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0 Wente himſelf" in hs 
4 ſeſſion of the throne Bright) 
ſpouſed EKadburga, the e 
of Offa king of Mercia. The 
nent ſtep he took Was, to r move 
Egbert fram his prefence ; Malmeſbury indeed 
ſays, that he formed a defign of taking away 
his life. However, Egbert perceiving the dan- 
4. to which he was expoſed, Aeg to the 
court of Offa, but _ Teceived.cetdl dly by * | 

S 2 . FO Xx * 


4 The Hiſtoryof ExoLAupd. 
on account of the mateh between Brighttie 
and his daughter. The prince, thus deprived 
of all hopes of refuge in England, went over 
to Franee, where he found the protection he 
wanted from a monareh, whoſe court was fa- 
me for its politeneſs, grandeur,. and virtue. 
Charies the great, who then reigned over 
France, was eſteemed one of the greateſt, and 
wiſeſt ſovereigns of the age; under the eye 
of this prince Egbert improved himſelf in all 
parts of knowledge, applied himſelf particularly 
to + the ſtudy of military diſcipline, and be- 
came maſter of all thoſe accompliſhments 
which rendered him the greateſt king tha 
England had yet produced. p 
t ® this period the Danes landed from three 
ſhips at Portland, in order to plunder the 
country. Their number, on the firſt landing, 
ie ſo inconſiderable, that the chief ma- 


of the town went out, with a ſmall 
rce, to apprehend them and carry them to 


* gaol ; he perceived His miſtake, but then it 


was too late to corrre& it; for the Danes at- 
tacked him with ſo much. fury, that ſcarce a 
fingle man eſcaped. The fate of their coun- 
trymen ſoon rouſed the Engliſh, who poured 
on the enemy from all parts, and obliged them 
to retreat to their ſhips without their booty. 
Eadburga, 


* 


1 This is Higden's opinion, - whoſe words ar 
« fcholam” militarem exercuit.”” p. 25k 


A. D. 787. 


eres PE. 


e FBPory of Exaiand. 5 
* Eadbyrga, the wife of Brightric, ' was wan 
ton, fafſe; inſoleiſt and cruel3" perpetually at 
variance with the nobility, hom ſhe would”! 
not ſcraple to charge with falſe crimes'to her” 
vuſband, in order to have them pat to death, 
under the cover of law, and ſuncon of au- 
thority: but When Brightrie Was tod wiſe to 
be made the tool of her "malice, ſhe! had al- 
ways found means to take them off by poiſon. 
A young nobleman, a” great favourite” of 
Brightric, having given her offence, the was 
reſolved to diſpateh him; but not being able 

to find ut an crime to - accuſe. him of, win 
any probability of ſucceſs, the | 


had recourſe 
to the poiſoned. cup, which her buſbayd rating 
by accident, Fell a victim, though undeſtgu- 
* to her Malice. | | | . | f 5 ? .% oe 
The well Saxons were ſtruck with ſuch a 
dcteſtarion of her crime, that, before they pro- 
0 "4 A 3 F 8 |, ceeded 
Having made herſelf too odious to ſtay in England, 
the fled to France, Where Charles the great, out of reſpect 
to her father Offa, gave her a rich abbey ; but being | 
detectec there gf incontinency with. ah Engl nobleman, 
the was expelled : after which the wandered about from 
place to place in great want, and ended her diſtreſſes bj 
2 natural death at Pavia in Italy. A ſſerius relates that, 
on her awival at France, ſhe made the emperour 851 


rich preſents, and he aſking which of the two the wou 
chooſe for a Pose if” both himſelf artd 1 909 
offered; and, ſhe fooliſhly replying; that ſis ſhould ptefer * 
his ſon, the emperour told her, with a-fmile, that, if ſhe 
had choſen him, ſhe ſhould have had his ſon ; but, as ſhe 


3 the * to his lon, the. ſhould have ** 
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6 The Hiſtory of EncLanvd. 
* ceeded to the election of a new king, they 
made a law, whereby the wives of their future 
kings were forbid to aſſume the title of queen, 
on pain of their huſbands being deprived of 
their crowns, and their ſabjeQs nag ebiolved 
from their oath of allegiance. - 
1 As ſoon as this ſtep: was takes, Egbert 
was ſent. for by the nobility,” with an offer of 
the erown of the weſt Saxons, being then at 
Rome with ny whom he had ac- 


r mne : 
= be Kingdom f NotthoWiYHLan. 


HE kingdom of Northumberland deriv- 
edits name from its fitnation, which was 
h 380 of the Humber. It was bounded on the 
weſt by the Iriſh ſea; waſhed on the eaſt by the 
German ocean, and in the north extended 2 
| confiderable way into Lothian. It compre- 
hended Lancaſhire, Cumberland, Weſtmore- 
land, Northumberland, Yorkſhire, and the 
biſhoptie of Durham ; and i its chief towns were 
York, Durham, or Dunelm, Carlifle, Hexam, 
and Lancafter. It was originally divided into 
two provinces, named Deira and Bernicia; 
which were for ſome time diſtin and inde- 
pendant kingdoms. Bernicia was fituated 


partly to the north of Severus's wall, 3 
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Deira contained the ſouthern parts as far as 
the Humber. The 
kingdom, including both theſe provinces, was 
one hundred and fiſty miles in length, and 
about 100 miles in breadth. 
It may be obſerved, with regard to all the 
kingdoms of the heptarchy, that none of the 
Saxon princes aſſumed the title of king till 

thought themſelves fully ſecured in the 

ſion of their reſpective provinces. The 
— ſettled in the north of England, ſeem 
to have thought their poſſeſſions more pre- 
carious, and for a much longer time, than 
any of the others, ſince none of their chiefs 
arrogated the title of kings till near one hun- 
dred years after their arrival in Northumber- 


were younger branches of Hengiſt's family, 
and came over, at his inſtance, in conſequence 
of a league he had made with the PiQts, to 
ſecure his conqueſts. The chieftains enjoyed 
an independency in Northumberland for about 
ſixty years after Hengiſt's death, and though 
it rendered them not ſo capable of making 


— e 


1 conqueſts as royalty, yet they ſubdued ſome 
13 ts of Yorkſhire, and made incurfions into 
4 ncaſhire, till they were reprefſed by Ar- 
; E 
d The very exiſtence of this hero, is by Milton called 


in queſtion, and it muſt be acknowledged, that be has 
deen unfortunately celebrated by ſo many fabulous 3 


| 


| + The Hiſtory of Enciand, 7 
ed in a point at the mouth of the Tweed - 


greateſt extent of this 


land, The firſt leaders who ſettled this colony, 


| 
{ 
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| 
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4 We Hiſtory N EN AMB. 


chor. In his time, 438 Probable from their de- 
eat at the battle of Bin eſter, they were obliged 


eo retreat to "their rt ſettlements 3 in Pernicia. 
| Aſter 
. == 7 * inne 4J 7 4 e 


chat his true kiſtor) can feareely be aber. "That he 
<ifted is beyond doubt, and that he reigned is a point 
— m ot, authors have tapes proved: but the 
Wo prince, though bra aud glorious in 
t Fe. are ſo ayagantl et that the real 
ſoldier is loft in DUST . and the genuine 
and noble hers ſo uttetly dive, that Non u Tubſtance, 
it becomes a ſhadow. Let us, however, 'endeayour, if 
ee eee few: the hiſtorical arols of 
times. 
Arthur was born in A. D, sog, he was nearly related 
to Ambrefius Aurdlianus, 1 perk, my deſcended Ardety from 
him St. David, ho Was deſcended from Brachan, 


king of ny dy one of his daughters, was his 
TEN” 7 4 FE 0 7 5 ite vob in 1519, 
ue 


Warün: Bis e. — r and zeal for 
the glory of his Hon procured him conſiderable 
W e N i the Saxons were 


aS 2 pectatiohs of his 

W ro Bs vi abel en are "ſuppoſed to 
have twelve it Humber; but the Saxong had al- 
255 Fixed thedaſelyes toq dino in qur iſlagd to be rooted 
* = 55 victoriqus, otherwiſe be 
d JOY Of gunties wy Somerſet and 
= n, b 3s a teflion Which gave 
Saxons bach 5 — of increaſing their 
dominons that, at laſt, they abſorbed the reſt of the hep- 


| Arthur was king 1 Gwent, which comprehended al 
. of the dioceſes. of * 
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The Hiſtory of Et Ad. 
After the death of Arthur, and the terrible 
flaughter made of the braveſt and moſt experi- 
enced warriors among the Cumbrian Britons, 
the Northumbrian Saxons found themſelves in a 
condition to enlarge their territories. Gwamal · 
chai had ſucceeded his brother Modred in his 
dominions, but was ſoon driven out of ROY 
| | * 


Worceſterſhire, and that of Glouceſterſhire, which lies 
between the Wye and the Severn. As to his being a 
king, notwithſtanding what Malmeſbury ſays, it is a 
fat put out of doubt by the teſtimeny of Lhowarch Hen, 
who ſays, that he had been at king Arthur's court, His 
memory has been held in the higheft veneration by the 
Welch, one of the higheſt mountains in Brecknock- 
ſhire, terminating in a double top, like mount Parnaſſi 

is called Cadair Arthur, in henour of a prince who ns, 
remarkably eminent, The firſt part of his life was proſ- 
perous, the latter end of it was unfortunate. But moſt 
of his misfortunes were owing to domeſtic feuds, his 
wives, of which he had three of the name of Gwinewer, 
were the perſons, who interrupted his happineſs. The 
firſt was carried eff by Mefvas king ef Somerſetſhire, in 
A. D. 509, but Arthur finding out her retreat, and ad- 
vancing with an army to inveſt it, the lady was reſtored by 
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to the mediation of Gildas Albanius. , The ſecond wife 
** ſeems to be the perfon who was interred with him at 
ted Glaſtenbury, The third proved the occaſion of his 


death, by her intrigue with Modred his nephew. During 


ind an expedition to the northern parts of the kingdom, where 
ave he was ſummoned to affiſt the Britons againſt the Saxons, 
beit he left his patrimonial dominions to the government of 
ep⸗ Modred his nephew, who proved unfaithful to his truſt, 
. and poſſeſſed himſelf of the throne. Arthur returned, 
E engaged himfelf in ſeveral battles, but at laſt New him 
and mn a deciſſive one, fought near Camlan, in which he him- 


bel? received a mortal wound: A. D. 542. 


/ 


to The Hiſtory of ExcLany. 
by the enemy, and obliged to retire to R6s in 
Pembrokeftire, where he was grievouſſy 
wounded in a battle he loſt againſt the Saxons, 
ut not till aſter he had made them purchaſe 
their victory dearly. Ida, deſcended from the 
third fon of Woden, a nobleman of the firſt 
Jus ſeems to have been the chief general 
ar the Saxons in theſe expeditions. This 
inge was juſt, humane, apd generous in all 
Fi. ations,” brave, active, and invincible in 
war. He landed at Flamborough in York- 
ſhire, with. a fleet of ſhips confiſting-of fixty 
fail, having on board a large body of forces, 
Which" enabled him to ſubdue the country of 
alias the ſcene of ſo many bat- 
s in the reign of King Arthur. The great- 
Heſs of his ſucceſs,” joined to his perſonal cha- 
raster, enabled him to aſſume the title of king, 
and to found the Kingdom of Bernicia. This 
2 'relided . in Northumberland; where 
e built and fortified the caſtle of Bamburgh; 
his kingdom was confined to Bernicia, which 
left to his deſcendants, being ſlain in battle 
Opp fon of -* Vriap Bheged, 
„„ Dovang Jag? 55, .  IBTIRS 
V ® Urian Rbeged was prince of the Cumbrians, who 
© dwelt from the wall ſouthward as far as the Ribble in Lan- 
caſhire: he had been in Arthur's court, and one of his 
Enights; be was a great commander, and very powerful 
on account of the. largeneſs of his territories, and the 
number of bis vaſſals; he was ſtil} greater by his reputz- 
tion, and, being equally wile and valiant, defences = 
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The Hiſtory of ENGLAND. 11 
2 Ida's life, ſome of the Saxon princes 


reduced the. north and eaſt ridings. of 
tkihire as far as the Humber, and, ae 
his death; the moſt conſiderable of them, 


well as Ida from Woden, ed the title of 
king of Deira, which he enjoyed during the 
reigns of five of the deſcendants of Ida. The 
names of the three firſt, Adda, Glappa, and 
Fridulph, and the number of years they xey 
ſpectively reigned, are all that occur concern- 
ing them in our antient hiſtorians. | 

. Theodric, who ſucceeded to the crow yu, A. D, 


war with Urien, before mentioned, who forced 
him to fly into Holy. Iſland for ſafety. In this 
invaſion it is evident, that the Britons were 


fince they had pierced into the heart of their 
enemies dominions, bad driven them to the 
very otean, and - inveſted. their prince in his 
Argagelt fortreſs, Vet Urien, the glory of his 
couny, Who had braved death ſo often in the 
field, and: ſougl it in vain amongſt the thickeſt 
5 of his ee n in the ian of his. own 


men 
8 Cimba both Coe the 3 of 1 7 and From 
his the invaſions of the Saxons. His noble * = 
fi celebrated by Lhowaich Hen, his coiſfin, and Tal — 
the the de of the Triades; who are not Jeſs coplous 
na- diſplaying the valour and conduct of his ſons, who hravel 
the ſeconded their father's efforts, and ſerved under him 1 in 
um his wars with Ida and other Saxon princes, 


named Ella, the fon of Ti, deſcended. as. 


| 
| 


571, or perhaps A. D. 561, was engaged in 


the invaders, or had gained goo advantages, 
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12 The Hiſtory of ENGLAND, 
men, by treachery, For he had not beleaguered 
the place above three days before he was 
baſely aſſaſſinated, at the inſtigativn of Mor. 
can, by Dyrnwal the ſon of Meneddwy, and 
Llovan Llowdino, - 
-  Ethelric, another of the ſons of Ida, ſuc- 
ceeded his brather at an age which rendered 
him incapable of managing the reigns of go- 
vernment by himſelf; on which account he 
committed the care of the kingdom to his ſon 
Ethelfrid, who diſcharged his truſt, during the 
reign of his father, with great dignity. and re- 
tation. This prince married Acca, the 
aughter of Ella, and ſucceeded his father 
Ethelric, in the * kindom of Bernicia. Alla, 
his father · in- lw dying about + two years after, 
and leaving an infant ſon, named Edwin, he 
ſeized upon the province of Deira, and unitin 
it to that of Bernicia, formed the kingdom 
Northumberland. Thoſe who had the care of 
Edwin, a prehendipg his life to be in danger, 
fled with him into north Wales, where he was 
educated in the court of prince Cadwan, in 
the ſame manner as his ſon Cadwallon, who 
was of the ſame age as Edwin. 
Ethelrid thus uniting the er of two 
kingdoms in his own perſon, and being of a 
temper incapable of inactivity, turned his 


arms againſt the Britons, and over - running 


their country as far as the borders of Cheſter, 
7 77 » | 4 : Was 


. P. 536, f 4. D. 368, 1 Bur hre years ol 


4 W r TD. i. _c_ 


"The Hiftory of Exotany: 13 
was there oppoſed by Brochmae} Yſcythrog, 


king of Powis, with a body of freſh" raiſed 
forces. The old religious prince, truſt- 
ing more to the prayers of the clergy, than 
the ſtrength of his raw and tumultuary army, 
was, in his march joined by a bady of ſtudents 
from the famous ſeminary of Bangor in Flint- 
ſhire, They were unarmed, their imploy being 
to pray, not to fight, for which purpoſe they 
were placed at a diſtance from the army in a 
pac thought to be very ſecure : hut Ethel- 
id obſerving their numbers, and learning 
their defencelefs condition, fell upon them firſt; 
* no leſs than one thouſand of them to the 
ord, routed the reſt of the Britiſh army, took 
the town, and ordered the famous monaſtry to 
be razed! The ſucceſſes of Ethelfrid againſt 
the Britons, exciting either the fears or envy 
of Aidan then king of the Dalreudian Scots, 
he took the field in a very advanced age, in 
order to ſtem the torrent which threatened his 
own dominions. | 
The Scots being joined with the Britons 
made an inroad into the kingdom of Nor- 
thumberlagd, but were ſoon - oppoſed by 
Ethelfrid, who engaged them at Dagleftan, or 
Daegſtan, probably Dawſon near Jedburgh 
im Northumberland; after a very obſtinate 
battle the Scots were routed, though they had 
at firſt the advantage over the right wing, 
manded by Theobald, Ethelfrid's -bro- 


— 


4 The Hiſtory f En&tLAnd: 
ther, WhO Was flain in the action: Aidan; 
now firm with years, and unable to ſupport 
the grief oecaſianed by fo great a calamity 
did not long ſurvive the battle 3 and if credit 
may be gixen to Bede, the Scots Were ſo much 
intimidated by their loſs, that they never made 
a ſecond attempt againſt the Saxons in theſe 


SEED Nr e F 
Rahe theſe ſucceſſes the unſortunate Ed. 
win was reduced t6 the greateſt extremities; 
for thirty years he led the life of an exile, wa 
driven from one kingdom to mother; perſecu. 
ted every where by Ethelfrid, and was in per- 
e danger, Among other countries he 

ed to for refuge, was Mercia; which was at 
that time governed by Ceorl,'who received 
him with great humanity, and ſuffered him to 
marry his daughter Quoenberga, by whom he 

1d two ſons, . named Osfrid and Eadſrid. 
But Ceorl, who was an uſurper as well 23 
Ethelfrid, ſacrificing the affection of a eur 
ta the intereſts of ſtate, joined in fo far wit 
the views of Ethelfrid, that Edwin was on 
the point of being either murdered: or deliver- 
ed up by him, when he diſcovered his deſigns, 
and fled for tis own ſecurity. 1 
All the princes of England ſtood in àwe of 
Ethelfcid, and were afraid of giving fanctuary 
to his competitor, till Redwald, King Ss 
„ : 
* Buthan, Rer. Setir. lib, 5 This action happened 


according to ſome authors, A, $03, but accordiag d 
Buchanan, A. D. 604. 
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Eaſt Angles, -compaſionating his miſerable. 


condition, openly received him at his court. 
Ethelfrid, the Cromwell of theſe days, ſoon 
got information of bis retreat, and ſent am- 
baſſadours to the King of the Ealt Angles, of- 
ſering, at firſt, large ſums of money to get Rd: 
win in his power; but when his offers were 
rejected, requiring the ſurrender ' of Bd- 
ward, or, — of refuſal, threatening an 


immediate declaration of. war. Redwald was, 


for ſome time ſtaggered, and diſconcerted by 
the emhaſſy. He found in his breaſt a ſtrug- 


gle between honour and prudence. If he pro- 
tected Edwin, he run the hazard of loſing his 


own kingdom; if he yielded up a gueſt, whom 
he had voluntarily ee was the 
faith of priuces } who could rely upon the ho- 
nour of a king * At firſt he inclined rather to 
the mayer od, but his honour, and the * per- 
maſion of hig queen, at laſt, preponderated, 
and he determined to p! Edwin, and not 


up arms in his defence. 


- 
- 


He forefaw the dangers he-ran by this mea- 


fure, and that Ethelfrid, in the fury of his re- 


ent, would ſoon march his forces into 
the kingdom of the Eaſt Angles, if not pre- 
vented. He was there fore refolved to firike 

k - 2 „ | B 2 | = \ the 
+ ® Bede, t web i other reſpefts a y creditable gu» 
thor, N wonkiſh reports he? Be and relates 


ag to an apparition, | 


nl o 


that the determination of Redwald, was principally owe | 
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16 The Hiſtory of Ex ANU. 
the firſt blow ; he advanced into the northeri 
rts of Nottinghamſhire, without oppoſition, 
is army was divided into three bodies, the 
command of the firſt was given to Reyner, his 
ſon, with orders to - advance, and fecure 
paſs ; while he himſelf followed at a ſmall if 
tance with the ſecond, and the laſt diviſion 
was brought up. by Edwin. Reyner, giving 
way to the impetuoſity of his courage, left his 
father too-far behind, to ſuſtain him in caſe of 
an attack ; and Ethelfrid, meeting him a little 
to the eaſt of the river Idle near Rettford, with 
a choice body of troops, made ſo furious an at- 
tack on his diviſion, that he broke it, and ſlew 
the young prince in the ation. Redwald, ir- 
ritated by the loſs of his ſon, came up with 
the reſt of his army, and attacked the Nor- 
thumbrians, fatigued with the former action, 
with ſuch fierceneſs, that they were unable to 
ſuſtain the ſhock, and obliged to give 
way. Ethelfrid ſeeing his men routed, not- 
withſtanding his efforts to rally them and 
bring them on again to the charge, ruſhed fu- 
rioully into the midſt of the enemy, and met 
with the death he ſo deſperately ſought _ 


* Lord Cork, elegantly obſerves. on this occaſion: 
« That courage was the characteriſtic of theſe times. 
Redwald, Edwin, and Athelfrid were all equally brave; 
the two former entered the kingdom of Northumberland, 
and came to an engagement. with Ethelfrid, in which 
the Northumbrians were entirely conquered, * 


rere ee aw oc. 


Fhe Hiſtory of Exod: Bs. 
- After the victory, Redwald marched in 
Nonhomperlapd, where he received the Fx. 


ſons having fled ſecurity ipto Scotland. 
When Redwald had thus ſubdued the King. 
Nr” he £ departed into his own dominions, 
3 aced Edwin on the throne; w 
in à manner becoming the royal edu- 
—_ he had received at the churt of adwan, 
and anſwerable to the expectations of. ** bing 
jects, who. entartajned great ho 
that had been Wee in the Fe of of if 


fliftion, His talents for 8 were 


geg Longe 4 4 inter beſtiony cadawera 


tu reti nens: His bogy was found at 
a diſtance from his own troops, in the midſt of a heap of 


22 1 of echt Britain. is bat 
2 t, A fer en to Flor. Wigorn, but 
A. D 5 to the Saxon chronicle, Speed, Mil- 
i. 2 5 

* Carte mentions wy foes ns from the yieor,} accord- 
ing to the cont on 6 of which, in Speed 
abe. Fanfrich, Odlafe, > gaht „Offa, Ec. Smollet mentions 
only three of theſe ſons, 1 Anfrid, Ofwald, and 


= * * — S. v7 n—_ ww LAG c 
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CE 


ſupppited by - the | Saxon chronigle, A. N. 615, which 
22 that e . 2 . pg N 


Err 


miſſion of the * N e 2 Ethelfrid's ſeven 


confeſſedl fr re 
"yp of 2 * 0 4: gry, 


Ne eft, Pauli em ſpirans f Ferociam gue ami, quam = 
erat ViOus, wy 


enemies, whom be hag ſlain. He fil breathed, and the 
Rui} 2 {hog hot. fiexcene(s of foul, which 
Fur of hia life. Efe 


Oſwie, 3 but if he means exiles, he then is is 
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and peace of his ſtate ; if they were valuab'e 
for their matter, they were no. leſs admirable 
for their execution, it being aſſerted that, in 
his days, a woman might have walked with 
an infant in her arms over the whole king- 
dom, without the leaſt apprehenfions of vio- 
lence ; and that a child might paſs through 
Northumberland, holding open a purſe of 
gold, without danger of being robbed. 

Redwald, his benefactor, dying, though he 
was applied to by the whole nation of the Eaf 
Angles, who had been acquainted with his vir- 
tues, during his exile, to take poſſeſſion of his 
throne, yet gratitude was ſo prevalent in Ed- 
win's boſom, that he rejected their offer, in 
favour of Eorpwald his ſon 3 aſſuming only 
the cares, but rejecting the title of royalty. 
Lincolnſſüre, and all the country north of 
Trent, had been ſeized by Ethelfrid, and be- 
ing now under Edwin's immediate govern- 
ment, he became by theſe acquiſitions the moſt 
powerful monarch that had ever been in Bri- 
tain, - His courage and his conduct raiſed him 
da the dignity of chief monarch of the heptar- 
chy, a dignity which he ſupported with a ſplen- 
dour, that ſurpaſſed: any of his —.— 


An enfign in the form of a globe was con- 
ſtantly carried before him, as a ſymbol that 
the heptarchy was united in his perſon. 
the provinces in Britain were ready to ſerve 
him, and had either dreaded, or felt the eff:ts 
of his power, The kingdom of Kent ſeemed. 


_ 4 - 


bond be © watt 


„ 
pouſing, hi- firſt wife having died during his 


He was a Pagan, and Ethelburga a Chriſ- 
tian, but, if he had not religion, he had 
er, and Eadbald, the . of Ethel - 
rga, not chooſing to provoke his reſentment, 
ed to the match, on condition, that his 
r-ſhould be permitted the free exerciſe of 
her religion” after marriage, and ſhould be al- 
lowed to retain in her ſervice Paulinus a chriſ- 
tian biſhop, | with. other attendants, wha 
were to enjoy the ſame liberty with reſpeR to 
religion as herſelf. Edwin was ſo much 
enamoured with Ethelburga, *- that he readily. 
conſented to theſe conditions, the match was 
ſolemnixed, and Paulinus, with other chriſti- 
an attendants, ſettled with the queen in Nor - 
thamberland;  - | ry 
The aggrandisement of Edwin raiſed the 
enyy of Kwichelm, prince of the Weſt Sax 
ons ; beſides this, Edwin was in poſſeſſion of 
part of his territories, which he deſpaired of 
recovering during his life, he therefore reſolv- 
ed to have him aſſaſſinated, and to that end 
employed one Eumerus. The aſſaſſin met Ed- 
win at a palace he had on the river Derwent, 
on Eaſter day, with a poiſoned + wea- 


* A. D, 625, Lap gs 5.5 FO * 
+ Hollinſhead ſays, it was a ſhort double-edged 
wood-knife ; but Matth, Weſt, and others, call it an-ax, | 
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to be particularly diſtinguiſhed by his favours 
on account of his affection for Ethelburga 
the king's ſiſter, whom he was deſirous of eſ- 


- 
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pon under his gomn, and would haue dif. 
patched the king, had not Lilla, bis favou- 
rite miniſter, by ſtepping between his maſter 
and the aſſaſſin, receided the blow. ,_:. 

Exaſperated at the treachery of the Weſt⸗ 
Saxons, and burning with a reſolution to be 
revenged on the Chari of ſo dangerous a 
plot, Edwin attacked the dominibns of Wark 


chelm, and returned-victorious: 
The exemplary life of 'Ethelbu his 
together with the frequent admoniti- 


queen, 
ons of Paulinus the gaod- biſhop; had already 
poſſeſſed Edwin with ſo ſavourable an opinion 


of their religion, that be had conſented to the 
dente kee. 1 1 


s Bede and 3 ancient e 4 a6, fy, 
that the blow was given with ſo much violence,-that the 
weapon, after paſſing through Lilla's body, wounded the 
king bimfelf, The affaffin being at this time, attacked 
on all fides by the king's domeſtics with their drawn 
ſwords, and grown wirn his danger, fl 4 fe- 
cond perſon named Fordher, h-faxe' he wes overcome. 
Beda Hift. Eccl. lib. ji, cap, 9. Hol: :nſhezd, B. i. c. 25. 
Speed, Hiſt. B. vii. chäp. 9. Tyrrhel, B. iv. it 5 
ſtrange that this clauſe 50 have been related by ſo ma- 
ny haſtorians, without taking notice of the cotitradiction 
that appears in Bede's on account. In the chapter 9u0- 
ted he relates, that the weapon was .pdiſoned in ſuch a 
manner, that a ſlight wound With! it would prove roortal. 
But afterwards he tells us, that the King was woupd:d 
with this weapon, through the bedy of his faithful mi- 
nifter, without dying, Let us then conclude, that though 
the aſſaflination is a fact, Yuan kom be the _ hes 10 


* 
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the evening on which he was to have been 
aſlaſſinated· Aſter the defeat of the Weft- 
Saxons, he ſtill ſnowing an inclination towards 
chriſtianity, but having ſome ſeruples not yet 
ſatisfied; ordered a conference to be held in 
his preſence, wherein Paulinus was to diſplay 
the evidences of the chriſtian: religion, and 
Coiſi his chief prieſt, was to attempt to re- 
fate them. The reſult of this conferencr 
turned out td the advantage of the chriſtia 
cauſe 3 Coiſi became a convert, declared TY 


idols; with his own hands. Edwin no lot- 
ger able to withſtand the truth, was baptized, 
together with His nobles, at Vork, in a church 
dedicated to St. Peter, which he had cauſed 
to be built of timber on this dceafion: I His 
example was ſoon imitated throughout his 
dominionsz and the trouds of people that pro- 
| feſſed themſelves chriſtians were ſo great in the 
| kingdoms -of Bernicia and Deira, that they 
| were obliged to be baptized in the rivers Gleni 
| and Swale. a WES 

„ The religion Edwin had embraced with 
b fo much deliberation, was cheriſhed with no 
leſs zeal ; wherever he had any influence he 
endeavoured to propagate its doctrines z and 


gt ba- 
- » A. D, 629; a 1 ; a 8 2 
1 I Nennius ſays, that no leſs than twelve thouſand were 
baptized the ſame day with him. | 


. 7+ Smaller, is very ſevere on the character of this king, 
charging bin with pride, arrogance, imperiouſneſ(s; 


ame 


belief publickly, and offered to demoliſh his | 


” The Hipaty of EnigLaniny 
having ſome aſcendanty'gyerEarpwald, theſan 
of. Redyald, his bengfactor, he + perfwaded 
e Was thus angaged in promoting ba 
che ſpiritual and tempural good of his people. 
his gręatneſs drew upon him the envy of the 
neighbouring monarehs, and at a time when 
his power {gemed to be at the height, it was 

upon the verge of ruin 
- .Penda, the fon of Wibba, was of a ſavage, 
hold, reſtleſs, and enterprizing temper, he va- 
lued not what means he made uſe of tq attain- 
his ends, and was actuated by na other prin- 
Apple than ambition: be had given many in- 
ſtances of his ſavage neſs y ke incurſions he 
"bad, wade into the neighboutingcoumtrics, aud 
Mas famous for mak ing wat by parties, and 
£97q N ſurprine- Now hecome mo- 
the Mercians, he was unęaſy at the 


1 
RAIFA. of | 
tnÞute he was obliged to pay. ta Edwin; but 
was.ngt ſtrong enough at that time to attempt 
chm ing eff the yoke. .' As be. Was n01c6 


Mee, nn en mee AW 2 

A Pte? nat nk an Genes fa 
1cem not to belong to his portrait; we have alrea 

| ned a remarkable inſtance of his ME EX Foley; 
s-humavity ſeems no leſs xemarkable; from Yhother . 

Mitution ; which is that of his ordering wells to be ſunk 
in — end dry and deſart places of his domimions, and 

to be furniſhed with brafs ladies, faſtened with chajns, 

_—_ accommodation of tradellers. . 

+: A. D. 632, accordnig to Maith, Weſt,” but A. D. 

630. avrdng ales. es ee 
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a e , Edt an 
poſitic than brave, he made peace Wwith' thoſe 


and; _ Free from apy appfehenhions 
them, looked out for an ally ſtrung enougk to 


render him & maten fer BdWin. Cadwa — 


who hall been reſtored by bis afſiſtance, an 
was un inveterate enemy to Edwin; eaſily en- 
ered into hib meaſures, and jbined him with 


2 body of Britons, The allied troops matched 


as Far av Hatfield fofeſt in Yorkſhire befor 


| Edwin met them, and, with an inferior hum- 


bet of oops, | them battle. Norwich 
tanding the differende of numbers, te vie- 


wry ſerined to be inelining on the fide” of the 


000 


of Northumberland, when His 4 ſon 


at his feet. Edwin, in the inſtantaneous fuge 
of à patent, loſt "Nis ſteadineſs and prefehce 


of mind, und, ruming with all the violencevr 


deſpair into the mY of bis enemies, bon 
gtined the 1 death He Uefired. His ſubjetts, 
mo longer headed by their king, were ſeized 


with confuſion, and abandoned the field. Ean- 


frid, another fon of Edwin, was put to death 
by Penda: his ehildfen by a ſecond Wife, fled 
wich their mpther and Paulinus, biſhop of 
York; into Kent; from whence 1 


1 A. D. 643. Edwin's head was brought to York, 
and interred | in St, Peter's church; he was after- 


vir aeg vel, and blsfeſtivalcelebrated on the fourth. | 


cembet, 


14 
coumries "he Had proved by his ravages; | 
rotn 


d was thor with an arrow, and Fell dei 
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his ſon, and Vffi, the ſon of Offrid, were ſent 

to king Dagobret, to be educated in France 
8 dying in their infancy, the male line of 
Edwin became utterly extinct. 

The victors — Northumberland, at 
the head of their troops, With fire and ſword, 
ſparing no age, nor ſex ;; and the Britiſh king, 
who was a ian, ſeemed in his outra 
to rival, if not — the cruelties of Penda, 
who was a pagan, In this junQure, 50. 
ric, ſon of ic, Alla's brother aſſumed 

the crown of Deira: and Eanfrid, the eld- 
eſt ſon; of Ethelfrid, that of Bernicia. He 
had lived in exile, in Scotland, during the reign 
of Edwin, and with his two bar , Of- 
wald and Offry, there embraced the chriſtian 

religion, 355-7 
' ., Theſe two kings were: 10 ſooner ſettled on 
their thrones than they renounced chriſtianity, 

but did not long ſurvive their a For Ofnic 
having raſhliy beſieged Cadwallon in York, 
the Britin King made an unexpected fally, 
routed the be with great flaughter, and 
left their new) king dead on the ſpot. "The 
victor immediately ſeized on ma. kingdom of 

Northumberland, exercinſig the greateſt cn 
ties for the pace of one year.z on the 

tion of Which, Eanfrid coming unadvi 
I with ny tweire-1 to 72 
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with him, he was ſeized * _ orders, mw 


to death. 
Oſwald, the ſecond fon. of. Ethelfrid - 
Acca, was born to be the deliverer of his 
country from this. ſcene of devaſtation and 
7 Jang — After the death of his father, he 
ed. to Scotland, where he embraced the 
chriſtian religon ; he paſſed his youth in ſuch 
ſtudies as were ſuitable to his birth, but parti- 
cularly - himſelf to military exerciſes, 
in which 
was a of great religion and virtue, and 
endued with every talent neceſſary and proper 
for a throne, Pierced with the calamity of 
his country, he armed in its defence, and, 


- Ke bee ld 


inſt the tyrant. Cadwallon being a — 
of his. motions, went.to meet him, Þ eſpiſing 
the fewneſs of his men, and priding himſelſ in 
an eaſy and certain victory. Oſwald, 1 
informed of his approach, entrenched himſ 
in- an 2 us poſt at Halidown, and 
erecti in the van of his camp, com- 
mand N. army to fall on their knees and 
implore the aſſiſtance of heaven. 11 
"wow : this act of . they ® 
| marched 


TE & 


I i We. , repreſents the Northumbrian os 


marching to give battle to the but Smollet ſays, 
** that they remained in their intrenchinents, till Cadwill 


reecived his death oy as he h 
| 9 


ERS React ne 


ws 
=. 


e made no ſmall proficreney.. He | 


having collected a handful of men, marched 
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Mifchea- againſt the enemy, the next day, as 
ſoon as it was light, and routed the army of 
Cadwaflen, though double their number, 
— —— Kitty dend en the fed. As, the defeat 
Ofwald entirely owing'to che inter. 
Poſi tion of providence in his favour, he called 
the for on Rich the Battle was fought, Her. 
or Heaven's Feld. —5 
1 thus being in poſſeffion Fe: the 
tone sf Bernicia and Deira, to both which 
he was heir by his father Achelfrid and his 
mother Acca, began Kis — 2 in ſuch a manner 
as made His fubje urget the troubles, 
which preceded it. i ky ſtep, after his 
a&tHion, was to endeavour to propagate the 
chriſtian — for Which purpoſe he ſent 
to Donald, of Scbtland, for 4 proper 
pebfointo underta e ſo jmportant's charge. In 
Atrſwer to his 8 the ſeottiſ monarch 
ſeit him one Aidan; à perſon 50 leſs rene- 
r#ble for his virtues thin” reſpectable for his 
leürning: Ofwald received him with all the 
eſteem due to his merits, aſſed him in his 
taſc, and 2 — . ben by his long 
exile i in that ki came himſelf the in in- 
terpreter of all his diſeourſes to the people. 
Tue ſuceeſs of Aidan was anſwerable to thc 


mol 


(TH tei : It wis hot il: äter chi decident, that th 
Northutmbrians fallied From theit camp. » This is indxt 
every drewniftantlal ace sunt, but, as it is fupportcd by 


ph ee, ſhould be rejected as mere eonjettuve, 


. 
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t moſt ſanguine expectations of bis toyal aſſiſt- 

- ant, Who might, Without an hyperbole, be 
filed che converter of: Bernic ia 
About this time t he was god; father to 
Cynegils, king ” the welt Saxons, whoſe 


11 1 daugh- 
1A. D. 635. nan, | ($38 7 ty 
1 This illuſtrious perſon was originally a monk in the 1 
| monaſtry of Hii or Jana, one of che iſlands. called He- ö 
| brides: as the character which Bede gives. us of him 55 
very beautiful, it Would be almoſt an act of 1 
l ſuffer it to be longer ĩn oblivion, He was Exemplary far 
N bis abſtinence and continence; preached nothing but 
8 what be enforced hy his life; and diſtributed all the gifts he 
3 ceived, from kings a nobles to the poor and neceſhto, , 
a He was of ſo greaz an humility, that he Would ngt 
on horſeback for fear it fhopld be thought a degree of 
. ide, and travelled'from town to town on foot 3 viſiting 
T 


b ** rick in his ys converting them —_— 

n ity 1t EH eſtabliſhin n che prince 

N 72 2 „ if a ny: Ons Affe Aue af thaẽt 

N he Kept company with to an inceſſant ſtudy of the ſacred 
ſcriptuxey ;, and egg hen e eee | 

would, as ſoon as poſſible, make him join with him it. 

he this noble employ, He was ſo faithful to his charge, that F 


is, be ſpared no one of exer ſo exalted a {tatio, but geaſured 
ny we faults of the nobles with the ſame freedom. as thote of 
| the peaſant 3 to this let us add his concern for peace ar 
* brotherly loye, for. moderation aud humility; tus, Ent 
le. freedom from reſentment, avarice, pride, and vain Flory 3 
the his readineſs both to obey and teach the goſpel ; bodily 
oh gence” in reading and fludying ; the. ſacred ferzptures 3 
and. to ſay all ini a- few words, as. far as we; arg 
the informed by thoſe wha were perſonally acquainted win 
1264 im, he togk care. to omit no part of his duty, ; but, to - | 
1 by qe utmoſt of his po 4. 25 every, thing.cammany | 
Ain the waiting of | 


e evangeliſts, - apoliles, and pro- 
t — G ee? * Pheta, 


4 


* 
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daughter he was going to marry, and joined 
with that king 16 the oo of eee Bi- 
rinus, by whote miniftry be had been converted. 
© Tf Ofs ald's zeal was remarkable, his cha. 
rity was no lefs conſpicuous, his religion was 
p — — of the heart, and his faith was that li- 
ving faith, which like a good tree, recommends 
itſelf by the abundance of its fruit. He was 
affable to the poor as well as the rich, his hu- 
mility was ſurpriſing; and of his charity Bede 
- gves us this remarkable inſtance: one day as 

e was going to dinner in company with 

Aidan, he was told by his almoner, that a 

gn croud of poor perſons were waiting in 

ſtreet for charity, he immediately ordered 
the victuals that was before him to be given to 
them, and the filver diſh which held it to be 

broken in pieces and diſtributed among * 


phets, At Ofwald's requeſt, dne Carman was firſt ſent 
over by the Scottiſh monarch, but, being a man of wh 

' great auſterity, made but little progreſs in the work 
converſion ** returned to Scotland with complaints, 
againſt the Engliſh as untractable, ſtrongly bigotted to 
Paganiſm, and impoſſible to be converted. Aidan, who 
was preſent when he made his complaints, inſinuated to 
him that his want of ſucceſs was owing to his want cf 
tenderneſs and condeſcenfion, and to his not having, 
according to the apoſtolic rule, fed them at firſt with the 
milk of the word, till they were grown capable of reliſh- 

Ing the more ſublime doctrines of the goſpel,” 92 

vicious remark being highly pleaſing to the aſſembly, 
thought Aidan.a proper perſon to ſucceed Corman, and 
conſecrating him for that purpoſe, ſent him over to try thi 
Huccels of his own plan, 


ſ 
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The tranquillity, and — 8 his reign, 
the glory of his character, the ſuperior ſtation 


which he enjoyed over the Saxon monarchs, 


were ſuch abſlacles ta the reftlefs ambition of 
Penda, that he reſolved to remove him. With 
this deſign he aſſembled his forces, and being 
uſed to ñeal victories, advanced with his force 
to Meurſelt, e — Oſwald before he was 


properly prep to oppoſe kim, who, in the 
encounter, *: loſt his lite, and gave name to 


the place, which in ear of re . | 


now called Oſweftr 

Penda finding 4 body of Okwald uno! 
the ſlain, ordered it to be cut into fmall- wong 
and expoſed on poles as, the trophies f this 
victory: after which he laid waſte the whole 
— — of Northumberland, and undertoclt the 


ance than he 9 he deſiſted from his 


enterprize, and directed his march toward the 


Eaſt Angles. 199 ea 
Oſwald left whis death, a ſon named Edil- 
wald, who being an . Oſwi, the brother 
of che late king, feized on the government of 
Bernieia: . About the fame time; Oſwin, the 
ſon of Oſeric, e home from a ten 
Ty WY Hg | CO wt of the kingdom 
| nn of 


% 
* 9 wk. 1 5 * % - 21 
* > * 4 * 


e A; p. . F ae Far win 


"14. D. 64s. wp 


"= > _- 2.5 et rom 


of Bambury But e with more 


30; The Hiſtoty of ENA. 
of Deita, as the next heir of the royal family, 
He was a perſon of a handſome 

tall in ſtature, of great affability, engaging in 
his addreſs, of tigorous virtue, remarkable 
fity, and beloved of all his ſubjects. 
His modeſty was not to be equalled, and his 
humility, was ſuch as ſcarce is to be met with 


1 A 8· | — r N 
A very good underſtanding ſubſiſted be- 
tween theſe two princes, during the firlt years 
of their reign, and their kingdoms enjoyed 
not only peace, but affluence: Till Ofwi, 
reſolving to-make himſelf maſter of his bro- 
ther's whole kingdom, interrupted this har- 
mony by an invaſion. of Oſwin's dominions. 
Oſwin finding himſelf too weak to venture a 
battle, diſbanded his army, and retired with 
a fingle ſoldier to the houſe of Count Hunwald, 
conhding- in his fidelity, and looking on him 
as a friend. This nobleman, however, treach- 
erouſly betraying him to Oſwi, he was mur- 
dered by his orders at * Gilling near Rich- 


The Deirians deteſting this murder, and 
dreading 40 fall into the hands of a perſon who 
had exerciſed ſo much barbarity, raiſed Edil- 
wald, the ſon of Oſwald, to the throne, and 
thus rendered the deſign of Oſwi abortive. 

It was very mrch for the advantage of this 
new king, that Penda burnt with an * 

| | bes 
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cileable enmity againſt the Northumbrians» 
and, though far advanced in years, was de- 
rermined to min the country, and extirpate 
the nation. Oſwin tried all the methods he 
poſſibly could conceive to divert him from his 
deſign; be offered him all the royal orna - 
ments ; he offered him a great ſum of money; 
but ſtil] he remained obſtinate. His army ap- 
peared more than ſufficient to put his reſolati- 
en in practice. Edilwald had given him a 
ge through Deira, and joined him with 


banks of the Are in Yorkſhire, Oſwi had, in 
deſpair, made a vow to found twelve monafte- 
nes; and make his daughter a nun, in caſe 


wis determined to loſe his Hife in the conteſt, 
As the two armies wete in this poſition, Edil- 
wald reflecting on his ſituation, and appre- 
hending that he muſt fall a to the Son- 
Fare whether victory declared for Penda or 


proved glorious to Oſwi and his fon Althfri 
who charged like men in deſpair, Pepda him- 
ſelf, Ethelhere, and the moſt of his command- 


and Mercia ſoon made its ſubmiſſion to the 


RN 


of 


aſſa 
E The oppoſite armies met on the 


GOD would grant him ſnccefs 5 however, be 


ſwi, he retired with his troops to a place of 
fafety, in the midft of the action, and remain 
ed nenter duximg the engagement. This day” 
* 


ers were ſlain ; his army was utterly routed, 


eonqueror. Peada the ſon of Penda, who had 
embraced chriſtianity, to qualify him / for the 


1 rh Hiker of. aer | 
18 Qccahion experien s kj having 
that WR of. 23 er 50 — 
ain ok che Trent, afligned. for his govern- 
ment, Which be Þ FI Put a:Hort time, be- 
We herou year fojlow 165 
hor cen of Penda were oblig 
y for eurity,and,by the death of Peada, left 
vj in poſle on * 0 "al kingdom :this 
9 ha enlarged his — Figs and e 
Haig 9 red . and Britiſh 


20 „in. See Ss 

E Was enabled.not only to recover the 
Un acc of th be Mere: ns, Mid-An. 
125 loſhire, ..b b * d to keep all 
lexcia. or three. years.in, : he was 
wile elefied the 5 _ the Saxop mo- 
narchs,. a ſtation. that remained. * 
are pes che death of Ofwald.. A fa 
ance proving diſagreeable 00 the 
Meer +, t. three gf the nobles J into 
35 ederacy. 4 means of which Walſhere 
e, Felde ſofyiring fon of Penda, was 
EY * the. throne, ; 71 the North 4 dar 
o poſſeſſion of the country ſouth of 

Pa * the Humber. * 
eh ing; dent this time wichou 
Bp feb Ws to. the, kingd 70m qi Deir 
3 penſation to Qq for. his loſs. 
bed ng dhe Ee ſor W daun, 
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ell to Etheldrid, who, though previouſly be- 
trothed to count Tadbert, yer died a nun in 
the monaftery of Ely. e 
The affairs of the kingdom being now in a 
quiet ſtate, Oſwi had leiſure to attend to the 
religious diſputes of thoſe days, and was preſi- 
dent of a general council ſummoned to deter- 
mine the proper time of keeping Eaſter. On 
of the parties alledging the authority of t 
whole church, and particularly that of St. Pe- 
ter, in his defence; Oſwi cut the diſpute ſhor 
by ſaying, that he muſt conſequently be of hi 
opinion, for fear St. Peter ſhould be offendeq 
and ſhut the door againſt him. 
The re-union of the kingdom of Deira 
continued but for a ſhort time, for Oſwi diſ- 
membered' it in favour of Aldfrid his natural 


ſon, I and died in peace, after a life ſpent in 


all the fatigues of warfare. bl | 
He was fucceeded in the kingdom of Ber: 
nicia by his ſon Egfrid, who ſoon became 
maſter of Deira likewiſe, by means of an in- 
ſurreQtion, in which Aldfnd was obliged to 
quit his throne, and retire to Ireland. n & 


1A. p, 57. To attone for the crime with which he began 
his reign, he built a monaſtery on the ſpot, where Of- 
win was murdered ; and, in the decline of life, grew ſo fond 
of the external rites of Romiſh ſuperſtition, that he had de- 
en in Caſe of a rec from his laſt ſickneſs, oy 
ave gone on a pilgrimage to Rome, having engaged bi- 
top Wilfrid for that purpoſe, and promiſed hun Feat 
rewards for his attendange, DOE RT 


” 2 be ito of Eagauxy, 


55 frid Was a prince 4 a bold and enter. 
121 


r dif] ſpobiti on; not intimidated w 
Rab Sip or to 12 1 labours : he 


e e in civil or religious 
pry a y leis :refolute i in oppoſing 


£ PP % than he was courageous in fighting 
| ag 8 8525 

5 1 19 85 th 15 . e was at- 
| 55 by W. cia, whom 
Torn, wi 8 loſs, drove in- 
We 00 e deprived of all the 


175 | 
© Hill uneaſy. at the 


ibute Enten oh je pay to the Nor- 
og: *. rai 1 a Pran army out 
Ne is %, but being wack 

15 Egfiſd 9 I ik 2 1 number 


Opps, were defea ch an immenſe 
aughter, that 105 . filled with 
+Carcaſles. af 4 5 Fee 
or ths, e Fg d, who 
ny. of theenemy, th 2 — Ee a 
fand ie 9 ct his reign, by 
Ives; afterwards 
Ethelrid. the brother e of Penda, "UN at 
| kai Ane king of the Mercians, and reſolvin 1 
25 yer chat pat of Lincolnſhire, which þ 
ubdued fiye years hetore by Egfrid, gave 
him battle near the Trent. The Northumbrian 
Was routed, ànd all the e ſouth of 


rent ang Hyinber regained by the 25 
en. 672, EY 9 — 1. 146 


ore neo 


— — 7 im 0 ac 1 a. _ 1 * 
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ar(s: I tRis battle Was Haft, EMWin brother to 
Eefrid” and Oſtrycka, Ethefdred's queen; h 
was à prince of Tack amfable q alk that 
his loſs was reprette® By bock the” contendin 
parties, Yr met by the Northömbrians, 
vom it proved an irteparable mis fortune, by 
the extinctiot of the line of Ethelri e. 
As this Tols exafperited the Northumbri- 
ans 0e 4 vety din degr and ght in Its 
cohſequentes hive proved fatal to both king; 
doms, arehbiep TheodGft in order to pre- 
vent farther effuſion of blood, by his wife re- 
monſtrances, — * them from making uſe 
of further höſtilities, arc brought em 
terms of accommodation, on condition that 
the Mercians paid Egfrid a fine for the death 
of his brother, and E rid on bis fide permit- 
ted the Mercians to 25 poſleſſion of Lin- 
The check which Egfrid had ſoſtained 2 
mong the Mercians, did not put a ſtop to his 
efterprizes, he ſent Ver an army to Ireland, 
under the command of Ber& his general. 
The eruelties which this officer . exerciſed ex- 
aſperated the Ixiſh to ſueh a degree, that 


courle to arms, and forced him to .reimbark, 


of wards: Scotland, penetrated as far às Gallo- 
ci way, with 4 numerous body of forces conſiſt- 


A. P. 679, and 680, f A. D. 684. 


tough at firld incline „ ſubmit, they Had re. 


The year following he turned his arms to- 
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36 The Hiſtory of Enctany, 
ing of Picts and Northumbrians, but Eugeni- 
us king of Scotland finding means to detach 
the Pitts from his alliance, attacked him ſo tv. 
fiouſly, that his army was routed, and him- 
felf „ ſo dangerouſly , wounded, that it was 
with great diſhcalty he made his eſcape into 

his own dominions. + Next year in order to 

T chaſtisze the Picts for thier treachery, he ad- 

vanced into their cauntry, and being drawn by 

a feigned retreat into an ambuſh at Nectan 

Ms, was ſlain, with the beſt part of his 

rces. "© cot, be RS. "# 

Tbe Pits improving their victory recover- 

ed part of the country, they had _ 


A. P. 685. + A. D. 686. ry 
Theſe inſtances, according to lord Cork, ſhew him 
i been of a martial aſpiring genius: he was the firl 
ritiſh prince who reſiſted or rather defied the Papal au- 
-thority; The Popes had been looked upon us ſacred and 
infallible ; but Egfrid paid. no-regard. to their aſumed in- 
fallibility; He deprived Wilfrid, biſhop of York, of his 
biſhopric, and ſeized all his poſſeſſions, which were great, 
even to ati amazing degree of opulenty. Wilfrid appealed 
to the pop: the ſynod bf Rome orgered that Wilfrid 
ſhould be reſtored. © He returned to England, and produ- 
ced an authentic copy of the ſentence. Egfrid in a full 
council of the nobility and clergy, treated the papal onli- 
nances aid juriſdictions, not only with contempt, but alſo 
with reſentment; Wilfrid inſtrad of being reſtored, or 
receiving any kind of compenſation; was taken into cuſto- 
dy, and ſentented to a cloſe impriſonment, - So ſpirited a 
reſiſtance againſt the ſee of Rome in times fo laviſhly ſu- 
perſtitious, ought to be remembered With honour : Agi 
tho was then the reigning Pope,” 


was at that dme When Sc. 
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= Northombriany K - 
ower 


by pe ico . e their old 


EN oe finces was extinEt in their Kitigy they 
kad no heddto unite them, the Pits, 8cts aud 


Bricons invaded thetw on all fides, and re- uni- 
rovinces, 
former 


ted to their donitnibns; the ſeverul 
which had been Aenne dy e 
Saxon monarehs- 
Ia the midſt of this Mühe en 
2 of hopes — * dtd, the na- 
his to the three He was a very re- 
ligious prince, und is fon ef learning, that he 
bad matiy ears lied d velumtary exile from his 
countty” ko ted inte eee ines, where he 
aud he 
_ Arne Mint 19/-zccepr of the 
tg was not able to r6ebver 
dene # kad been "the 
PIs, yer he rettieved the affairs of the 
thumbrians in fuck'd' manner, that hey * 
dumm his ne 
In che thirteenth Year of this e 
the Picta were * — under Bert 
employed in the ion 


A 


1 
attempt — A 
3 of this b Noting of | 


notice; till his death at Driffeld. The = 


nority of his _ pena 30 13 
V. ** dr . 
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dulf,.a nobleman, to uſurp the throne; buy 
ſo great was the affection of the reſt of the 
nobles to their late prince; that ſome of them 
retired with his children to the fortreſs of Ban- 


bury, where; bei ing . by others, they pro- 


claimed Oſred, eldeſt ſon, Ea- 
dulf inveſted che young prince in the rtreſs, | 
and might have enjoyed his uſurpation ſome 
time, had he not inſiſted on the baniſhment of 
Wikfid.; who on that account throwing all his 
intereſt in the oppoſite ſcale, the party of Oſ- 
red became ſo ſtrong that he was obliged to 
raiſe the ſiege with precipitation:  Berectfrid 
urſued him, and Eadwin being taken, was 
headed as a traitor. Berectfrid, one of 
the N orthambrian lords, who had thus diſtin- 
Fate bimſelf by his attachment to Alfrid's 
amily, and had by his addreſs brought the 
reſt over to Oſred's party, was. entruſted with 
the care of his perſon, and the adminiſtration 
af affairs. during the king's minority. His 
regency was diſtinguiſhed. among other acts of 
fidelity and courage, by his repulſing the Picis 
at Heheld, or + 3 near the wall, * 
on their invading Northumberland. 

The character of Oſred at this diſtance of 
time is branded with ſuch cenſures, as it is not 
ere fox the efforts of candour to remove, 

is 7 " e en in erer 8 
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as he increaſed in years ; to have | 
neither perſons nor places in the gratification of 
his appetites,and to have been guilty of-ra 


and inceft ; but as this account is tranſmitted us 


by monks, to whom he was no great friend, 
the features of his portrait may — admit 
of ſome ſoftening, though it muſt: 
feſſed that his vices irs ee a rebellion, in 


for his crown, who giving him battle, he 
oſt his life in the engagement. ; 


Kenred ſucceeded to the crown, which he 
enjoyed two years, without leaving any other 


monument of his reign, than the inſurrection 
by which he became poſſeſſed of his royalty. 
On his death, Oſric the ſecond ſon of Ald- 
frid was placed on the throne, which he en- 


Jojed 3 and at his death · bequeath- 


it to * Ceolulf, the brother of his predeceſſor 
Ceolulf in the beginning of his reign, found 
himſelf involved in ſo many difficalties, and 
ſurrounded on all ſides with fo many enemies, 
that it was not eaſy for him to extricate him- 
{elf from his troubles, or to foreſee what 
would be the event of his wars. For ſome 
time he was expoſed to great viciſſitudes; he 
was taken priſoner ; ſhaved by his enemies; 
forced into a convent; and afterwards reſtored. 
nn „ 7 e e 
A. D. 716. Matth. Weſtm. s it in A. D. 71 
A. D. 718. A. D. 729. RY D.733« * 


con- 


which Kentic and Oſred deſcended from a 
natural Son of Ida, were ſet up as competitors 


40 The Hilary of Cn 
in a hort time he ſurmounted all his dif- 
culties, being at peace with the Pits, the 
Scots, and the Britons ; nay ſo great was the 
2 of his kingdom that the nobility 
their old inclination for arms, ran 

e to embrace a monaſlic 

| OE who lived in thoſe days, ex- 
preſſes 1 eee a rom the conſe · 
ns mode. Ceoluff him- 

re mk the cares of royalty, and 
eh ea ___ the 1 of greatneſs, * voluntarily 
reſigned his crown to Eadbert bert, his uncle's ſon, 


and ſhut himſelf up for the remainder. of- his 


life + in the mona ry of Landisfarne. | 
Eadbert was, a perſon of great courage cor- 
cted by es get of prudence accompanied 
87 vigilance, and formed by nature to ſhine in 
the cabinet as well as 1 in the field. In the be- 
gining of his reign his dominions were i 
5 tacked by Kthelbald, while he was eee 
in an expedition || againſt the Pitts. As he ad 
| left his kingdom unguarded in that part, in 
confidence of the amity ſubſiſti ween 
the two ſtates, the Mercians met with little re- 
| HRS 9 aud e Nee 10 a, great 
Wes dt err 
* : They 


- 4 


A. D. 737, } i.e. for $ He died and was bu- 
446 75 Tm "Rn = nin from a very 


old book was afterwards kept at * Putharn, and entered in 
the catalogue of . pts at that place, 
SAP 166) N. 
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We Hiſtory of EncLand. 41 
They had very little cauſe of exultation on 
account of their ſucceſs : for Eadbert return- 
ing from his expedition, made them ſoon 
| t their invaſion, and involved them in 
the ſame fate with his other enemies, whom he 
either defeated in the field, or reduced to ſub- 
jection. A 1 2 e ; 
He had not long breathed from foreign con- 
tentions, before he was involved in one of - 
civil kind; and though a prince ſuperſtitiouſſy 
religious, was obliged for his on ſecurity, to 
beſiege Kenewulph, biſhop of London, in his 
own church, and having ſtormed the place, 
conveyed him as a priſoner to Banbury, © 
In the latter part of hisreign, he made an al- 
liance with Onnuſt king of the Pits, who join- 
ing him with a powerful army, he invaded the 
country of the Strath-Cluyd Britons, ſubdued 
Kyle, and the adjacent parts of Galloway, 
and, purſuing his conqueſts, made himſelf 
maſter of Alcluid the capital of their domi- 


ons. * 


The fame of his victories and virtues Teach- t 
ing the ears of Pepin, who then reigned in 


France, he frequently ſent him many royal pre- 
ſents, and ſolicited his alliance. But not con- 
tented to have reſcued a kingdom from ruin, 
or to attract the eſteem and veneration of 
all the * kings ; not ſatisfied with 
the love of his ſubjects, or the admiration of, - 
his enemies ; he ſuffered himſelf to be hur- 
ried away by the reigning paſſion of the times, 
E = K D 3 . > as and 


le is 7 health, in order to live the life of a recluſe.” 


43 The Hiſtory of Eneiaxy. 
and formed a reſolution. to reſign his crown, 
and xetire to a monaſtery. In-yain did the 
angers to which ſuch a ſtep expoſed his king 
om, in vain did the remonſtranceß of neigh. 
houring princes, who even offered him a part 
of their dominion, ſue for his notice, and 
diſplay their evidence to his mind; be was in- 
exorable; he was obſtinate: his“ reſolution 


got the better of all other motives; he reſign- 


ed his cron to his ſon Oſulf; he retired to 
A convent, and lived to fee Þ the train of ca- 
lamities which this weak ſtep had entailed up- 
on his family and his kingdom, 

Oſulf. being  unexperienced. in the world, 


and poſſeſſed with few princely. qualities, was 


ſoon g murdered by his own domeſtic, and his 
 # Yoltaire, makes himſelf very merry pon. this cl 
cumſtance, but, 'is more — 9 than 18 & Their 
chronicles, fays he, relate, that ten kings and eleven 


_ queens ended' their days in eloifters. It is probable, adds 


our author, that theſe ten kings and eleven queens cauſed 
themſelves, in their laſt moments, to be clad in religions 
habits, and, perhaps, to be carried into convents; but it 
is hardly credible, e they actually renounced the affair; 
of the public, in good health, in order to Iive the life of a 
recluſe,” Smollet's Tranſflat. Volt. Vol 


1 He ed ten years in bis tt 
1 A. D. 758. | 0 July 24, A. D. 759. 
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ops cert er 5 Ae Mall, 
Who us raiſed: to that y by the people, 
thaugh not of rayal Hes n electian of 
a perſon no ways related to their former kings, 
was a ep which involved the North: \mbrians 
in great troubles; every one of the nobles: 
thought that they bad as good a title as Ethel- 
wold, and 1 ta form à party to 
dethrone him. In the third year of bis 
reign, Oſwin tiled Clito, had raiſed a body- 
of forces, which ſeemed formidable, but was 
ſlain in a battle . three days 
at Eldem, near $; and his army routed. 
Three years after this inſurrection the uſurper 
+ either reſigned,” or was obliged to quit his 
throne to Alchred the fon of Otred, at Win- 
chanheale, a place where councils and node 


were enerally held. 
* was but ſhart, ſor the party 
of the late n prevailing over his intereſt, 


forced. Na yo-quit RITA? i, 


* A. p. 16s | 

K. D, 76 hel, Milton, Rapin, and Smells, 
inform us fro Ie mn, Hoveden, and Sim. Dy- 

nelm, that he Ln treacheroyfly murdered by — b 
but Higden his Polychronicon ſeems to be of the 
nion inſerted in the text, his words are, „ Moll r | 
thymbrorum re 12 + ſuccefſit Aluredus,” Cate. 
is dubiods-whether. he refigped voluntarily or by are 
oh, but mentions nothing of his murder; and quotes, 
Nor, Wig, for his voluntary reſignation; but Sim, Dus 
nelm, and Alured. an 
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44 The Hiſtory of Encr awy. 
to Kinoth king of the Pits. On his retiring, - 
Etheldred, ſon of Ethelwald, and grandſon of 
Egbert, was placed on the throne by the vic- 
torious party. FR) JEN 1 
As he had been raiſed to the throne by 
the intereſt of a faction, he * the only 
way to ſecure himſelf in the poſſeſſion would 
be to deſtroy the contrary party: with 
this view, he put to death three of the prin- 
cipalnoblemen, who had eſpouſed the intereſt 
his predeceſſor; but this act of violence, 
inſtead of anſwering his expectations, furniſh- 
ed his enemies wick a plauſible pretext for 
taking up arms, and loſt him his kingdom. 
His army was defeated in two ſucceſſive en- 
gagements, and he himſelf obliged to take 
refuge in one of the neighbouring kingdoms. 
* Elfwold, ſon of Oſulf, and. brother of Al- 
chred, was placed on the throne in his ſtead. 
' "This prince celebrated for his piety and juſ- 
& tice; but did not long enjoy his dignity with- 
| © out diſturbance. In the ſecond year. of his 
| reign an inſurrection was cauſed by Oſwald 
a Ethelbard, two of his nobles, who routed 
Bearne his general, and purſued him to a place 
called Saletune, where he was burnt alive. 
This commotion was however quelled, after 
which he enjoyed his crown with great equity 
and moderation, but notwithſtanding his vir- 
tues, was perfidiouſly murdered by Siega 1. 
3 0 de one 


F A. D, 790. 
i nn piety of 


nel Eu gr ang. „ 


one of his generals, at Scythelchefter, now | 
8. Ofwald's; near che wall of Severus. 8 

Oſced II. his nephew, che ſon of Alchred, 
ocker cd bim in the throne ; but rendered 
Mmielf h contemptible to dis fubjects, that 
in the very firſt year of his rei v, 115 was ſur- 

prized by his nobitity, who ſhaved him and 
one him in a monaſtery. 

The fate of Oſred and his predeceſſors, wt 
engagh to deter any from advancing a claim 
to the crown ; and the nobility who were now 
— of the kingdom, were at a loſs how to 

diſpoſe-of it; at Tat they reſplved ro recal E- 
d the fon of MAT who had, at this 
time, ſpent no lefs than twelve years in exile. 

Nat to be tamed by misfortunes, or taughs 
wiſdom by experience, Ethelred red „ 1 
' the reins of government with the fame ſuſpi- 
cions and vindictiye difpofition with which 6 
had left it. He endeavoured ane! more to 
ſettle himfelf in the throne, removing ſuch 
perſons as he thought his competitoys : — with 
this Od PE Ss fomltin his confine- 

OY ment, 


the nen in ads EPO grants of 
their demeſnes to monaſteries, had left ſo little ** in 
due crawn, that the aſſaſſin died ſiye years after unmo- 
leſted. in his own bed, and in bis awn. country z 
bury and others who canonize this monarch, and tel ud Gr 
miracles wrought at his tomb in Hagulſted or Hexha 
the Lr + in order to raiſe the ehatacter of 5 ſa in, 
repreſent Sicga as 6vertaken 9 
ing violent hands on r 

* 5 3 
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46 The Hiſtory of EyeLawv. 
ment, that he was obliged to fly to the iſle of 
Man in order to avoid his cruelty. He next 
{ſeduced Oelf, and Oelfwin, the ſons of Elf. 


wold, by fair pramiſes to quit their ſanQuary 
In York, and then ordered them to be aſſaſſi- 
nated at Waldremere, a village in Lancaſhire. 
The nation now n tired of his barbari- 
ties, invited Ofred home, in, which they were 
Joined by ſeveral. of the nobility, who gave 
' him. the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of their fidelity; 
but no ſooner was he arrived than he was de- 
ſerted by his troops, and being taken priſoner, 
was by Ethelbert's orders put to death at Ayn- 
burg. As Ethelbert was apprehenſive of dan- 
ger, from the neighbouring nations, as well 
as from his own” dominions, he ſtrengthened 
his intereſt abroad, by marrying Elfleda, 
daughter of Offa, king of Mercia, a prinee 
reſpectable for bis power and conqueſts. 
The Dines who ſubſiſted by piracy made 
a deſcent upon Northumberland in this king's 
reign, and having plundered and burned 
monaſtery of Landisfarne retired. Allured with 
the booty they then obtained, they returned the 
next year, and landed at the mouth of the Tyne, 
and plundered the monaſtery of Tinmoutb, 
founded by Egfrid; but being oppoſed b 
the united armies of Etheldred and Offa his 
brother in law, were beat back to their veſſeb, 


r „ 


and aſterwards overtaken by à tempeſt, in 
which they periſhed on the Engliſh _ 
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With theſe ſucceſſes Ethelred might hav® 


been content to live at peace with his own 


ſubjects, but as he was natural 5 jc * 
in his 


he could not reſt while he had a ſubje 
dominions whoſe intereſt rendered him either 


pular or formidable. It was from motives 
of this kind, that he was impelled to baniſh 


Eardulph one of the firſt nobleman of his 


kingdom, but by that means cauſed ſo much 
diſcontent as to give riſe to a civil war, which 
raged with various ſucceſs for two years. The 
' malecontents, at Taft, tired with ſuch a tedious 


courſe of proceſs, had recourſe to the more. 
ready expedient: of aſſaſſination; and in that 
manner got rid of a tyrant, * they dreaded. 


Charlemagne was ſo exaſperated with the. 


Northumbrians, for the murder of Ethelred, 


that he intended to have proclaimed war 


43 them, had they not found means to pa- 
im. | ? | FT 

Though the enemies of Ethelred had been 
powerful, enough to remove him out of the 


way, yet was his party ſtrong enough to place 


Olbald, a ſtanch adherent to the late king on 


the throne. While the people were employed 


in making rejoicings for the acceſſion of this 


new king, he was expelled within a month 
after his elevation, and forced to fly from 
Landisfarne by ſea, to the king of the Picts, 


n 
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* Ardulph, * Ethelred had baniſtes 
about fix years N Was How recalled ; 
and created 


was fit diftra an to be 
Alarmed 42 5 * Nn 5 the ſo 
of 'Aleh Ts the head of an u op- 


who looked on lemund as A nt were {6 er- 
aſperated at*his fate, "that. broke' into 
en rebeikon. Alaric 1 note” lord headed 
r forres, but eig vankuiſhed and flain 
| Ay buried their reſentmenics for a ſhort time. 
5 Sr art of difſention Kindling afreſh, th 
3 in x pl pitched attle, at Bil. 
agen near altelege under the command 
of one Wada; bur their res were defeated. 
bout three years after this, Kenplf king of 
Mercia Protection to ſome of che male- 
contents, Ardalph marched with a deſign to 
invade his dominions; Kenulf met him with 
d numero Army, and a battle Was going ro 
enſue haT it got Been prevented by the me⸗ 
pms of the biſhops and nables of both 
wy brought them to an aecotnmucdi- 


Staction at length prevailing 


| 958 Das 5 Wye OE bir Ap 
. . an e t take re in 

the court of e Aﬀer his Wd 
Elfyold c — at the Head of the mafe⸗ 


Londents ſeized on the throne ; but aſter a haßt 
eien 
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beige, was dethroned by Eunread. Eatread 
dab mitted fon after ta Egbert king of Wegen, 
who parks 950 to the ic -n61 psf 


The Kingdam 1 the Easr Anorts, 


T H E Bog dom of the angie view 
bounded on the north by the Rumberang 
the German ocean, which ſurrounded it like- 
= on the eaſt; Effex bounded it en the 
4 and the kingdom f . on the 
It contained the provinces of Norfolk, 
Su Mk, and art of Cambridgeſhire ; its chicf 
ES, 
e. ies extent 7 o in 
add fo and Sfiy in dveciith. 1 | 
The conqueſts made by the Saxong i in Bri- 
toi, not or 4 — _ freſh . ef men 
to reeruit their forces, me countries 
ready ſubdued, but 4 chieſs to 
engage in the like adventures, and come over 
wick cheir veſſels to ſettle in other parts of this 
Tde conſt from the month of the 
umber to that of the Thames, lay very con- 
vangent for making deſceuts, and hither the 
1 + firſt came in a very conſiderable 
being continually followed. by nume- 
tous armies of other adventurers. It was not 
ber- re battles; that the Britons were 
ec, and the Saxon e ee 
Vor, II. E 
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made war ſeparately, none 
are preſerved, and for the ſame reaſon none 
of them aſſumed the title of king, till Uffa, t 


twenty five years, he left his'crown to his ſon. 


: e © l , 
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fion of the countries they invaded. - As theſe 
chiefs,” eſpecially among the Angles, conſiſted 


of twelve in number, all independant, and 
their names 


who had then been upwards of forty years in 
this iſland,” arrogated the title of king of the 
Eaſt-angles. - After his having aſcended the 
throne to the time of his death, we do not read 
of any remarkable exploit that he did. He 
was ſucceeded by Fitel his fon, who reigned 
one and twenty years in as great inactivity as 
binn, tpn 19 Cy Rt, 

I Redwald; his fon, aſſumed the government 
at his father's: deceaſe, and became the moſt 
illuſtrious monarck of all the kings of Eaft- 
angles ; his merits rendered him ſo conſpicuous, 
that he was choſen the head of the heptarchy, 
and filled that poſt with all the ſplendour 
which the moſt ſanguine expectations could 
eonceive. His actions having already been 
particularized in the hiſtory of the kingdom 


of Northumberland, we ſhalt only obſerve, 


that after a glorious reign of no leſs than 9 


| J 02 3-©BUP- - 

fA.D. $75: The kings of the Eaſt- angles received 

their name of Uſings from him, accotding to Bede : and 

Speed ſays that the people went by the ſame name; he 

derived his deſcent, according to Flor, Wigorn, from Cafar, 
the ſecond ſon of Woden. | | 

JA. D, 595, He embriced chriſtianity in Kent, 4 
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Forpwald afcended the throne with great 


vantages after ſo illuſtrious a father; he 


werk and puſillanimous, left the 
the adminiſtration entirely to Edwin, 
— — was offered 


n by che Eaſt- an angles „ but gratefully 
his 


it on account o obligations to 
however continued the 
while Edwin enjoyed all the 

benefits of the monarchy. 
ence — He periwaded Eorpwald to oel 
— who being perhaps, aſter Aae con- 


verſion,” rendered leſs acłive than he had been | 


before, by his "inclination to monkery, in- 


creaſed the diſguſt of bis ſupjects, and was 


allafſinated by Riebert à pagan; Who ma- 


the reins of government, without aſ- 


— name of a king. The kin r 
gles, 171 which” chriſtian 
—— during the reign of E ald, 
ꝛgam imme in the ee 6 alin, 
during the ufurpation of Ricbert. * " 


The Szxons; tired of the e of this 


. recalled Sigebert from his exile in 
Whither = * been — the 


ar & l ouſy 
792 11 10 465 4 4 « * 


Sn home Ws the perfuaſions of 


pen op. 


his wife and other deducers : [yet he did not entirely caſt. 


| eff the yoke of Chaiſt, but in imitation of the ancient 
tang, erected two altars in the ſame temple, on 

one of which the chriſtian facrament was 9 

and on the other ſacriſices offered to the Saxon idols, | 


$4, D, 633. By fome in A, P. 631, 
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92 a 2 de Millery of nene 
E brother Eo w- ad. 
| om continent, be bad —— 


RE Us » Wo, i ved bimſelt 

branch 1 ay 

ſettled on ib te he as, be applied . to 
1 among ? 


| Pal k a e prieſt, xy him; in this 
pave work, and the {acceſs they met with an- 


bath their endeavourt and expectations. 
Sigebert likewiſe N $ Frſt literary 
ſemipary, we read of hiſtory, 
aud furniſhed 1 1 with —— to teach 
ſmences. * At length, d with the 
acceſs . tired 2 the. farce 
2 39 he xetire; of St. 
TORR 127 which pry himſelf, 
Fas his pak to Egric 


having 
kin, 
E ſcaxce aſcended his throne, kgs 

minions were invaded by Penda, 

Kare £ qo. was 3 * 
perſon of great military talents, hen 
not thinking Egric capable of meeting him in 
the wo hag recourſe to Sigebert in their dan- 
E Ter intreated him tg leave the cloiſter 
od had their troops; his piety and virtue 
| 3 remarkable, that they doubted not but 
_ heaven would: declare itſelf in his favour, and 
proſper any under he ſhould be engaged 
in. Sigebert remain HOP 5 ni 
1 9 ta- 


oy * 4 * 
. 
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ſollicitations, and was at laſt taken by force 
from his retirement, and placed at the head 
of this army. Even there he retained his 
| ſaperſtition to the laſt, and would make uſe of 
und other weapon but à ſmall wand. Thus 
armed,” he accompanied Egric into the field, 
where they dock, loſt _— ”__ and their 
armies were defeated: - by; 

Phe. crown now — to A the 
ſon of Enni, and the nephew of Redwald. 
This prince was one of the moſt celebrated 
kings of the Eaſt- angles, being famous not 
onh ſor his wirtues, but his exploits; he re- 
ceived Kenovaloch when driven from his do- 
minions by Penda, converted him to chriſtian- 
ity, and re · eſtabliſned him his kingdom. This 
22 Penda fo much, that he threat - 

to lay waſte the kingdom of Eaſt- angles 
with fire and ſword: Annas however took all 
the precautions neceſſary for his own defence, | 
and, in the midft of his preparations, was 
taken off by death. 

He was 1 by his brother Edilhere, 
who, finding himſelf in no condition to oppoſe 
ſo formidable e an enemy, bought a peace of 
Penda for a confiderable ſum of money, and 
el * in n invaſion of 80 kingdom of 

2 3 Northum- 


4 1 according to Bede: but Rapin places it 
in 
* A. D. be 4. The Saxon, annals, Huntingdon, Mal- 
meld, and Polychron ſay, that he was ſlain in a battle with 
See vol, 1, p. 201, 
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ſure to his inſenſibility. The univerſal 0 
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Northumberland, Where they were both vati- 


quiſhed and ſlain by“ Mi. 


The throne was next aceupied d by. Edit. 
- wold, his brother, whaſe reign having aſ- 

forded na memorable action, was ſueeeeded 
by T- Aldulf, Adelulf, or Ulf, the fon of Anna, 


a prince of no leſs abſcarity; than his prede- 


ceſſor. Oſwald his ſon, ſucceeded him, and 


on his death the kingdom devolved to Beorda 
his fon and Adelred Albert, who reigned in 


conjunction; bat Adebed dy ing after he bad 
reigned nine years, Beorna ad miniſtred the 


government by himſelf during the remainder 
of his life, and, at his decedſe, was ſacceed- 


ed by Adelred, ho left his grown to Echel- 


bert. This young prince was of a very ami- 
able tempet, a fine perſon, and great virtues. 
The goodneſs of his nature, and the humility 


of his mind, the regard he ſhewed to religion 


in his actions, and to juſtice in his adminiſtra- 


tion, rendered him the delight of his people, 


who wanted nothing to complete their 
pineſs, but an heir to ſucceed to the crown 


caſe of his deceaſe. He had been bred to let. 


ters, and, being fond of books, had not been 
ſuſceptible to any impreſſions from bæaauty; per- 
haps the reigning paſſion of the age inclining to 
celibacy, might have — in ſome mea- 
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fire: and common goed of his people, the 
diſtraction and convulfons the 
would be | expoſed ta for want of an heir, 


were the topios uſed bythe nobility and biſhops, 


and ſo frequently urged both in public and 
— wore at laſb conſented tu call a 
counGt to confider of the matter, and it being 
their unanimous opinion, that it wauld be 
beſt ſor him to marry, Count Oſwald, chief of 
his oni, propoſed a match with Althrida 
Offa s legitimate daughter, a princeſs of great 
piety merit. Ethelbert, acqueſcing in the 
propoſal, ſet out with a ſplendid! retinue, ac 
companied by the count, and waited on the 
ers of the Mercian territories, till he re- 

ceived a "ſafe conduct and confent from Offa, 
"_ — then —— his court at 1 

the reception of this 2 counar 
was held, . conſider on — in which 


Ethelbert ſhould be treated ; the courtiers, 


who eaſily perceived the intentions of their 
monarch, and thinking this a fine opportunity 


tq annex the kingdom of Eaſt-augles to. that 
of Mercia, determined-to murder Ethelbert, 
aud ſeize bis dominions. To diſparch him 


in as private/a manner as poffible, he was in 
vited to a ſecret conference with Offa, under 
pretence of ſettling every thing about his mar- 


age, and going thither, wi any atten- 
dunts, was in his way; by Guimbert and 


beheaded. The nobility, who. had accom- . 
raxied him, had early notice of this cata - 
Rae 0 ſtrophe 
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ſtrophe given them by Athelrida, and mount 
ing immediately on horſeback with the guards 
that eſcorted: them, made the beſt of the way 
to their own country. Ethelbert's corpſe and 
head were buried at firſt,” by Offa's orden, 
in an obſcure} place on the banks of | the 
Lugge 3 but were afterwards removed to 
8 ſince called Hereford, the Cath- 
edral of which: city is dedicated to his honour. 


Thus was the line of the Faſt- angles extinct, 


after it had laſted two hundred and ſeventeen 


; and from this period was united to the 


_ years 
; 5 Lingdom of Mercia. Nn. 
_ The Kingdom of Mzexcra. 
| HE kingdom of Mercia was bounded 
on the north by the Humber, by which 
it was ſeparated from Northumberland; on 
the weſt it was bounded by the Severn ; on the 
ſouth it was parted from the kingdoms of Kent, 
Suſſex, and Weſſex, by the river Thames; 
and on the eaſt was bounded by Eſſex and 
Eaſt Anglia. Being thus guarded on all ſides, 
by three large rivers that ran into the ſes, 
and ſerved for. boundaries to all the other 
kingdoms, it was called Mercia, from Mr: 
a Saxon word, which ſignifies a bound. The 
extent of this monarchy amounted. in bun 
to one hundred and fixty miles, and in breadti 
to one hundred. Its principal towns were 


Lincoln, 
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Lincoln Nottingham, Warwic, Laiceller 
Coventry; Litchfield, Notthampton, Worce 
ter, Glouceſter, Derby, Cheſter, Shrewſbury, 
Stafford, Oxford, and Briſtol ;, in a word, 
from the nature Xi its ſicuation, "art the pro- 

duce of the ſeveral counties it Sete, 
was deſervedly eſteemed the moſt opulent, an 
beſt Kingdom of the Saxon Heptarchy, The 
Saxonz PT ſettled in theſe parts, particu- 
lady diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their brave- 
w. no leſy than eight of their monarchs hav- 
ing enjoyed the n of the imperial crown! 
the Heptarchy in a continual ſucceſon. 
* The a e of this kingdom was Crida, the 
Leg! in deſcent from Woden, by his third 
Wethelg eate. Aﬀer a feign of ten years he 
td and his kingdom was Teined by 5 

king of Rane Who continued 2 ge 
on 2 it 1 three years 5 but finding that bis 
e produced difcantents which. ihe 
have ended in his own ruin, he ping ety 
8 to 1 Wibba, or Wippa, the fan 
Ida. | 

This prince after a reign of nineteen; years, 
4 which wa: We af no traces from any memora- 


e explait, left his kingdom t enda & his ſon: 
Who ws W gn Sf Yom 0a 


ME] in Kent, fear- 
920 his r a ambition and turbulent temper,” 

Py governmepta cond time, and hav- 
3 7 


it for the A of * year, ſeated 
Ceorl, 
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5 Ceorl, a Sas, ger of the late ki 


on the throne prince, who could 
viewed in no better light than that of 
an uſurper, has left no traces of his reign, 
unleſs an act of treachery, already mention- 
ed in the hiſtory of Northumberland. As 
he died without iſſue, the crown reverted to 
1 Penda. The opinion Ethelbert had conceiv- 
ed of the ſavageneſs. of his diſpoſition, and 
the turbulency of his ſpirit, was verified by his 
reign. He was enterpriſmg, furious, and 
cruel : delighted in war more than peace, 
and burnt with the ſame ferocity of diſpoſition 
4 ſeyenty as he did in his youth. His whole 
2 is marked 4 with nothing but outrage 
bloodſhed, and nofleſs than five chriſtian 
; Klage owed. their deaths to his treachery or 
ambition. Tis much for the honour of chriſ- 
tlanity, that he refuſed to embrace its protel- 

fion ; and the only ſoftening that his 2 
trait will admit, is that though he. refuſed to 
profeſs chriſtianity himſelf, ot never moleſted 
any for doing ſo, provided they lived up to 

the dignity of their religion. 

Peada his ſon, to whom he had given the go- 
vernment of that part of his dominions which 
lay towards the Northumbrians, | embraced 
chriſtianity with all bis nobles, and iatrods- 
ced rl miſſionaries into — poker 


$4 D. 646, *See p. ator 1 A. P. 626. 
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ther far from being offended at this ſtep, 
handered none of his ſubjects from embracing 
the chriſtian religion, and by his condeſcenſion 
tuffered it to take ſuch deep root as to over - 
thadow the whole kingdom with its branches. 
At an age when other kings are fond of 
repoſe, and the fire of ambition Darin; Verge 


dimly,..he glowed with views of conqueſt, 
and taking the field in his eightieth year, 
with a determined reſolution to ruinthe king- 
dom of Northumberland, and extirpate their 
whole race, fell a ſacrifice to his ambition 
in the manner we have related in the hiſtory 
of that monarchy. * . rao ed 
Oſwi made that aſe of his victory over Penda, 
which might have been expected from one 
whoſe deſtruction had been aimed at, and ob- 
tinately reſolved on by the Mercian monarch. 
i He ſeized on his dominions at his death, 
but in the midſt of his reſentment had a pat- 
ternal regard for Peada, his ſon in law, 
and gave him that part of his father's domi- 
mons which lay ſouth t of the Trent. On 
his demiſe he reſumed his grant, and kept 
poſſeſſion! of the Whole kingdom of Mercia, 
it was wreſted from him by 5 Wulfhere, 
che ſecond ſon of Penda. At nee 
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* He Fes five ſons named Peada, Wulf here, Ethelred, 
lerowald, and Mercelin, beſides two daughters, called 
nedurga, and Ciniſwintha,” a 
i page.,31» of chis velume. 1 Pate 32. 
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Wolfhere ſeems to have inherited the dit 
Fal ae of his father, his ambition was ref 
s, he was continually engaged in war 
with his neighbours,” his ſucceſs was indeed 
various, ſometimes victory favoured his enter- 
ies, and at other times he qa obüged w 
n hitnfelf defeated, © 
No ſooner had he ſettled the 5 FA parts 
of his dominions, than he marcted againf 
* Kenwalch king of the Weſt-Satons, met 
him after he had "aſſed the Ouſe, add defeat- 
ed him at Poſſentſberig. In conſequence ofthis 
the ag he oyer-ran all the vale of Bucks and 
djoining parts of Oxfordſhire; after which 
ed the Thames, and waſting Surry with 
yr wi of Hampſhire, reduced the ifle of Wight. 
t theſe conqueſts being too remote from his 
own territories, he des a 2 of that iſland 
and à part of Hants bordering on Suſſex, to 
+ Edilwald, king of the South-Saxons, whom 
he had taken priſoner; and to whom he had 
been godfather, on his converſion to chriſtia 


7 
next extended his dominions beyond the 
Severn, driving the Britons from their poſſeſ- 
ſons between Nhat river and the Wye, and 
ſubduing thoſe traci of the country, which 
afterwards formed the dioceſe of Hereford and 
les Page ow; The * * 
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Faſt-Saxons and Eaſt-Augles felt the wer of 
ee n 2 


Teduced to a ſtate of val. 


go. which they continued, * 2 . of 
On e 


erchy... Ai * | 
ſion he i- | ve 60 the 
biſnof r London t Wina, Wo "0Ecupi- 
ed the See till the day of his death. % T4 
Thus fortunate in alt his onrerprizes, till 


ereford, which he erefted Into. 


dent motarchy, in oe 2 his broth 
towald, but he i 
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crown, he appears from his actions to have 
been a perſon of — activity and inhuman- 
ity. The very firſt year after his acceſſion he 


waſted Kent in a horrible manner, deſtroying 


all the poſſeſſions of the ſee of Rocheſter, and 
ſparing neither churches nor monaſteries. 
Fluſhed with this ſucceſs againſt a ſmall king- 
dom, he turned his arms againſt Egfrid, kin 


of Northumberland, from whom he recove 


. Lindfey ; but a peace however was concluded 
between theſe two princes, by the mediation 
of Theodore, archbiſhop of Canterbury, on 
the terms already mentioned in the * begin- 
n Ni | 

bout this time, the ftates of Mercia, with 
their monarchs conſent, divided their country 
into the five dioceſes of Worceſter, Litchfield, 
N eee Lindſey or Cednaceſter and Here- 
Ethelred ſeemed now to enjoy the ſruits of 
his former, victories by a ſtate of undiſturbed 
tranquillity, when his reign was rendered re- 
markable by the death of his wife Aftritha, 
who was murdered by the Mercians in a jour- 
ney towards the north, in revenge for the 
death of their former monarch Penda, treach- 
erouſly put to death by his wife Elflida, Aſ. 
tritha's half ſiſter. As Ethelred gave himſelf 
no trouble to diſcover and puniſh the aſſaſſins, 
he was not free from ſuſpicions of being ac- 
ceſlary to the Würde, e Whether * 
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The Hiſtory of Ex LAND. 63 
from the conſciouſneſs of this crime, or really 
captivated with the charms of uninterrupted 
devotion, he retired to the monaſtery of Bard - 
ney, which he had founded himſelf in Lincoln- 
ſhire, where he lived no leſs than twelve years, 
being at his death abbot of the place. 
Before his retirement, he reſtored the king- 
dom to Kenrid his nephew, though he had at 
that time a ſon capable of aſſuming the reins 
of government :, intending probably, by this 
action, to render him his friend, and by a deed 

of reſtitution to calm the remorſe with which 
his unjuſt uſurpation might have diſturbed the 
repoſe he wiſhed for in his retirement. 
_  Kenrid reigned four years without any re- 
markable tranſaction to preſerve his memory 
from oblivion, when Offa, king of Eſſex, 
came to his court to demand his aunt Kini- 
ſwintha in marriage: but this princeſs, inſtead 
of complying” with the propoſal, prevailed 
both on her lover and nephew, to quit the 
world and go to Rome, where they received 
the tonſure from pope Conſtantine, + and con- 
fined themſelves to a cloiſter. 
 TCeolred, the fon of Egfrid, was a prince 
of more activity than his predeceſſors, In the 
beginning of his reign he ſupported a war with 
Ina king of Weſſex, with whom he fought a 
bloody battle near Woodenſburg in Wiltſhire, 


in which neither party could claim the victory: 
he had likewiſe ſome diſputes with Ethelbaſd, 
| F 2 "... 7; As 

7 A, D. 209. f Vol. 1. p. 208, "A 


6a The Hiſtety of EndLand. 
which, were not important enough to require 
a particular mention. As he was not ſo great 
a triend to the monks, as his predeccfiors, but 
even violated ſome of their privileges, we nerd 
not wonder that bis character was aſper ſed, and 
his life treacherouſly taken away by poiion; 
the effects of which ring fo violent, as to 
ing him into à delirium, the pious fraternity 
ere Jan * this gecahon, 5 as to fay, 
that expired blaſpheming and converſin 
with the devil. 5 
ML 5 * | 1 f $4.4 | : Fthel- 
3 then pope; formerly natned Winffe, 
and a friend to St. Wilfred, in a letter to Etbelbald his fuc- 
- Ccefjor, gives the following charitable 'account of his lat 
momen „ © Ceolred oy in the midſt of a ſplen- 

| did entertainment, by an evil ſpirit, who firſt ſeduced him 
to ſpeak contemptuouſly of the chriſtian faith and, after 
drinking, drove him into a fury; ſo that without having 
ng 


„ * 


time to prepaxe himſelf for death, he departed in a fit 
5 8 and madneſs, converſing with devils, 6 
2 2 of Go, and, without the leaſt doubt, went 
this world into bell torments,”” bee de. Me 
„Epiſt. 19. We may perceive from the words in 
utahe'the cave of bis death, * he was in a delirium aftet 
his drinking ;”* and at the ſame time need not be at a lf 
; account. fo the crime- which. occalioned it; it was hi, 
want of proper reſpect for the miniſters of Gop, and cn 
Unis dedount he is charitably fenterced to hell torments by 
the pope 1 pot the pope's own words Yonvey a mort hör. 
bible idea of his Gngu/ar bumanity, than we chooſe to ex 
& in Engliſh; Por ANN git in inſaniam nod 
konvertit ; ut 7 penitentia & one one furabundus et am 
it cum diabolts ſermecinans, et dei ſaterdotes abominans, ab 
bar luce, 1 ferne migrüvit. Sr £1. 
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The Hiſtory of England. 65 
Ethelbald, the grandſon of Eappa, brother 
of Penda, ſucceeded this unfortunate monarch. 
At his firſt coming to the crown he founded 
the famous monaſtery of Croyland ; but this 
proved, at beſt, an equivocal mark of bis reli- 

ion. As ambition hadinvolved him in troubles 
in his early years, after he came to the crown 
he lived in a diſſolute manner, teaching the 
Mercian nobility to have the ſame averſion to 
marriage with himſelf, and to indulge them- 
ſelves in incontinence. Hence proceeded ſuch 
an univerſal depravation of manners, as ren- 
dered himſelf and his ſubjects notorious in ſo- 
reign. parts, and drew a reproof from pope 
Boniface, wherein he pays a noble teſtimony 
to the chaſtity of the ancient Saxons,” who 
uſed to puniſh: every breach of it capitally, 
and with marks. of the utmoſt deteſtation. 
How far Ethelbald reformed on account of this 
reprimand, with reſpect to his private conduct, 
is uncertain ; but he ap „to have behaved 
more reſpectfully to the clergy, by making 
them amends for his former incroachments, 


and exempting them from all taxes and ſeculap - 


ſervices, excepting ſuch as were neceſſary for 
the building of bridges, and the repair and 
erection of fortreſſs. | t 
He ſeemed to be a ſecond Cataline, re- 
taiming ambition amidſt a ſcene of pleaſure 
and luxury; unſatisfied with his prefent enjoy- 
ments, though extenfive, he coveted the king- 
doms of his neighbours, and was poſſeſſed by 
the ſame reſtleſs and inſatiable thirſt of power 
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66 The Hiſtory of Exdt aN. 
after he was ſeated on the throne, as bad ren: 
cered him unjuſt and ſeditious when a ſubject- 
Feing.choſen-chief of the Saxon corffederacy, 
aker-the - abdication of Ina; he looked upon 
it as an abſolute fovereighty, though ho other 
than a poſt of diguity, and a place of danger; 
as be di covered no fmall figns of his intention 
to erect himfelf into an univerſal monatch and 
am uncontroulable tyrant, he feurred the jea- 
louſy of the Saxon prices, and occafioned 
the kings of Weſſex and Northumberland to 
enter into a league to humble: his pride. He 
was apprized of the alhante, and invaded 
Northumberland, from whence he returned 
loaded with plunder. In the mean time, his 
own dominons were attacked by Ethelbald, 
king of Weſſex, who routed à body of his 
traops commanded by his ſon Oſwald ; he 
matched immediately to check the progreſs of 
. ths ee AR back into "= — 
chuntry, urſuing his vi „ took an 
demoliſhed "Rohn, a 4 — garriſon of 
1. Weſt” Saxons, about two leagues from 
| y, on the borders of the Mercian do- 
mL: 4 17 bo ; | 

Peace was foinetimes between the two kings, 

but never ſubſiſted long. Vet in one of 

” theſe intervals, they joined their forces toge- 

ther to oppoſe the Britons, who had drawn to- 

gether à vaſt” body of forces to invade their 

inions. In the engagement, the two 
princes vied with each other in feats of bravery, 
aud the Britons were routed; After this, Eth- 
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The Hiftory of Enctand, 87 
bald was himſelf routed by Outhred. who had 
joined him againſt the Welch; # art? felt at Taff 
either by che ſword of the Weſt Saxons, or by 
+ rebellion of his own fubjects, excited by 
Beornred, in a battle fought on Seggeſwald, be- 
tween Leiceſter and Newark, ' Foy 

Beornred, who had excited the mutiny. 
ſeined on the crown, but, ing in a man- 
ner ſuitable to the means by which he had ac- 
quired" his dignity, gave ſuch offence to the 
Mereian — that they dethroned him, 
and elected Off, the fon of Eawa, brothet 
to Penda, and the next heir of the royal line. 
This prince's character was compoſed: of 
ſach a mixture of virtues and vices that it is 
dificult” to decide which were predominant ; 
ambition was certainly his ruling; paſſion, and 
an infatiable thirſt of power diſcovers itſelf in 
almoſt all his actions. He was one of thoſe 
dauntleſs 'herves, who imagine, that whoever 

. will 

T Page 212. vol. I. ſays, he was ſlain in a 
wa with the Weſt I the ru Chioniele, 
Alured. Beverl. P. Huntingdon; and M. Weſtm. that he 
was Killed in a mutiny. 5 | 

A. D. 758. Speed relates, from a manuſcript in the 
monaſtery of St. Albans, „that his name was originally 
Pinered, that he was born lame, deaf, and blind, and 
continued in that mi ſerable condition "ill he was of man's 
eſtate. Being driven by Beornred, together with his fa- 
ther and mother, into a ſolitary place, he was there re- 
ſtored to the uſe of his limbs, his hearing, and eye-ſight, 
5 miracle ; on which account he received the name o 

fa, and flaying Beornred the uſuyper, afterwards in a 
battle, he raiſed bimſelf to the ci. of Nel cla, 
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will be great, muſt be wicked, and look 
upon an extent of territories as the firſt and 
* Ke maxim of ambition. Glowing with 
an ardent deſire to render himſelf reſpectable 
by his arms, he marched. into Kent with a 
weriul army, and after laying: Aldric, the 
king with his own hand, at Qrford upon the 
T Varent, extended his authority over that 
Province. Having thus eſtabliſhed his cha- 
rafter in the field, he marched north and in- 
vaded Northumberlayd, which country being 
qàt that time diſtracted with civil wars, he re- 
duced Nottinghamſhire, and annexed jt to his 
own dominions. The Weſt Saxons having 
aſſiſted the Northumbrians in their late engage- 
ment, he was determined to chaſtiſe them tor 
their infolence ; for which purpoſe he drew 
together a trong body of [wo from Kent, 
and other tributary bogies of the Saxons, en- 

_ gaged and defeated || Kenwulf near Beſington 
in Oxfordſhire, took the place, and ſoon after 
made himſelf maſter of that country. Gloy- 
ceſterſhire in a ſhort time ſhared the ſame fate; 
and Kenwulf, though a brave and experienced 
commander, yet being unequal in force to his 
adverſary, was obli 4 to quit all his territo- 


ries lying north of the Thames. The Bri- 

tons, une the advantage of theſe engage- 

ments, made ſudden inroads in the Saxon co- 

- minions, which, being unexpected, proved 

| | 5 . genetally 

I Page 193. Vol. 1. 1 
A. D. 779. Vol. 1. p. 214, 218. 
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The Hiſtory of Ex LAND. 
penerally faceefsful: Offa, in whoſe tertito= 
ries they had got ſome footing, was engaged 
in making preparations to expel them, whe! 
their King, Marmodius, entered into a treat 
with him in order to gain time. A truce en- 
ſuing hereupon, Offa, in otder to ſecure him- 
ſelf from the inturfions' of the Britons, threw 
up a ſtrong intrenchment, which began near 
the mouth of the river Dee, in Flimtfhire, and, 
running along the mountains, ended at the 
fall of the Wye near Briſtol, This ſtupendous 
work the Britons called, in their own language, 
Claud Offa, and the remains of it are {tilt 
known by the name of Offa's dyke, or ditch. 
The Britons, who had not diſturbed the work 
while it was carried on, were rouſed by their 
king Marmodius, with arguments drawn from 
ts conſequences, to endeavour its deſtruction. 
With'this view they affembled their feattered 
forces together, under pretence of celebrating 
Chriſtmas, and, in che midſt of the truce, 
made an irruption, wherem they threw down 
the bank in feveral places, filled up the difch, 
and penetrated into Offa's court, ſpreading 
ruin and deſtruction wherever they went. 
_ Ofra, exaſperated at this treacherous viola- 
tion of the truce, ſeized the hoſtages far 
faves, and entering Wales with a very ſtrong 
enen * e 
For a particul 4 deſcri tion of this frupendous 1 N 
pee edition of Kaden, Britannia. b. 45, 
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70 The Hiſtamy ef ExcLanwy: 
army, defeated the Britons and their king in 2 
very long and obſtinate battle... 
Thus ſucceſsful in a ten years campaign, 
he returned to his own kingdom, if we ber 
lieve the writer of the Ligger Book of St. Al. 
| ban's, neither elate with ſucceſs, nor aſſuming 
any additional titles on account of his con- 
queſts : and it was owing to a becoming ſenſe 
of his own dignity, rather than any inſtigation 
of pride, that he firſt inſtituted and command- 
ed that himſelf, and the kings his ſucceſſors, 
ſhould. be preceded with trumpets, ſounding 
in all the towns, they paſſed through, even in 
times. of peace 4G on =: TY 
This ſeries of ſucceſs. raiſed Offa's reputa- 
tion to a vaſt height; and the luſtre of his 
great actions, together with the merit of ſome 
2 qualities, made the world willing ſor 
ome. time to over-look his vices. Charle- 
- magne was induced by this means to cultivate 
a friendſhip with him, and remit his ſubjects 
ſome duties, which, till that time, had be 
uſually paid, as a teſtimony of his eſteem. 
Encouragements were given for a free inter- 
courſe and commerce between the ſubjects of 
the two nations. Charlemagne wrote him let- 
ters of congratulation on account of his victo- 
ries, and ſent him, as a preſent, a book of 


/ !! 


the decrees of the ſecond council of Nice. h 
This harmony between the two monarchs had 2 
not ſubſiſted long, when it was interrupted by . 
phe officiouſnels of ſome Saxon princes, who WF E 


envied 


--» 
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etvied Offs his power, and had felt the weight 


of his reſentment, They ſent letters full of 
complaints to Charles the great, complaining 
of the tyranny of Offa, and imploring his pro- 


tection. Theſe repreſentations had their de- 


fired effect; the French monarch gave ear to 
their remonſtrances, and,” being a perſon of a 


high ſpirit, wrote to Offa a menacing letter, 


requiring him to deſiſt from hoſtilities againſt 


his neighbours, on pain of r wire . dife - 
hi 


eaſare: at the ſame time, he prohibited his 
ubjects to hold any commerce with the Eng- 


liſh; and ſeemed to threaten nothing lefs than | 


an immediate invaſion. | ; 
Offa, inſtead of being intimidated with his 
threats, turned them to ridicule, and returned 
an anſwer to them in ſuch a ſpirited reply, as 
ſhowed himſelf not to be bullied into a peace, 


while he was able to bring an army in the 


field, | 


- 


his dominions from foreign attempts, fitte 
out a conſiderable fleet, and by means of the 
mediation of Alcuinus, or Albinus, convinced 
Charlemagne that it was more for his intereſt 
to come to an accommodation, than a rup- 
ture. {8 Fo BR OAT 4 Xs 


Thus left to manage his donate affairs as 


he pleaſed, he aſſumed his ſon" Egfrid as a 


partner in the government; and beſtowed his 
daughter Eadburga in marriage to Brightric 
king of Weſſex. Elfleda, his ſecond daugh- 


* . ter, 


He took the moſt proper means of 2 
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12 The Hiftery of Eo aun. 
er, was married to Ethelred king of Nor- 
arne the diipoial of his third, we 
all give an account of in the ſequel of his 
gn. 1 | uns s if R 
Phe Danes firſt 7 ſoat in England in this 
£ 


ing's reign; and if they had always met with 
ach à reception, as he gave them, would 


\ 


| probably have never enturizuned any hopes of 


iring here. In nn with his ſon. in- 
law, Brightric, he ſet upon them after they 
had made a ſmall booty, and drove them back 
to their ſhips wath a very great laughter, 
Not fausfied.. with. the conqueſts he had 


15 made, or the reputation he had acquired; he nad 


his eye upon the kingdom of Eaſt Anglia. and 
into ſuch a horrid plot to ſecure him- 
3 of it, as tarniſhed all his 
glories, and branded his memory wich 
eternal infamy. Ethelbert, a prince of a very 


- amiable character, reigned then over che Eaft 


Angles ; who demanded. his third daughter, 
ida, in marriage; Offa, with the greateſt 


of friendihip, invited him to his court; 


the king of the Eaſt Angles accepted of the 


| 2 3 but was there murdered by the in- 


gation.of Quindridæ, Offa's queen, in viola- 


' tion of the molt ſacred rights of hoſpitality. 
The monkiſh authors, who were under obli- 


PTT toe lands donaood, ender- 


vour to exculpate him from this crime; by 
repreſenting him as being ignorant of it, and 
0 en 
A. D. 798. See page 4. of this volume. 
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- Aivorcing T his wife from his bed, as ſoon as 
it reached his ears. In order to pre'udice hy . 
reader to the belief of this aſſertion, he is pre 
yioully told, that no one was ever more hum- 
ble in . nor more humane after vic- 


tory : but, unfortunately for their cauſe, we 
are informed, in the very ſection in which the 
king's knowledge of this crime is related, that 
he ſhut himſelf up in à private chamber, ab: 
ſtaining from food, and giving kimſelf ovet 
to the moſt bitter ſorrow and lamentations fot 
three days together; and what is Wil a far- 
ther. proof of his being an acceffary, if not a 
principal in this atrocious crime, we are told, 
that he poſſeſſed himſelf of the dominions of 
the unfortunate prince immediately after His 
allaſſination. - 5 Ne | ; * agen 
Vet, being a prince of great policy, and 
unwilling to expoſe Himſelf to popular fury, 
by ſeeming. entirely unconcerned amidſt the 
ſuſpicians of being conſcious to this act of im- 
piecy, by the advice of Humbert, archbiſha; 
of Lichfield, his creature, he contrived an ex 
pelicnt, which not only eraſed this blöt from 
is character during his reigu, but likewiſe - 
convinced the vulgar that he was a perſon of 
extraordinary piety. For this ole, in the 
kit place, he gave à tenth of bis goods or” 
(F'% 
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nity, and his munificence to the church. 


74 The Mſtory of Excrtxny. 
eſkate to the clergy, and ſeveral manors about 
Hereford to the church of that city: he next 

retended - to be honoured with a. viſion, in. 
Which the place of St. Alban's reliques was 


diſcovered to him by ſome angelic being, and, 


to carry on the cheat, tranſlated them with 
Aye to the place, Where he afterwards 


a church in that ſaint's honour. No- 


thing now was wanting to eſtabliſh an opinion 
of Gfa's ſanctity, but a journey to Rome; 
which, in that. time of ignorance, was deemed 
as meritorious, as the pilgrimages to Mecca 
are, at preſent, among t 3 99 — To 
make this ſtep more popular, he aſked the ad- 
vice of a ſynod of hiſhops, held at Verulam 
tor that purpoſe, and Suren their approba- 
tion, he ſet out on his intended journey, tra- 
EA wich great danger and difficulty over 
When he arrived at Rome, he was received 
by the pope in a manner ſuitable to his dis; 

n 
bis firſt conference, he propoſed the cauſe of 
his journey, which was the canonization of 
St. Alban, and the confirmation of his grants 
to the monaſtery. erected in his honour: be 
inſomed bim of the pretended miraculous 
manner in · which he had diſcovered the relique: 
of that 4aint, and gave him a minute detail of 
the cures and other public teſtimonies of theit 
efficacy and reality, which had been wrought 


The pope readily agreed to his requeſt, cone, 
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nized Alban, and received, in return, the 
grant of a yearly tax, which was levied all 
over Mercia, and originally called Komeicot, 
or Peter pence, becauſe it amounted to a penny 
each family, and was levied on the firſt of 
Auguſt, an which is celebrated the feaſt of 


1 


St. Peter ad wincula, | 
Having thus obtained more than his 100. 
from the pope, a plenary abſolution from 
His fins, on account of his liberality ; he re- 
turned to England, erected the monaſtery of | 
St. Alban's, and living there for ſome years as | 
ſteward, -ended a life, which, if we regard his | 
conqueſts, was ſucceſsful ; if we regard his 4 
behaviour to Charlemagne, was glorious ; if ? 
we regard his treachery to Ethelbert, was in- | 
famous; and, if we regard his atonement ia j 
dacrificing his eſtates and the properties of his 
Jabjets to the prieſts and the pope, was | 
meanly * if not pufillanimoufſ ß 
IKICAL. i - n 
At his death + Egfrich, his ſon, WhO had - Þ 
deen crowned in his father's life, ſucceeded a 4 
the ſurvivour to the crown. As he began lis 
reign with reſtoring ſome privileges to the \ 
<lergy, which his father had deprived them o 1 
he is repreſented as a prince of whom the na- a 
ion conceived. no {mall hopes: but their ex- 
hectations were ſoon rendered abortive, by his N 
dying about five months after his acceſſion. 0 
„„ _— The l 


af 


A r OT 1% 

76 The Hiftory of Exot any. 

The crown devolved at his death'to Kenulf, 
deſcended in a collateral branch from Penda. 
.This prince, who ſhewed no little favour to the 
-priefts, is generally repreſented as an exemplar 
of piety and juſtice; temperate without excels, 
bumble without a ffectation, and courteous with: 
out oſtentation; active and courageous in the 
Held, ſtudious to enrich his ſubjects in the 
calm. intervals of peace; and ſo cireumſpet in 
4 conduct, as to be fecure both from the 


arts of envy, and the brands of malice. Eg- 
bert“ Pren, a kind of renegado prieft, had by 
Means of his eloquence prevailed on the Kent- 
ihmen to ſet him on their vacant throne ; but, 
like Julian, from a chriſtian 4 75 apoſtate, 
and perſecuting the orthodox, he had attempted 
to put Athelard the archbiſhop to death, fer 
adhering to his religion. Ihe archbifhop 
| . Javed bimſelf by flight, and informing the 
pope of his condition, he pronounced an ana- 
thema againſt Egbert, admoniſhing all chniti- | 


* f | | hands 

„ "Carte detives this ſurname from Pregar, Saxon, to 

preach ; but Teannot ſay,” that I ever met with that word 

n any Saxon author; the words frequently uſed by Alff 

Ain his tranſlation uf Bede, are læran and Hodian: It mult 

be conſeſſed, that Pridician, Saxon, is ſometimes uſed for 

the Engliſh verb to preach; but muſt be terribly vreſted ia 
make it produce Pren- | = * 
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hands to be cat off, and his eyes to be put out, 
carried him priſoner with him into Mercia, 
and ſet Cuthred upon the throne of Kent. 

4 3 alliation for this a& of 8 


ly no atonement. "Kenulf, Having * | 
thoug a 1a at Winchcamb in Sie | 


ſhire, on the feaſt of dedication, in the pre- 
ſence of Cathred, thirteen, biſhops, ten dukes, 
many other nobles, and a numerous concourſe 
of peaple, led Egbert Pren, his unfortina 
captive, up to the high altar, and there 

him his liberty, without the leaſt ſolicitation, 
or hopes of ranſom, Kenulf, no leſs brave 
than ſuperſtitious, lived in peace with his 9 
neighbours,, Who durſt not attack him, and 
was reverenced. by his le, who were bf 
ſuaded hy the commendati ons bs receiy 


the pricfts, that he 1 e proſe t FE 


death he left one op. wo daughters, the 
former a 


K 
Aide, DAME 3 an and the are d 


Kenelm, being a 3 at the time of bis 
father's deceale, Was aſſaſſinated in the firſt 
year of his-reign, by the orders of his; ſiſter 
Quendrida. Though the murder was com- 
mitted in the privacy of a thick wood, and t 
ol of the Ro thrown 1 4 5 — well, 

preveny 8 diſcovery 3. het. bein 
accident, the — ig s Was 5 N 
of her execrable wickedneſs, and PEE 
reſign the crown to Ceolulf, who, in 71 
cand year of his reign, was driven out b 

L B 3 eb. 
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| ornulph. „The uſurper had been ſcarce two 


years on e throne, when he was defeated 
and ſlain r king of the Eaſt-Angles 
in ag invaſion he had made on his dominions. 
Ludican, who ſucceeded bim, endeavouring 
. te. MOOT 230700 445445 i010 K 7 | . 
a} Wiglaf afterwards + mounted the throne, 


Was f defeated two years afterwards by 


Egbert, who ſubdued the kingdom of Mercia. 
A351 1 Nan +43 6179S VT 25 15 | | | 
154d. vp i Kinodom of oc rx. 
4 Thi The Kingdom 2 * | 
8 . PRs LET 7 : * | 
**. 11 E Kingdom of Eſſex, or the Eaſt: 
| © Saxons, was bounded on the north by 
Eat. Anglia, on the Eaſt by the German oce- 
"an, on che South by the Thames, and the 
| by the kingdom of Mercia. It compre- 


24 
: 


"Hended Effex,” Middleſex, and part of Hert- 


fardſhire,. and its chief towns were London 
255 Colcheſter. Its greateſt length was wen 


five miles, and its breadth only thirty eight. 


This kingdom, though inferior to the others 
In extent and power, yet; in religious zeal, 
ems to have vied wich, if not to have ſur- 


Fed all oche sr 


Tres Bat Saxons came over at the ſame 


dime With the others, and ſeized, by degrees, 


Den Eſſex, Middleſex; and that part of Hert- 


 _ "Bord ee belonging to the dioeeſe of London, 
Den i 224. AD 2; | 


wh x | | but 
MEER 2? 1 * 
4. 525. f 4. b. $27. 
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bat as they were under ſeveral ind we 
chiefs, none of them afumed' the” foys ry til 
the time of Erkenwin. © © ICTRH 
This prince held his Kingdom as ſe6dary to 
the kings of Kent, but NHftory is filent ag to 
the time and manner in which it was diſmem- 


a and rendered an independent moflar- 
Though the very idea of the founder f 
2 Loggen includes in it courage and akti- 
vity, yet Erkenwin's reign, though protractech 
to ſixty vears, teems with no remarkable” e- 
vent. We are told, indeed, that bis ſon Sled 
dx fucckeded on his death; and were it not for 
that occurrence, we ſhould not know r to 
fet the boundaries" of his reign.” 
Sledda ſeems to have lived in profound dane 
wit at his death, to have left hi: kingdom Ws 
ori who ſahefited his pacific diſpoſition: 
Sebert, on his acteſſion to the crown, Wis 
pagan, but was converted partly b 4 the preach- 
| ing of Melitus, and partly by the influence 
his uncle Ethelbert, at hide: time king of 
Keke and head of the Saxon heptarchy. On 
his converſion he joined with his uncle in erect- 
ing the metropolitan church of St. Paul's, on 
the ſame ſpot as the temple of Diana had | 
formerly been built: Ethelbert made London 
a biſhop's ſee, wherein he placed Melitus who 
had been ſo uſeful i in the converſion of his ne- 
BY Theſe two kings next joined in rebuildin 
t. Peter s Weſtminſter, whichhad been ane. 
2 IE had king ONO the time of C onſtantine, 
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the room; of the temple of Apollo, which 
Sede > Gaid ſpot; and Sebert * dying 
was buried here, with his wife, whoſe bodies 
were tranſlated in the time of Richard the ſe- 
cond, to the new church of the ſame name. 
On his demiſe, his three ſons, Saxred, Se- 
ward, and Segebert, formed a triumvirate, 
and reigned together. Their father's piety, 
had very little effect on their minds, i i 
his life they might perhaps, have worn the 
mask, but it appears from Bede, they + per- 
liſted in idolatry, and, on their father's death, 
took off the maſk, publickly E them- 
elves pagans, and gave free liberty to their 
ubjects to practiſe the rites of heatheniſm. 
Not {atisfed with this open affront to chriſtia- 
pity, they behaved with the greateſt inſolence 
to the pontiff, ridiĩeuled the ſacred myſteries of 
chriſtianity, and on Melitus's refuſing to admi- 
niſter the ſacrament to them, becauſe they were 
Molaters, they expelled him from his See, and 
baniſhed him the realm. Aſter they ve 
reigned about ſeyen years, they raſhly engag 
. . and Nwic helm kings of Kent, and 
fell all three as a ſacriſice to e wah: 


KA. D. 616. Tindal, in his annotations to Rapin, 
ys, he was buried in St, Paul's cathedral in London: 
bur Speed, from Hoved. and T. Walfingham, ſupports che 
opinion, which we'have-adopted. 2 
» + Smollet, ſays, they tenounced chriſtianity, but Bede, te. 
reſents them as being obſtinate pagans, without the leaſt 
| Far of their baving deen ever converted : his words ar, 
* Saberet, ] regna pᷣerennia petens, tres ſuus flios, gui PAc 1- 
N43 PER DUBAYER ANT, gui temperalis redo rabqus 
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The crown now fell to Sigebert the little, the 
fon of Seward, one of the triumvirate, Who 
lived in ſo great obſcurity, that even the time 
oſ his death is ſcarce know 

Though he left boch a brother and a ſon 
ſurviving, yet“ he was ſucceeded. by Sigebert 
the Good, the ſon of Sigebald a brother of the pi- 
ous king Sebert. He ſeemedto have acquired the 
ſurname of Good, on account of his reſtoring the 


after it had been extinguiſhed by the three 
brothers already mentioned. The 8 
of the prieſts in thoſe times was deſpotic 

mcontroulable, the ignorance of the great as 
well as the poor ſerved to rivet their chains, 
and aggravate their tyranny- TwWwas to a 
weaknels of this kind, that Sigebert owed his 
death. Cedda being now conſecrated: biſhop 


in excommunicating a nobleman, though one 


nication. Sigebert, not regarding the penal- 
met with the biſhop ;/ and being conſcious. of 


proſtrated himſelf at the biſhop's feet, and 22 
ped his pardon. 1 This puſillanimity of th 

ing coming to the ears of the nobleman; he 
was ſo exaſperated at his making his ſubmiſſi- 
on to his enemy, that he entered into a plot 


T. Bede, from whom this ineident is tranſlated, ,adds, 
that the biſhop, who was 9 on harſeback, al 


chriſtian religion, by the aſſiſtande of Ced, 


of the Eaſt· Saxons, had exerted his authority 
of the King's relations, for being guilty of for- _ 
ty, went to ſee his couſin, but in his return 


his having done amiſs, alighted from his horſe, 


4 D. 617, Beda. Hiſt, lib. zi. c. 3. With 


mounted 
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with another” of the king's relations, and aflaſ- 
fnated him 8 e 
He was ſucceeded by his brother Swithelm, 
who was baptized by Cedda at Rendlefiam 
in Norfolkſhire, the firſt year of his reign, 
Ethelbert, king of the Eaſt. angles, being bis 
| —— This is the only remarkable tranſ- 
ion which charaftermes his life. At his 
death, his crown was poſſeſſed jointly by Sebbi 
che ſon of Seward, and Sigher the ſon of 
Sigebert the little. Sigher, in the beginning of 
= reign, renounced the chriſtian religion in 
x pique, -occafioned by a mortality Rn his 
people: but afterwards was reclaimed by 
means of Wulfere king of Mercia, to whom 
Hoth theſe princes were vaſſals. Sigher dying, 
Sehbi reigned ſome years, by himſelf, ac. 
quiring no ſmall reputation for the juſtice and 
. Equity of his adminiſtration,” Inu his old age 
he turned monk in St. Paul's monaſtery in 
London; giving himſelf up to all the exerciſes 
and hardſhips of the religious ; when he died 
He was buried in a coffin of grey marble, with 
the cover coped, which Speed ſays was even 
in his time ſanding in the north wall of the 
"chancel of St. Paul's church. No- 
223 with the king, touched him with 
His ſwitch, at the ſame time prognotticating bis doom : 
co which Smollet, in his hiſtory, Cabjoins, that the j1t- 
diction wy N fulfilled, in all probability by the cr. 
peels direction of the good prelate. . 
According to Bede, A. D. 660. The Cottonian M. 


8. places it in A. D. 665. Speed in 661. But Rais, 


CO 
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Nothing material on relating to the re- 
maining fovereigns of this kingdom; the only 
facts that time has rolled down to us are, that 
they began to reign, and that they left their 
kingdoms, on their deaths, to others: as.they 
performed nothing ſerviceable to poſterity, 'ris 


no wonder that the - memorials of them are 


fmilar to thoſe Which a country tombſtone ſup- 
plies us with relating to a p oughman ;. they 
are equally obſeure, equally. barren of in- 
ſtruction, and it were to be wiſhed they, were 
equally innocent. The honeſt ruſtic may per- 
haps · in this particular -Kave the advantage of 
the monareh; he may have exerted his ts 


to the utmoſt, in his narrow ſphere, for the good 


of his neighbours, though his peculiar tranſac- 

tions may -have been. buried 2 oblivion: but 

the abilities of kings are great, their ſphere is 

extenſive, their good actions become durable 

on account of their Fuge Js gi yg and a 
8 


reign that has not a fin act to ſnatch 
it trom oblivion, carries with it ſuch an idea 
of indolence, as muſt have been prejudiciat at 
that time to the ſtate, and muſt render the ſo- 
vereign eriminal in the eyes of his poſterity. 
Let us return however juſt to Hint, for. hiſtory 


has ſupplied us with no other materials, that | 


Sebba was ſucceeded on his reſignation by his 


tons Sighard and Senefrid, who lived together 


in harmony, and did not long furvive each 
other, On their demiſe, the crown devolved 
to-Offa/the ſon of Sigher, who going to the 
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the godck; his reign, though 
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court of Kenrid, king of Mercia; to demand 
Kinefwincha in marriage, Was perſuaded by 


Her to embrace a monaſtie life. 


His facceffor was 2 of Sigebert 
arren of mat. 
ter, was of 4 long duration ; his particular 
exploits are not indeed mentioned, perhaps 
his reign was ſpent moſtly in the ſilent virtues 
of Ae peace; in general we are told, he 
carried his ctemency to exceſs; and that, for 
want of keeping this virtue within proper reſtric- 
tions, he was aſſaſſinated by hisown ſubjects. 
—_ * Bwithred, the laſt Eing of Elicx men- 


.- tioned in the Saxon ànnäls, was ſucceeded by 
Sigerie, or Sirie, who embraced; a monattic 


life at Rome in A. D. 799. On his relig- 
nation. the town devolved to Sigerid, who 
aſter a reigu of twenty four years, + ſubmitted 

CIV jt As. ADD 23:5... 


has have we given the "hiſtory of the 
— heptarchy, a fabric Which for ſome years had 


been growing tod heavy for itſelf; Several of 


the tons, Which had been framed and 


fitted within it, kad either burſt aſunder, or 
were forceably deſtroyed. © The building had 


been tottering long before ir fell. A ſxilfal ar- 


tiſt was wanting to gather up the beſt materials, 
to form a new edifice of magnificence and du- 


Tation: Such au architect was found in the 


perſon of Egbert. king of the weſt Saxons, 
"whoſe hiſtory we have next in view. 
O84.» #:4 Jura ALE . 43¹ 10 2 8001 
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of e have obſerved, 10 de a 
7 of of this Volnme, che Saxons. 
bud fent'a depamtion- to Egbert 
on the dest of Brightric, to re- 
| turn to bis native kingdom, and 
aſſume the crown which had been worn hy his 
anceſtors.” They found him then in the court 
of Charlemagne, the greateſt monarch on the 
continent, famous not only for the ſucceſs of 
his arms, but likewiſe for the depth of his 
Politics. Egbert had learned the art of war 
m his camp; and catching fire at the proſpect 
of his victories chirſted for. an opportunity of 
dif playing his talents to the utmoſt, and of be- 
er. II. H + coming. 
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coming as ref] pectable for his victories, as his 
rotector. In this interval he had qualifed 
imſelf with every art that was proper to adorn 
a throne, and ab) ly had planned the union 
of the heptarchy. 

At his acceſſion to. the throne * als wht 
be a ſtranger to the advantages he had over the 
other monarchs of the heptarchy. Theſe ad- 
vantages he was reſolved to avail himſelf of in 
the moſt proper manner; but afted with the 
greateſt precamion, for fear of alarming bis 
neighbours, His firſt care was to learn his 
troops the diſcipline he had been taught, white 
2 ſervice of Charlemagne ; and his next 

p to . them of its ſuperiority to asf 
other. For this purpoſe, WT. e ſought for a 
per object to try their proweſs ; two ind of. 
fered enters, to my choice; which were ei- 
_ ther the kingdom of Kent, or the territories 

fill iu poſſeſſion of the Britons. To attack 
the former would probably have ruined his 
on becauſe it was then fubje& to Kenulf, 

ing of Mercia,  prinee of diſtinguiſhed cou- 
en, and head of the. Saxon heptarchy: he 
therefore prudently declined row ſing ſo reſpett- 
able an enemy, aud determined to carry his 
arms agaivit the Corniſh Britons 
A rupture happening about this time de⸗ 
teen Ardulf king of Northumberland, and 


'Kenulf king of Mercia, he interpoſed. bis kind. 


offices, and- ee them to an 
r 


- 


\ . Having 
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* of his moderation in the minds of Sax. 
he took che opportunity to attack the 
Com 'Brirons. The feſt cam aign he made, 
ſerved to convince his ſoldiers of the ſuperiority 
of the diſcipline, he had introduced among 
them; the Britons were unable to reſiſt them, 
notwithſtanding they made incredible efforts. 
The Welch intending to aſſiſt their brethren 
in Cornwal, gave Egbert a-pretence for in- 
vading them t . year. Notwithftandi 
the 0 they made, he defeated them i 
ſeveral engagements, and 'at laſt wreſted the 
northern province of Gwynedh from them, + 
by the ſuperiority of his arms, The Britons, 
fond a hardy and obſti nate nation, inflexi 
—_—_ f lier, and implacable againſt a 
knew 54 how to a. them- 
eures ſubdued, * after a defeat, only wait- 
ed till the victor had diſappeared, in order to 
reinſtate their affairs and rob him of the fruits 
of his ex Ds ſtruggles to preferve their 
Ve dart were the ſtruggles 
of men who en — true value of liberty, - 
| and were determined to 'die independant. He 
| wis convinged of the 3 Mibility of ſub- 
duing them „and though he had laid 
their country wa "by fire and ſword, was 
d to have recourſe to threats, and enacted 
2 law whereby ko made. ie death for "> Briton 


pas 
11.1 a6 vette” 
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The death of Kenulf happening at this 
nftare,' he was immediately raiſed to the 
ead of the heptarchy. From this time every 


thing conſpired to favour his grand project. 


Exeter with all the country of Devon, had 
ſubmitted to his arms, he had routed the 

ricons at Camelford, and had taken Cheſter, 

he heptarchy was reduced to five kingdoms, 
among which his own was the moſt conſidera- 
ble. The other four were torn to pieces by 
inteſtine commotions: Northumberland had 
long been rent by. two factions which endea- 
voured to - ſupplant each other. Mercia was 
in the ſame condition ; though enlarged by the 
acquiſition” of Eaſt-anglia, and the conquet 
of Kent, it was not. ſtrengthened : the Eaſt- 


angles were only waiting for an opportunity to 


throw off the Mercian yoke ; and the kingdom 
of Kent was reduced ſo lo by its wars with 


the Weſt. Saxons and Mercians, that it was 
not able to make the leaſt; oppoſition. Eſſex 


made but an inconſiderable figure, and was 


governed by a king, in no reſpect a match for 


Egbert. N nin n 
Theſe conſiderations inflaming Egbert's am- 
bition, he increaſed his armies. This {tep 


joined to the ſeries of ſuccefs which had crown- 
ed his arms, raiſed the enyy and jealouſy of 


Bernulf king of Mercia. Though he mi 

not ſuſpect his intention of conquering all En- 
gland, yet he feared his growing too . 
. a 9 71 ne 
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He could foreſee: by bis ſitustion, that his 
own dominions were in danger; and on that 
account took the opportunity of Egbert's ab- 
ſence to invade that part of the weſt Saxon do- 
win which arg oc Mercia. 'This 
inxaſion, preven gbert's improvi his 
2 in Cornwal and obliged him wo Garck 
againit the Mercians. When the two armies 
met at Ellandune, now Wilton in Wiltſhire, 
the Mercian army compoſed: entirely of luſty 
young fellows, could not help viewing the 
roops of Egbert, which confifted of diminu- 
tive meagre fellows, with great contempt. A 
battle -afterwards enſued, which was tought 
an bath ſides with great bravery, but Egbert at 
lat gained a 2 and as the ene · 
my were at diſtance from their own country, 
entirely * deſtroyed their army in its retreat. 
Egbert was got ſorry that Beornulf had 
furniſhed him wAh a pretext of turning his 
arms againſt him, and COS the power of 

Mercian kingdom, the only abſtacle to 
the vaſt defign he had formed of reducing all 
the kingdoms of the heptarchy, ' 2 


Monaſt. Ang. tom 1. p. 3. Cambden fixes this engage · 
ment in A. D. Bar. Gabe eie p. 112. But Hipden's 
En in A. D. 820. and the Saxon aunab in A. D. 
| j: os places it in Hampſhire, Lambard ſuppoſes-it 
to haye been Ellisford near Wincheſter, and the annotatem 
of Cunbden, at the place mentioned in the context. The 
vdds between the two armies are ſettled by Higden, at ten 
to one on the fide of the Mercians, danke oo 
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He took poſt in ſuch an advantagebus fitua: 
tion, that it was impoſſible ſor Bernulph to 
fruſtrate his deſigns: While he attacked Oxford - 


ſtirerand the county of | Glonceſterſhire, for- 


merly a part of the weſt Saxon dominions, he 
ſent his ſon Ethelwolf with biſhop Ealithans 
and Wulfheard an experienced general to re- 
duce Kent. Baldred the chriſtian king of that 
nation, Eat no better than a deputy to the Mer- 
eians, ſollicited the aſſiſtance of Beornulph, 
but in vain: his late defeat rendered it impoſ- 
ſible to bring an army into the field time 
enough to relieve him; Egbert was poſted in 
ſuch à manner, that he muſt defeat him firſt, 
but this he was both afraid and unable to at- 
tempt. Baldred notwithſtanding his weak - 
ness hazarded a battle, * defeated, 
and obliged to ſeek for ſhelter in Mercia. By 
this victory Egbert was rendered maſter of the 
whole country ſouth of the Thames. 
/ The Eaſt: Saxons and part of Surry: belong- 
ing to them, or the Mercians; diſſatisfied with 
the behaviour of their oppreſſburs, readily ſub- 
mitted to Egbert, was the Eaſt-Angles, 
ſpirited up to revolt by his emiſſaries ſent am- 
baſſadours to him, offering their ſubmiſſion, 
tand deſiring his protection. 
Beornulph, who knew too well the value of 
his tributary ſtates, being unable to oppoſe 
Egbert, drew off his forces to oppoſe the Eaſt- 
Angles, thinking himſelf itrong _ 
| | Sf aſtiſ 
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Ss for thejr infolence; and to reduce 
them to their duty. He marched therefore to 
the territories of the EKaſt· Angles, before their 
diflance would ſuffer them to receive any fein- 
forcements from Egbert : but the Eaſt: An 

withbut any aſſiſtance defeated his army, 1 


| flew him in the engagement. . Nr. 


The Mercians unwilling to yield the king- 
Joibof the Eaſt-Angles, 159 aſide their a 
moſities, and — in raiſing Ludican $0 the 
throne,” This prince penetrated into Eaſt- An. 
glia, wich a numerous army, breathing n 

thing but vengeance againſt them for their re- 
bellion ; but amidſt his threats was eicher flat - | 
in battle; or aſſaſſinated by the enemy, ' 


Whether the Mercians viftevercd Nog By "a 


bert privately aſſiſted the Eaſt-Angles, r 
eyes were _ by his conqueſts, ſo ag td 
perceive their o, n immediate danger; they _ 
entered into the moſt' prudent meaſures for _ 
their own fafery, by placing Wiglaff on ther. 
trone. He was a perſon of known vor un 


üs de been only"to fave engage MAKIN / 


Angles;-might pechaps hive anſwered che | 
pettarions of his ſabjefs. © © 


But Egbert had now pulled off che EY 7 


and declared opealy in favour of the RAHu 
2 Wiglaff did all he could to Winken 
im, büt was driven from provines 8 


vince, und at laſt obliged to- n pe 


in his couſin amen 8 
of Croyland.. 


% 


| 4 1 Hiſtory of Byib 1 aw. 
"3p | . while. ; 1 ; i 
Gels lack. in Meraizy 199d had e a 


 _Scſhlaurels in Mercia, and 
chat province as far as the Humber: but at 
length 55 che misſortanes of che exiled 
3nd by the mediation. of Siward, abbot of 


-  anient ſorm .of government, and ruled by 
| heir own prince; a perſon of noble talents, 
q 2 5 Fhe Eaſt. les, who had been rather the 
an che allies of the victor, were now 
vell convinced that they had been fighti 
p bis hatt les but not their -W-] n; and (inſtead 
eriagchkeir liberty, were obliged to ſet down 
e , Contentedwith having only changed their maſt, 
bert, having by this prudent ſtep provid- 
% > bt: the- tranquility of Mercia, reaſſumed 
operations againſt the Welch; their intel- 
ois had weakened them ſo much, that 
© "ey Were unable to oppoſe ſuch a general, at 
E-'. ie head: of an army of veterans, inured to 
mine, and fluſbed with conqueſts. He ſoon 
nn their country as far as Snowdon, and 
_ wolk'poſſefiion of the hundred of Rbyvonioc 


Nor- 


1 
Y b 4 
- hy 


mDepbighſhire, 
8 by 
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enen 


un had not ſubmitted to this N mo- 


was tent ſo much by inteſtine quarrels, that it 
was unable to make any reſiſtance. As ſoon 
as his army had penetrated as far as the Dare 
in Vork hire, Andred the monarch of the 
Northumbrians, readily accepted of the ſame 
terms, which had been granted to the Eaſt- 
Angles, and was glad to become tributary to ſo 
entcrprizing a commander. 


The ſeveral kingdoms of the Saxon heptar- | 


chy, being thus either immediately. in Eg- 
bert's policfiion,...or overned by kings who 


were has vaſſals; in to give a ſanc- 
non to his authority, he ſummon general 
council of clergy. and laity at Wincheltr, 


wherein he was ſolemnly crowned king 
Britain, iued an edict for; aboliſhing 
diſtinctions amon 
mg 232 25 
from that time by the name 
dle lond. eee 3 * 


l 
& 


o According to an antient REA of the Cottonian 

y in the Britiſh Muſeum, marked Domitian, A „ Is 

A. D. 329. Thie name was not at this time fig i 

ed on this iſland, but renewed : it being very r Ya 
perſon of E Egbert”: $ ambition ſhould, otherwiſe, ha 


his kingdom from a people he had conq —— * man 
from his own ſubjects, -- Befides,this; Bede; thongh.pot by 


edict, ſſtiles his book which, treats of the 5 


A of the whole heptarchy, the eccleſiaſtic hiſtory o 
Ae, Eight; Jon Be of Ot in Bo ot Po- 


«2 bots 


2 . 9s 
Northumberland was the only. kingdom 


narch ? but like thoſe he had already ſubdued, 


' — 


the A at king 4 
e united Heptarchy to be 
af he 
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. The er F Tio. any. . 
had now attained” to the 17 
* Wimes, was the moſt glorious Ein 
cer nah ve on ite & 1 7 4 
univerſally reſpected by his ſuhjects, and h 
nothing to fear from The attempts of neigh- 
bouring monarchs. But chis funſhine of hap. 
| or of 8 obſcured N by pes, and 
is tranquility interrupt the e 
of the Danes. 4 1 5 
- © They were a I eompoled of different 
nations, inhabiting the countries of Jut! 
Sweden, Denmark, and Norway, T hele 
countries were © inally peopled by the 
Goths, who changed their” names to that of 
Danes in the rei of their king Dan, the 
= of Humel. That they were of the ſame 
al with the Saxons gene from the ce- 
pri mel of their e the make of their 
| bodies; the cuſto cheir country, the fa- 
"wag deb of their manners, Afid their propen- 
| e and räpine. That they were 2 
eSax6ns likewiſe appears from 
_ the,* ſtory of Charlemagne, who had car- 
| on LF fn of 219) leſs than e 


ren 
N 16's 


_ Wee 17. n eee from 
| Le of the Anths. — hgh 
ent poste, fays it derived its name Aion from 
„ being originally called H. 25 1 
ne — it Engefter-lod 
& Which afterwsrds was ſhorted, and called Eg. 
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erer r 
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. at laſt ob 


| 4 being by the increaſe of their OWN 
batives. and the addition of theſe refugees, 


poſſeſſed, which were in themſelves 

and never manured: Being likewiſe wickont 
any manufactures of their own, and deſtitute 
of all knowledge of the arts; they fought 
only how to ſpread themſelves at 


A 35 
from their own country. The valt. foreſts. w 


which their country was 2 furniſhed 
them with ſufficient. quantities of timber for 


10 veſlels, which were worked with 
two fails, . and wich oars, and would carry 
about one hundred men with al] 2 


necellary for a cruiſe, They uſed 2 | 


long the lea-ſhoce, ant make earn, in th 


where they were likely to meet 2 
no reſiſtance, 1 — return 


with what booty „ 
diſtributed KR ach Flick, in th in the | 


ſame manner as he 
thecoalt of Habe. 3 theſe 
22 was not only a N N but an — 2 
* om did vat think it 
bc han g ſucceſſes of the 
e encourage their countrymen ; 
y. were Joined by the Saxons, Who giade 
delcents on the. French coaſt more 


than on an others, being particularly incenl. 
ed 2 that * for -— 19 | 


them to ra- 
for ale; 10 Jutland, derte ſavages of 


grown too numerous for the territories they 


* - * ot 
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98. The Hiſtory of Encraxy. | 
_ Nigried.” The French called them by the gene- 
ral name of Normans, but the Engliſh by that 
of Pagans, till they were attended in their de- 
ſcents by ſome Daniſh princes, at which time, 
they diſtinguiſhed them by the name of Danes. 
"The" firſt time they were ſeen in this iſland 
Was in the reign f of Brightric king of the Nor- 
| thumbrians, when they came rather to deſcry 
the country, than to make a booty; and kil- 
led one of the king's officers, who would have 
obliged them to come before the governor of 
the place to give an account of themſelves. 
Six years after they made a deſcent on Nor. 

Wen een; where they made what boo 

they could, and were agoing to emb 
with it, had they not met with the reſiſtance 
mentioned in the hiſtory of that country. As 
were divided into mdependant clans, and 
_ had a vaſt extent of coaſt to make their inva- 
fions in, it was ye to guard againſt 
their attempts, or enter into a — with 
them, to prevent their deſcents for the future. 
As ſoon as one clan was departed with their 
"boo , another would: ſucc them, and the 
fortune of having expelled one enemy, 
Was little or nd ſecurity againft another. Thc 
only defence againſt their incurſions; was o- 
mitted by the Saxons, who had'negleRed their 
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tels Wich had happened amongſt themſe 
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den, e es 
had wich the Britons; and the inteſtine: 


ves, 
mad them Tooſe fight of this grand, this ne- 
ceſſary object. They either had forgotten, or 
were ſtrangers to the political maxim, that 
a kingdom is preſerved by the ſame meaſures 
by which it was at firſt acquired. They might 
recollect that it was owing to their marine, 
that they firſt got footing} on this iſland but 
they did not give themſelves the trouble to 
infer that their ſuperiority at ſea would be 
the beſt means to preſerve their dominion; and 
to defend” them from the conqueſt of other 
nations, who ſhould tread in their ſteps. 
It was for want of this precaution that the 
: Danes landed in the t iſland of Sheppey, plun- 
dered the place and retired before it was poſſible 
to attack them, This ſucceſs encouraged: them 
to make a deſcent tlie “ year following, at 
Tinmouth, but receiving a ſmall check they 


re-embarked,” and eruiſing along the coaſt with 
thirty-five fail, aeg n 0d of fifteen thou- 
ſand men at Charmonth in Dorſetſhire. Eg- 
bert on the firſt news of their landing e- 
quipped a fleet, and defeated: their navy ; but 
marchiag againſt them with an army of freſh 
naiſed trõopꝰ by land, he ſuffered a defeat after 
an-obflinate battle, in which were ſlain two 
biſtops, and the earls of Hudda and Oſmond. 
His army being entirely routed, he was ob- 
. to * them 1 their flight, and in. 
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debted to the darkneſs of the -wight ifor titc 
_ preſervation of his liſe. Though the Danes 
2 — 2 — Non 

y t 

of —_ betook themſelves | M 
21 "= happe ned apforunately that the remains 
4 the Britons had ſo inueterate an hatred a- 
gainſt the Saxans, - chat t it Was their 
mutual intereſt to aſſiſt in theſe pi 
tical invaders, they on 7 join the 
:Panes, and aſſiſted them in their attempts 2 
rot the-Saxons. About two years alter the 
aſt deſcent already mentioned, the Danes, by 


-reaſon of the -encoura they -received 
_ from their pi ew, e en With 2 
—— —— conſiderable 


cect; and were immediately joined by the 
Britons ; after cheir [they marched in 
vorder to ſu E But he + cry 
experienoe 12 is defeat ; and held 
art in the ſirſt notice, 
and retrieve. che nn 
month. He chem both With his. fleet 
aud vs army; thaugh he was not able 4 
eim any. great matters by dhe former, * 
fm aged them with. his troops,at-Hengd: 
m:Cornwal, tuuted their united 
Forced che Britons — 
. ha Duns 
.tirchto; 9 
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behind kim the of an accompliſhes 
commander, a er re "= 
r pal 4 E 
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ITY 
N of his older 


of e and had taken orders. Pope 
Leo, on the death of — yard g2antod hi | 
2 diſpenſation to quit the monltiſ habit, pro- 
bably at the requeſl of his father, who had 
now no other ſon to ſucceed him in his king- 
dom. Aſter his being ſeculariaed be had af- 
his father in his — — — 


ſity to indolence e ag his 
fe no {mall uneaſneſs. Even on 2 
bed the king could not help —__— 
. harps if he did not, by his Brac 


res ſail ; and baving landed their 
men, * . * 


I 3 Ke 
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f 100 The Hiſtory of : ExeLiAnS. 
it waſte aſter a terrible manner. - Ethelwolf, 
who was too inactive to command his army in 


perſon, detached a conſiderable body of troops 


under the command of Wulfherd, an able and 


experienced officer, to chaſtiſe them for their 
inſolence. The Engliſh general engaged the 
Danes, and, after an obſtinate reſiſtance, rout- 
ed their army and drove them back to theit 
fleet. This victory afforded but a tranſient 
gleam of joy to the king, as it was ſoon follow- 
ed by the death of this valuable officer; whoſe 
loſs Was aggravated with the news, that ano. 
ther body oft Danes had made a deſcent at 
Portland; and were pillaging the country; 
Ethelhelm was ordered with the Dorletfhire- 
men to oppoſe them. In the beginning of the 


engagement he charged them with ſuch fury 
ths 1 x 


. put them into diſorder; but, receiving 
treſh ſupplies, they rallied, and returned to the 
Charge with: ſuch bravery, that the Engliſh 
were obliged to yield in their turn, ſuffered an 
entire deteat, and had their general ſlain in 
nan „ e 364 Blogs e 
The following year they landed at Rom- 
vey, and deſeated Herebryht, an Ealdorman, 
who. was ſent to oppoſe their progreſs. After 
this they waſted Lindſey, the country of the 
Eaſt Angles, and Kent, leaving behind them 
ſuch marks of cruelty as muſt fill a benevolent 
-- avd humane mind wich horror. The next 


year London, Canterbury, and Rocheſler, 0 
5 N N ˖ 
+ A. D. 840. | 
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— the mil 4 
their 


meet with — 
The variety of deſcents th 


in ſeyeral parts of the kingdom had diſcovered 
us fertility, and made them defirous to procure 
the iſland. With this deſign 


a ſettlement in 
then arrived with 


defeate 
body of 
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: kingdom was 


_— n this time be. 


tween — the tributary king of Mercia and 


Marvyne Vrych king of the Britons, a battle 
enſued, in which the latter Was ſlain. This 


king's death, inſtead of putting an end to the 


quarrel, ſerved only to inflame the animoſities 
of the two nations; the Danes were Called 


in to the aſſiſtance of the Britons, and the Mer- 


cians were aſſiſtod by Ethelwolf. What - was 
the ſucceſs of the two parties is at preſent a 


ſeeret, which none of our ancient hiſtorians 


Have diſcovered. However, this is certain, 
that the ravages continually made by the 
Danes, made Ethelwolf glad to diveſt himſelf 
of one part of his dominions in favout of his 
natural ſon Athelſtan, who by this means be- 
came king of the Eaſt Saxons and Kent 
Thou N this prudent expedient contributed 
to the ſecurity of the ſouthern coaſt, yet it did 
not free it entirely from invaſions. + The 
Danes appeared off Parret in Somerſetfhire, 
but were attacked in the mouth of that river 
by the united forces of Somerſet and Dorſet - 
ſhire, under the command of the governours 
Earnulf and Oſric, together with F alſton 
A bimop. The ſlaughter made among the 
Danes, and the victery gained over their 
army by theſe 322 was ſo ſignal that the 

or ſome years freed from their 
| -k n Aſter 
* A. D. 84 + A. P. 8:5. 


On 


1 


Aſter a ſhort reſpite they returned and met 


with leſs pefiftance in Northumberland? TI 
unhappy diviſions of that kingdom exhauſted 


itz rength in ſuch a manner, that it became 
areaſy prey . Ethelred had been depoſed by 
his rebellious ſubjects, and Redwald placed on 


the Throne; who loſt his life in a battle with 


theſe invaders: his death reſtoring Ethelred 
to his kingdam, he. was involved in the ſame 
fate, and fell in a battle fought with the fame 
enemies, Oſwald Aleended 


this kingdom proved the harveſt of the pira- 
tied! Danes, who generally fermented the Di- 
viſions, and joining the weaker party, met 
with a ſafe landing, at the ſame time as they 
were exhauſting the ſtrength of both tlie fac. 
tions. N tt 141 
"Theſe furious invaſiohs of the Danes were 
nothing but the prelades of their grand de- 
fign, which was to procure a ſettlement in 
the iflanld. They came now in greater 
bodies and in more numerous fleets ; but the 
event did not anſwer their expectations. One 
party of them was routed by Ceorl governor 
of Devonſhire at Wenbuty. Another of their 


armies was 'defeated by Alcher governor of 


ent, and nine of their ſhips taken in a ſea 


fight: by king Atbelſtan, and the, reſt of their 
fleet obliged to leave the coaſt : a third party, 
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les. the throne after 
him, but was ſoon aſſaſũnated by a faction, 
who oppoſed his elevation. The troubles of 
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ws The aeg Excraxy; 
vn board a fleet of three hundred and ſſiy 
veſſels, failed up the river Thames, took Cant 
terbury and London, routed Bertulph, king 
pf Mercia, but pengtratipg into Surry, were 
attacked by Ethelwolf and his fon E elbald, 
who routed them, and flew ſuch numbers, 2s 
are. Fas De. Notwithſtanding this 
vertnrow tney too winter U 
fn the Iſle of Lk * «Avg 
As no mention, is made of Athelſtan after 
his * 8 at Sandwich, it ig conjectured 
at he died either in that battle, or at Okely ; 
nt as the authors who have given us a parti: 
cular account of theſe engagements, pare a- 
ated ſo remarkable a circumſtange, it ſeem 
more probably that his death was 4 natur 


" The following year, is remarkable ah 
6: the death of Berthulf king af the Mercia, 
and the ſueccthon of Birthred. who not only 
_ "ned by the conſent of Athelwolf, but allo 
peering bis dapghier Ethelwitha. The Welck 
els this. 5 taken vp arms, Ethel wolf a{- 
iſted his ſon-in-law, and reduced them to o: 
Ience. 
be Danes having now mage good thcir 
83 ſettlement in the iſle of Thanet, an attempt 
-was made by the united. forces 5 urry and 
ent to diflodge them; the begipning of the 


z but. the Danes, alter a bloody engage: 
ment 


* as 


3 4.0. 852. and % FAD. . 


ngagement the, uniteg army had the advan- 
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ment, got the victory, and the to governors / 
Alcher and Hugda loſt their Jives in the battle. 
NF battle 0 ebene two years be- 


e. Was ſuch a check on Danes, as ſup- 
hed Ethelwolf with au opportunity to in- 
dulge bimſelf in the converſation of monks 
anch in che exerciſes of ſupetſtition. His con- 
ſdence Was ſhared between Swithin biſhop of 
Wancheſter, and Alſtan biſhop of Sherburn, 
two prelates of oppoſite characters. Swithin, 


artful manager, than his royal maſter, fell in 
with his favourite paſſion, continually preached. 


ofa religious life, and endeavoured to detach. 
him entizely from worldly cares. Alftan, who. 
was a greater politician than his aſſociate, 
a more ſihcere friend to his prince, and more 


rouze him from his lethargy; into which the 
diſcourſes of the other had thrown him, by, 
fring hiß ambition, animating his courage, 


his father Egbert, and ſupport the character 
of. his family... When the inrgads of the 

anes alarmed. the country, Ethelwolf re- 
ſigned himſelf to the counſels of Alſtan: but, 
became a upe to the ſuggeſtions of Swithin. 
\s the former combated With his inelinations 
he loſt ground daily, as che latter ſootked 
them, he got the aſcendant fo far as to make 


Enunrrworny.. wh 


who! was no leſs a;'bigot; though à more 


to him the vanity of earthly pomp, the joys 


real lover of his, country, endeavoured. to 


and exciting him to rival che, noble actions of 


When 5 s was given do their inroads, he 
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156 The Hiftory "of Exo Ax p, 
him kis "tool; His pie inpreaſeg at the ex 
pence of his Flyers Be and his munificence 

to the church and clergy Which was looked 

h 


＋ In order to convlice the of the fn. 


4 cerity of his devotion, he ſent his ſon Alfred, 


with a Iv retinuę to Rope, at the age 


of five years, Where he received confirmation 


from te hands of his holineſs; which was, in 


2 thoſe times, uſually adminiſtered to children 
at the age 


of ſeven. As this rite was then 
ormed by unction, it gave occaſion, after 
lfred's ſucceſhon to the throne,” to ſeveral 


writers to pay a 3 the — . 


account of his 
What has been kites a'proteſiant may be al- 


eg to lay that it was a compliment only. 


if Alffed had then been anointed king, 
what reaſon can be aſſigned for the previous 


| ſucceſſion of his brothers; or what reaſon can 


be aged | for his ſecond unction on his own 


 acceſhon 


This mark of Ethelwolf' piety, was not 


ſufficient to fatisfy one of bis pigotry. t The 


after his ſon's journey to Rome, be re- 


boired to go himfelf, and take Alfred 25 


. kim. be dangerous ſtate in which 


poop was ag the Py: could 2 4 
V 
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is piety,” degenerated 
unto eXtrayagance, and the mot Mei profu- | 
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vert him from his intention; his religion had 
deprived him not only of his reaton, .. but 
likewiſe ot his humanity: the danger his ſub- 
jects would be expoſed to in his abſence made 
no e on his e was reſolved 
to go; and {et out without even nominating a 
W in his abſence. N 
* the fourth received him with all the 
marks of diſtinction due to fo great a bene- 
ſactor to the Roman ſee, and was ſuſficiently 
tepaid for his civilities by the munificent 
weakneſs of che king. He rebuilt, during his 
Ray, the Engliſh college, which had Bien 
burnt don he engaged to extend the rome- 
ſcot, or peter's pence over the whole kingdom: 
and. as a ſtronger mark of his liberality and 
weakneſs, bound himſelf to pay a yearly tri- 
bute; of two: hundred marks beſides; two thirds 
of which were appropriated to defray. the ex- 
Fences ef tapers in the churches of St, Peter 
2nd St. Bal at Rome, and the remainder left 
to the, pope's. own 1 C 
Ethelwolf havin ing his ſtay in this ci- 


ty, which was no leſs than one year, viſited 
every! ing, and paid his. devotions to every | 
relic, took leave of his holineſs, and in his re- 
turnſto England, ſtaid ſome. time at France. 


„t Jad, the danghter of Charles the Bad. 
bb va S 1 be. ad, 43 


captivated Ethel alf with. he arms, 
who being then a widow married her though 
Yery young; and by this ftep, gave rife. to uch 


NH 0.1575" 7c we xo 0008 
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ow. in England as nad Ie to have col 
' Rigr Bl crown. | 
While he gratified the opel; of his paſſion 
. "i bigetry 840 he was totally carcltis with 
© reſpect to the: ſtare of his affairs at home. His 
Eingdem was expoſed to che iffults of a Fapa- 
cious enemy, who took the advantage of his ab- 
© fence, and quitting their ſettlement, advanced 
to the ifle of ShefHey, nearer the heart of his 
dominiens. As they were ſuffered make 
* motion without reſiſtance, they became 
every day more dangerous and more inſolent. 
Alſtan ſearing that the nation Would fall a fa- 
© crifice to the king's indolence, and piqued at 
; the afcendancy w wPich Swithin had I gained over 
Bis affections, engap ged together Wich Eanwolf, 
earl of | Somerſet, and thebald, the king's 
© fon, in a conſpiracy agamit the Wolf. Ethel. 
WH - Baſs ealily entered” into their meaſures; being 
| n a malecontent, on "account his fa 
ters not giverr him the kingdom of Kent on 
the death of Athelſtan. His diſguſt was ag 
ravated by Alſtau, who repebſonted the old 
* Frag to be itt” his gptage, the kingdom let 
© niked to invakon, the injury done him in 
deny ing bim che ſucceſñion of his brother, and | 
5 fr, 5 755 of his bein g ſupplanted by the 
its of new. match, 05 account of his | 
bac nets to his —. ſpouſe, and ; 
b "the 175 and intereſt of 1 25 Theſe 
ns nt onfy convinced Ethelbald bf 


e of oppoling wy ahbe 0 * 


* 4 


every future. king was forbid to aſſume the 
name of queen, on pain of the king's be- 
eckoned.an alien, and his ſubjects being 


aſures 49 prevent his return, the king 153. 
wich his 


* ted by his. preſence, proſecuted his de- 
I 15 his father on the other ide was taking 


„ vers thing boded deftruBion, when 
by che principal noblemen and prelates, foreſee- 
5 ing that a ei war would expoſe the nation 


on and his Jon- ta terms: of accomodation, an 
if re-eltabliſked peace in the illand. Ethelwolf, 


caſion, geded the, ancient kingdam of Weſ- 
br ſex to Ethelbald, aud reſerved to himſelf 
* only che 3p a5 of Kent, Eſſex and  Suſ- 
Nie ex. This {acrifice' procured bim 2 
; during the two reniaining years of his life 
nd | * ö 8 Fen x 
lo and liberty of placing his wife on the 
er eve, au complimenting her with the 
L oo + 


PP 
— — — = 


ing reclaimed by the remonſtrances of Swithin. 
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title of queen, notwithſtanding the law mem 


tioned in Þ the former part of this volume. 
His time, during this interval, was engroſ- 


ſed in works of charity and devotion; and 


when he found his end approaching, was fi- 
niſhed by an act of prudence, wherein he en- 
deavoured to prevent diſputes among his chil. 
dren, by Aer the fucceſſion before his de- 

arture. The territories over which he ruled 

imſelf, he bequeathed to his ſon Ethelbert, 
in caſe of whoſe death they were to deſcend 
to Ethelred; and for want of male iflue, were 
entailed” on Alfred: his perſonal: eftate: was 
given to charitable uſes; and he ordered that 
all his ſaccefſors ſhould” maintain 'one poor 
perſon out of every tenth family; Having 
made thefe "diſpoſitions, which were confirm- 
ed by the Weſt-Saxon nobility at Langdene, + 
he expired, being ſucceeded in Weſſex by E- 


thelbald, and by Erhelbert in Kent. 


 ErxzrBaly and ETHertberTt 

10,91 Dy, K. N. BS Fes. 

> Thelbald. characterized his reign by inceſ- 
-tuoufly marrying Judith his father's widow, 


_ governed tor ſome time in a, very arbitrary 
manner, indulged himſelf in a every vice that 
 follicited his, apperites, and was generally eſ⸗ 


tecmed indolent and perfidious. At laſt, be- 


4 


f pag. 6k A. D. 857. 
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biſhop of Wincheſter, he divorced, Judith, and 
made ſome atonement for his former crimes, | 
by a ſtrict obſervance of Whatever the bilhop il 
On his death his crown devolved to Ethel- 
bert his Brother, a prince as remarkable for 
is virtues, as Ethelbald had been for his 
vices. His adminiſtration was conducted with 
fo much moderation, that no civil commotion 
diſturbed the national tranquility during his 
reign... * J. eng 
2 The Danes having for ſome time intermit- 
ted their piracies, lulled the 'Engliſh into a 
falſe ſecurity. . They had in a manner aban- 
daned all thoughts of their marine; and had 
not in all their kingdom a fleet ſufficient to 
nt their deſcents. This was a fatal er- 
Tour, Which has always been productive of 
danger, of miſchief, and of ruin. When the 
Danes arrived at Southampton, they were 
232 to land without any reſiſtance. 
herever. they came they ſpread terror: no 
one made any preparation to ſtop the rapidity 
of their progreſs 3 flight was the only means 
uſed for preſervation; and they were ſuffered 
do penetrate as far as Wincheſter, the metro- 
polls of Weſſex, which they | plundered 
and reduced to aſhes. As they were returning 
to their fleet with their booty, they were at- 
tacked by Ofric and Ethelwolf the Engliſh 
generals, Who, after a great ſlaughter, put 
zbem to flight, and recovered the plunder. 
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I Not long after they landed, and wintered 
in the iſle of Thanet, with an intention, as is 
thought, to _— their incurſions early in the 
year. But the Kentiſhmen in order to divert 
the ſtorm with which they were threatned, en- 
tered. into a league or truce with them, pro- 
miſing to pay them a ſum of r money. The 
perfidieus Danes in the mean while thinking 
_ that they could gain by plunder a far greater 

ſam than that which was 'offered them, took 

+ A. D. 864. according to Afſerius ; but A. D. 96;. 
according to the Saxon Chronicle and others. 

T Smollet erroneouſly fays that the Danes were by 
treaty to pay the money to the Nentiſpmen; and in his 
.. tranſlation of Veltaire, ſhews he has not yet perceived his 
miſtake, Voltaire haying ſaid that Ethelbert, following 

the unhappy example of Charles the Bald, gave them 
money. Smollet by way of reply acds in his note, 
That it is very ſtrange his author ſhould introduce Ethel- 
dert as paying tribute to the Danes in the year 852, 
whereas that prince did not aſcend the throne of England 
till above a whole century after this period. Rapin in- 
troduces Echelbert himſelf as making the offer of the 
money to the Danes, whoſe authority 1 imagine Voltaire 
follows: Aſſerius, and the Saxon chronicle repreſent the 
 Kentiſomen as offering the money to the Danes; ( A\- 
ſerius s words are Pagani, Normanni feve Dani byema- 
verunt is Inſula Tanet—guibus. CAN NuARII pecuriom 

Pro feedere ſervato redere promiſerunt,” This ſhews that 
the Doctor is miſtaken in his hiſtory of England: he is 
miſtaken likewiſe in his note already quoted. In bis 

hiſtory he places the rei gn of Ethelbert in A. D. 857, and 

: this tranſaction in the ſame year likewiſe, : how then can 
he aſſert. as he had done in his hiſtory, that © Ethel- 
bert did net aſcend the throne of En "till above 4 
© * Whole century after the'year 85222775 
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the adyantage of the truce to attack the 


Engliſh r ſurprized them by night 


waſt the eaſtern part of the coun- 


3 The year following this treachery, Ethel- | 


bert died, univerſally lamented by his ſub- 


jects, whoſe affections he had acquired by the 


prudence and juſtice of his goverment, He 
left two . ſons, named Aldelhelm and Erhel- 
wold; but was ſucceeded in the throne by 
Ethelred his younger brother, agreeable to his 


ETuzLarD I. A. D. 866. 


throne, took poſſeſſion not only of 


the hereditary kingdom of the Weſt- Sa xons, 
but likewiſe of the conquered provinces, in di- 

rect violation of an a V1 
fred. ſometime before, and atteſted by the 


ement. made with Al- 


Engliſh} nobility... Alfred, being at that time 
ſeventeen. years old, - demanded the perfor- 
mance. of this contract in the preſence of the 
ſame nobles, who had ſigned it as witneſſes. 
However Ethelred refuſing to make guod the 


terms of this agreement, à new one was 
then made, wherein, it was ſtipulated that Al- 
. fred ſhould ſucceed to the whole kingdom at 
| Ethelred's deceaſe, in the mean time be 
allowed certain lands = his ſubſiſtence, and 


s + 


a E 
. 


e Inne ae 3 yo : A 
J. D. 865. Aﬀerius places it in A. D. 864. 
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| have à ſhare of all thoſe territories which 
- ſhould be "conquered by their joint forces, 
'This accommodation, which was made at 
| Swinburn, united the two brothers in perfect 
| - harmony, and induced them to act in concert 
; 7 the Danes, now grown ſo ſormida- 
ble, that nothing but the ſtrongeſt union could 
Vin dem 
Ihe dominion of the king's of Weſſer 
4 over the kingdoms of Mercia, Eaſt-Anglia, 
and Northumberland; had gradually been 
| weakened by the deſcents of the Danes, and 
| the neceſſities the kings of Weſſex were reduc- 
* ed to in defending their o-ƷZ dominions. 
The Northumbrians, being the moſt remote, 
had about five years before ſhaken ofthe yoke 
entirely, and raiſed Oſbert th the throne. As 
| . © they had on this occaſion laid 'afide their 
animofities, chey bid fair for retrieving their 
former character, and rendering their na- 
- tion as Houriffing as er. Buca bifforeſeen 
| 
| 


accident plunged them again into new tron- 
bles, and rene wed the flames of diſcord, whieh 


were as yet only ſmotheted, but not extin- 
"guithed. roy y oo ite 2 ea . 
Odbert, who kept his court at York; retorn- 
ing from the chace, called at the houſe of 
Bruern Brocard for fome*refreſhment. Bro- 
Curd, who was 4 nobleman 55 birth, and fu- 
perintendant of the ſex coaſt; chanced to be ab- 
- ſent upon duty. His lady, who entertained 
che king, being a perſon of great beauty, 1 


age Frag g ss 3 rr 28 


tiva 
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tivated the heart of the monarch. After din- 
ner, he ſeduced her to her chamber, under 
pretence of having private buſineſs with her, 
and then violently raviſhed her. On Brocard's 
return, he found his wife bathed in tears, 
and being informed of the outrage committed 
againſt his honour, repaired immediately with 
a body of his friends and relations to court. 
Surrendering” his land and his place to the 
king, he renounced his homage, and declared 
he would never hold any thing of him as 
lord, for the future. From this time he de- 
voted his whole attention to the ſtudy of re- 
venge; he ſpirited up the Bernicians to a re- 
volt, and inſtigated - tho to place Ella on the 
throne.” This once more involved the king- 
dom of Northumberland in all the calamities 
of a civil war: but the parties being ſo equal- 
ly matched, Mat neither of them durſt ha- 
zard a deciſive battle; the kingdom remained 
no longer expoſed to the miſeries of 

a. ** * ; i * q 


- Bruern  Brocard, thinking his vengeance 
ſtill incomplete, reſolved to call in the aid of 
a foreipn/power to his aſſiſtance: and with that 
deſign went to Denmark. He ſoon perſuaded 
Irar, or Guthern che reigning monarch to 
eſpouſe his cauſe, by repreſenting the weak - 

neſs of Northumberland and the probability o 

' fuceeeding in an attem on that kingdom. 
Ivar eafily embraced the propoſal; and ha- 
ving equipped a powerful fleet, ſet wy the 
me. and bots img 


1 
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ſpring; accompanied with Hubba his brothe, 
— . — who undertook to con. 
duct this expedition. d 
*" They landed in the county of the Eaf. 
angles, where they wintered, and having ſup- 
ied themſelves with horſes, marched earl 
in the ſpring towards Yorkſhire. On ther 
approach, the two kings ſuſpended their ani. 
moſities, and agreed to join their forces tog. 
ther in order to oppoſe the common eneny. 
Had Oſbert maintained his in the capital 
of York, the Danes would probably har: 
been obliged to divide their forces, an might 
conſequently have been overpowered. hu 
che prince giving way to the impetuoſity of hi 
courage, marched out to meet them; he charged 
them at firſt with ſo much fury, that the Danes 
were ſcarce able to ſuſtain the ſhock : yet ſun- 
moning all their courage, theyMefended then- 
{elves till the vigour of the Engliſh was e. 
hauſted, and then attacking in their tum, 
obtained a complete victory, killing Ofyill 
in the battle. | "Aker this action, the Dans 
entered York, where being cloſely preſſed by 
Ella and his forces, they made a ſally and fv 
Ella, together with a great number of his n. 
© bility; at a place, which from this mis fortui: 
q received the name of Elleſcroft.. | 
This ill ſucceſs induced the Northumbrian 
to enter into a treaty with: their min, 
Fit Deen Rinn fl 3. en 11 
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which they were leſt in quiet poſſeſſion of Nor- 
thumberland.. © 1 * 

Ivar having taken 2 ſtation in this 
place for two years, marched ſouthward, and 
advanced to Nottingham, where he ſpent the 
winter, threatening Mercia with an invaſion. 
Burhed alarmed at his progreſs, made 17 

ca; 


cation ſor ſuccours to. Ethelred and Al 

who marched. with an army of weſt Saxons to 
his aſhftance; They found the Danes had forti- 
hed; themſelves in à place. not eaſily to be 
forced, and were for avoiding a battle, On 
which account both parties conſented to a 
truce ; the united army returned home: and 
the Danes marched again far Northumberland, 
where they ſtaid a whole year. During 
their ſtay in theſe parts, they deſtroyed the 
city of Areluid, . taking their route, to- 
wards the weſt Saxons, through Lincolnſhire, 
deſtroyed the abbey. of Bardney, killing all 
the monks. Peterborough, Ely, and all the 
monaſteries that-lay in-their way, ſhared the 
ſame fate: towns and cities. were burnt, wo- 
men raviſhed and murdered, and no age, ſex 
or quality ſecure from the wantonneſs of their 
barbarity. | | 


+ The heroic behaviour of Ebba the abbels, 


A. D. $68. Smollet repreſents Buthred as PB 
the iſſue of the battle, and buying off Ivar with a ſum of 
money: but neither Aſſer, who lived in theſe times, nor 
| eſbury mention any fuch circumſtance.” | 
＋ Matt, Weſtm. manuſcript copy ef Peterb. in 
nian collection. Cer ee ah 
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and her nuns, at the abbey of Coldinghan 
deſerves a particular mention in a work wrote 
with a * to inſpire virtue, and recommend 


bravery. In order to prevent both herſelf 
and thoſe under her charge, from exciting the 
luſt of the Danes by their perſonal charms, 
the perſuaded them to disfigure themſelves, by 
cutting off their noſes and upper lips with a 
razor; and ' ſetting them an example vegan 
with herſelf, This expedient had its de 
effect in ſaving their henour, though it cok 
them their lives. For the brutal Danes, in- 
- cenſed- at their diſappointment, ſet the mo- 
naſtery on fire, and conſumed the abbeſs toge- 
ther with all her nuns in the flames. 
Ii Ivar embarked on board his fleet with a 
chaice body of troops, while his brother Ubba 
- was on his march towards Weſſex; and made 2 
2 a deſcent in the kingdom of Eaſt-angles. The WW * 
Engliſh engaging him at Thetford in this f 
Province, were defeated, and their king Ed- 
mund, after having ſuſtained a thouſand in- 
dignities, was transfixed with arrows and af- of 1 
-terwards beheaded. 7 
The two ſaxon princes had brought wit WW th 
"them great multitudes of women and childen WW 83 
to plant the parts they intended to ſettle: and 
Raving proceeded in their conqueſts cr 05 
f credi 


— 
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t Afer. annal. A. D. $70, but according to the Higdea. 
and the Saxon chron. 869 but the chronological manulcrP! 
4a the cottonian library confirms Aſſer s computation. 
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credible rapidity, now joined their forces in 
order to attack Weſſex, the only kingdom that 
was able to diſconcert their defign. They 
ſoon penetrated as far as Reading in Berkſhire, 
which city on account of its fituation on the 
confluence of the Thames and the Kennet, ap- 
pearing a proper place for their head quarters, 
they fortified by trenches and ramparts, drawn 
between the two rivers. Three days after their 
arrival, they detached a conſiderable bod) 
to forage, which, being met at Englefield, 
Ethelwolf, the earl of that country, was, 
er an obſtinate reſiſtance, very roughly 
handled and put to + flight, with the loſs of one 
Fam dn ates tis gemen Pihclred 
our days after this * lred 
and his brother having + eir forces, ad- 
ranced to Reading, cutting all the advanced 
parties of the enemy to pieces, till they came 
to that fortreſs. The Danes who had cotteQed 
all their forces within the town, made a vigo- 
rous ſally, and after an obſtinate engagement, 
in which Ethelwolf was ſlain, remained maſters 
Lr e 
The Engliſh incenſed at the loſs of fo wos- 
thy a perſon, and burning with ſhame at the 
ſain they had received from their defeat, ad- 
ranced againſt the Danes four days 5 after- 


wards 


a my —— 5 „„ a. Ms. 2.6 \ 
31 , , | * 
v, overlooking the vale of 
| its name 
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wards'to Aſhdown. The Danes were drawn 
up in two” bodies, one of which was com- 
manded by their two kings, and the other by 
ſeveral of their nobles. The Engliſh on ſecing 
this, divided their forces into two bodies like- 
wile, - under the command of Ethelred and 
. Alfred. The young prince burning with im- 
| patience, having advanced with his ky, Was 
charged very furiouſly by the Danes, before his 
brother came up, who being at that time en- 
gaged at maſs, refuſed to ſuſtain him, till it 
was over. Thus leſt to himſelf, Alfred was 
obliged to ſupport the ſhock of the whole Da- 
niſn army for ſome time, though they had the 
advantage of a riſing ground. After he had been 
ſome time engaged with the enemy, Ethelred 
_ came to his ſupport, and by his preſence, ſoon 
put the Danes to flight, after an incredible 
laughter, in which they loft one of their kings, 
1 of their earls, and a vaſt number of ſol- 
lers. 12 1 2 . \ £5 =” 
The broken remains of che Daniſh army 
fled to their corps at Reading, and making an 
| excurſion about a fortnight after, were attacked 
by the two brothers, at Baſing in Hampſhire, 
wherein they obtained ſome advantage. 
Te Danes having received a conſiderable 
. reinforcement; engaged once more with = 
N ' roy 
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from s monument in the ſhape of an horſe; eut in the 
| floping fide of the chalky down, in memory of this vic- 
wry. 2 letter to Dr. Mead, relating to ome 


antiquities in 


1 
[ 
| 


0 


(41 


1 2 r _ * — on. | — 
— ö , — — 
—ää —— _— — - - | 
p — - - — * — — _ * — - 4 — — 
Re <> rite — — — — 4 — — —— 4 ˙ » —— =" - Fn : - * y 
”—— ee ——y—— — — N 
— - 


- by k < — - 
— — — — 
- 4 — — > 
— = — — - ü 


— 


9 
o 
- 
- * 
. 
= ; | 
* 
5 * 
: * 
* 
. | | 
k 
» f * | 
. . * | | 
* 
. - 
— - 
| * - | 
% 
= ; | 
o ” 
* a | 
- * | 
- 
- | 
- 
a - 
, * 
9 | | 
; * _— = 
* . ; 
= * 
| - 
+ a+ 
# | 
* e | 
- % * 
| . 
1 
* 
- 
. * 
= - 
A | | | q * * 
| * — | 
* 
i 9 — 
. * N | | 
- j | 
| | | ** 
I - * £ . 
| | | p ; pe = 
% = | 
| : WT 3 bw 4 . 
r 4 
; W N. | 
- | ; 
. 1 * 
«Sx A 
% wh 
* l 
- 7 : | | 
- 
- 
* 
| R 
, = 
- a : 4 Tur - 7 - - 
oy 1 : | 
- * l k 
Fn ” 
| : | - — 
N C 
—_ * wy - - f 
- yy . = a ” 7 | | | 
| 4 
* o 
. ; | 
a — P Þ-* * P. * . 
1 1 4 8 4 os = i 4 * * 9 
=- 4 | 
. * 4 . 
- | | 
-_ 


een h . . . er 


AL ne 


= — 2 p _ 
* : . | | = . s 
= . v 


= eee 
re 
u . | en 


MET L 
i ! f 11. * 


- ; b ITT -4- | 
3 00 id \ Oki; 
TS - | = 


7 
a - 
- 4 [P ; 1 
= " — - 
=> — the "I -— 
1 = 
- 
* 
„ * 
„ 
” . - ; 
F 
6 
- 


M5) 
- 
\ 


'% 1 
IIe 


w' d = } 1. 
3 j 1 ** 
3 


* 


2 


= 
, * 
p * 
« + 
= 1 * 
jo — 
\ * 
% 
” 

1 - 

- . 
< — — — — — — 


„822 ner KT * * 
royal drochers at Merten in 8 At the”. 
5 of the engagment they were put 
to.confuſion by the Englim, but having Tal- 
their forces, maintained their ground with' | 
Cobitinacy, that they obtained à complete 
ory, having ſlaln Edmund a bikoß. Hel- 
7 i by ſome Writers "ſuppoſed to have re- 
ed 'a wound in this engagement Which 
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ved mortal; arid” the inſcrip jon on his „i-. 
nt aſſerts that be was Hain by the 1 
5 neither Aﬀex his otempotary, I . 
5 'pti, the Saxon annals; nor Wilham of 
almeſbury mention this eircumſtance, aud 
rhe inſcription icfelf is modern, it is more pro- 
bable that he * = eee * . 
riolendy that Year... . 


Auknas the nk * D. ton, @ 


N. the. death of iy brother, "Alfred 

was + anointed yang. at Wincheſter. 
Ive conſider the great Rations;he had 
| raiſed in the nation by ie ormer actions, na 
one N aſcended the throne with a more fa · 
* of reigning in my Sega oof 
S 'bifto GS 4, who quotes 
the Scala Chronica, Polydore wo, Sed ho Ke Carte, 


and Smollet aſſert that his wound was the cauſe of his 
ch: Holinſhed leayes it doubtful, bye Tytrel refutes 
. "Frm Hi ſt. vol. * . 

72 rom à manu pt poſſeſſion of * 


122 The Hiſtory of Enatany. 
kis people: if we confider the ſtate of the 
nation at that time, no one ever had more 
difficulties to ſtruggle with, nor more dangers 


-hauſted, and inſte 


to ſurmount at his acceſſion. He had indeed 


a kingdom, but a kingdom without ſubject. 


The country was ruined; all the cities and 


ceding year, worn out with fatigue. Their 
wealth, their . their ſpirits were ex- 


themſelves, they now ſubmitted to the Danes, 
chooſing rather to embrace a ſettled. ſlavery, 


than a precarious freedom. The Danes had 


already ſubdued Northumberland, together 


with the country of the Eaft Angles, and had 
gained footing in the kt Open of Weſſex. 


Alfred ſat, in the midſt of theſe diſaſters, 


: fuperior to their attacks; and though his king- 
dom was reduced fo low, did not deſpair of 


its ſafety.” With equal ardour and prudence 
he applied himſelf to the management of the 


war, and to the adminiſtration of public af- 
. - fairs; and in a ſhort time ſhewed the world 


what a king of England could do, -who knew 


dis own intereſt and "exerted the n 
ſtrength of this iſland... ' | 


o ſooner had he paid the laſt rites to his 


. deceaſed brother, than he engaged with the 
Danes at Wilton. His forces though conſi- 


derably inferior to the enemy in numbers, at 


the beginning of the engagement, bad the 


* 
advan · 
« £ ww 
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y towns demoliſhed ; and the people, who 
ad fought no leſs chan nine battles the pre- 


of. attempting to defend 
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5 Arr. 123 
advantage of the enemy; Kt in the purſait, 
the Danes diſcovering his weakneſs, rallied 
and drove him ont of the field. 

I be intrepidity with Which he behaved in 
this action; 0 hs expedition with which he had 
collected an army to repair his toſs, and the 
great talents he had diſcovered in the former 


of his life, induced the Danes to enter 


into a treaty with him, in which enga- 
ged 4 thao his 1 cnn 
at he would not interrupt eir conqueſts! 
| any other part of England. 
After 'this they marched to Leah. 
. N tered and entered into a treaty 
. ians, 1463 


* The next year the Nonkambttans ex- 
their king Eg , who took” in 
ie kingd | —— The Danes about 
the Aa wore N northward, wintere d 
uin Lindeſey, and obliged the 'Mercians and 
We neighbouring kings to renew their lea 
After rovin up and down ſome time t 
1 at ton in Derbyfhire, 
_ 'end to the kingdom of F Wan and forced 
| Burhed, the king, v0 AL the iſland; 
The Danes, who had received great rein- 
 forcements from. abroad, now to be 


* 


too numerous to ſubſiſt long in one place, © 


On which, account they divided their army 
into two bodies; one of which, under the 
_ command or. Halfden, marched _ Nor- 


L thum- 


b. . + A. D. 873. 3 b. $74. 
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| Was ſoon convinced of. 


— — — — tn ti 


thumberland, was employed in harraſũin the 
Rratheluid Britons, planted the N jy ng 
dominions and wintered near the 

The other body under the command of Go. 
thrun, Oſeital and Amwynd, three kings, win- 
. tered, at Grantridge or Cambridge. Alfred 
ſoreſeeing from theſe motions. that he had no- 


thing to truſt to bat arms, revived his marine, 


and fitted out a fleet to guard the coaſt, He 
utility as well as 
- * necellity, of this meaſure ; for a Daniſh ſqua- 
dron of ſeven ſail, arriving about that time, 
he engaged it, and took one of their ſhips. 
In the ſummer Halfden $f WR ſea,. N — 


furprized areham caſtle, 

In Gwe - Alfred N een an — 
tion the treaty, 1s me Aut: thors repre- 
_ ſented as making grievons; com on the 
« ſubje ; but was = by the —— 
that the {eyeral bodies ofthe, Danes then ſet- 


led in the. kin gdom were Ne of each 


other, and ad not think t Ives bound by 
treaties made with thoſe of a 3 party. 
Alfred, aſtoniſhed by this reply, to prevent 
their penetrating father aſſembled his army, 


but finding himlelf not ſtrong enough. to en- 


Lage them, 4 Dane N. . they 
e | 

+ A. D. 21. n Polychron. and the 
> Chron. Sax, The authors of the Biographia, place og 


"" * 87 
Ae econ of i prace immedintly low 


& 2233 


Al rR r p. 125 


"Fore upon the relics, in which he moſt con- 
fided, as well as on a bracelet; which was 


moſt- ſacred amongſt them, that they would 
Miel we deen found b experience, th 
Ifred too ſoon found by ience, that 
men who are devoted to avarice, and ſubſiſt 
by plunder, look upon oaths and hoſtages as 
weak ties : for the Danes broke their faith in 
a few months, by attacking his cavalry in the 


night, mounting their own men on the horſes, 


and fſurprizing the city of Exeter, in which 
place they fortified themſelves, and paſſed the 


Winter. 

e „ e 
the taking of Wareham caſtle in Aſſer, and was made by 
the interpoſition of money according to Brompton, it ſeems 


moſt probable that Alfred was not ſtrong enough to oblige 
the enemy to ſue for peace, though Carte, and Smoller from 
him have aſſured us to the contrary. It muſt indeed be 
acknowledged, that accordingto- Aſſer there were as many 
hoſtages delivered as he demanded, but this was rather a 
on of his diffidence, than his ſtrength. It muſt be on- 
likewiſe, that Aſſer is very partial, and has 
himſelf very obſcurely in this paſſage. On the whole the 
opinion in the text ſeems to be the moſt feaſible : it cer- 
tainly expoſes the character of Alfred to ſome objection: 
but it is not Jeſs true on that account. If we confider his 
circumſtances, this treaty ſhould rather be looked on as a 


fign of his prudence, than a mark of indolenee or want of 


2 It furniſhed him with the means of 
ength 


reinforced by new and gai 
— 
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with a ſierce and barbarous who, being continually. p 
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23296 The Hiſtory of EncLanD. 
Alfred now conſidering the advantages 
the enemy derived from their ſhipping, reſolved 
to fit out a fleet to encounter K at ſea, to 
reſtrain their incurſions and to prevent their 
landing. In tbis juncture he was put to great 
ſtreights for ſailors to man his navy; he was 
obliged to take ſome Friſian captains, and 
other pirates into his pay, to work his ſhips. 
Having by theſe means fitted out a formidable 
fleet, he ſent it to block up Exeter by ſca, 
while he inveſted it by land. The Daniſh in- 
fantry had already taken their route to the 
ſame place, partly by land, and partly by 
ſhipping: The Daniſh armada of one hun- 
and twenty fail, with all the forces on 
board fell in with Alfred's ſquadron in'its way 
to Exeter, and was totally ed off San- 

wie in Dorſetſhire. | 

This loſs ſo terrified thoſe that were in Ex- 
| eter, that they once more made peace, renew- 
ed their oaths, gave freſh hoſtages, and ob- 
liged themſelves ta evacuate the country im- 
mediately. -- _ y Eos BCG 
TheWeſt-Saxons were ſcarce delivered from 
this enemy; when the famous Rollo appeared 
dn their coaſts, but meeting with a warm re- 
|- - ception from the Engliſh ſet fail . the French 
tore, and — Normandy. -  - * 


5 


wo 549 * 
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This Band ckion is placed” A. D. $77 by Aſſer, and 
the-Saxon chronicle : hut by Dr, Campbell in the Big 
phia Brit, in 876. / 8 
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As for the Danes, they retired to Mercia, 
ſet Ceolulf, a weak man, to govern of that 
kingdom, under them, and divided the reſt of } 
the country among themſelves. rt 
' They were now maſters of all England north 
of the Thames, and ſaw nothing capable of 
rendering their poſſeſſion inſecure, or of ſtop- 
ing their conqueſts, but the power of Alfred, 
who had religiouſly obſerved the terms. of the 
laſt treaty, and ſuffered them to make them 
ſelves maſters of Mercia without the leaſt mo- 
leſtation. | | 1 "138 
His rigorous obſervation of public faith was 
far from charming theſe ſavages; they were 
joined by ſuch ſwarms of new comers that 
1 to be ſtreightened for want of room, 
were determined to make a general effort 
againſt Alfred, and drive him out of his do- 
minions, In conſequence of this reſolution 
Halfden ſent. one of his brothers with a fleet to 
make a deſcent in- the weſt, whilſt Guthrun, 
attacked the eaſtern parts of Alfred's domini- 
ons, reduced Chippenham, one of the chief 
towns of the Weſt Saxons, and over-ran the 
N with his troops, like a deluge. The 
Engliſh in the adjoining countries ſurprized and 
terriſied with this ſudden invaſion could not be 
ailed to make a head againſt the Emp. 
Many of them fled beyond ſea ;thoſe who could 
not get off, ſubmitted to the enemy, and others, 
Whoſe fear got the better of their duty, fled to 
ſuch places, where they thought they might be 


a Con- 
6 * 


123 The Hiſtory of Ex GL Au. 
concealed. Alfred though thus deſerted, was (a- 
perior to his misfortunes : he did not follow the 
example of his uncle Burrhed, who on the like oc. 
caſion retired to the Engliſh college at Rome; 
on the contrary, though alone and without aſſiſt. 
ance, he reſolved to periſh, or revenge his wrongs 
t In his diſtreſs, he did not forget the 4 
ther, though he was obliged to lay aſide the 
enſigns of the King. He firſt diſpoſed of his 
- family, among petſons 7 of approved fidelity 
. and diſguiſing himſelf entered into the ſervice 
of his cowherd. He had not long been in this 
wretched fituation, before he perceived that 
part of Somerſetſhire, was ſo incloſed by the 
aters 


See Smollet's elegant tranſlation of Voltaire, Vol. 
I. p. 180, where this account differs from his, it follows, 
the authority of Aſſer Alfred's contemporary, and the moſt 
— 9 and manuſcripts, if 
* ,»» ©. A. D,v7 ; ; 
I While Alfred remained in diſguiſe, he one day incur- 
red the diſpleaſure of his maſter's wife, by neglecting to 
turn a cake which was baking at the fire; who uſed him 
very ſeverely for his overſight, telling him that though he 
Would not turn it, he would eat it faſt enough,--During 
his concealment iu the iſle of Athelney, a beggar came and 
requeſted ſomething to ſatisfy his hunger ; the king who 
was then reading, left his book, and having but one Joat 
im his houſe, divided it with the beggar, ſaying at the 
ſame time that providence would ſend them more. He 
then returned to his book and read till he fell aſleep. 
This act of charity, which ſhewed the warmeſt beneve- 
"lence, was ſufficiently recompenſed by the return of bit 
' ſervants, who were loaded with foch a fore of fiſh, 26 
-convinced the good king that provi had intereſted t- 
ſelf in his hehalf, * Aer, Malmeſs, Polyctr6n. 
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waters of the Paret and the Thone, as to form 
an inacceſſible moraſs. In the centre he built a 
fort for the ſecurity of himſelf, his family, and 
the few remaining friends, that repaired to him: 
on which account he called that place ZEthel- 
ingey, or rather. Ethelinga-ige, i. e. the iſland of 
the nobles : which name it ſtill retains, with a 
ſmall variation, being now nametl Athelney, and 
fituated about five, miles from Pony: wn For 
the firſt four months he was but thinly at- 
tended, but the number of his adherents in- 
creaſing he frequently made ſallies among the 
enemy, to provide himſelf with back ings 
az were neceſſary for his ſubſiſtencte. 
About this time Hubba, brother to Hal- 
dene and Inguar, having landed with a freſh 
body of troops, at the mouth of the Taw, 
near Barnſtaple in the north of Devonſhire, 
and beſieged the fortreſs of Kinwith, was 
routed and flain with twelve hundred: of his 
men, by Odun, earl of Devon, who likewiſe 


ook the famous magical ſtandard. of the“ 


* This ſtandard was numed Regfu, or Reafan, from its 
baring'a raven embroidered on it by the three fifters of 
| and Hubba on purpoſe for this expedition, It is 
pretended, that before a proſperous enyagement, 1t would 
ſeem to clap Its wings; and appear as if it was going to fly: 
but hen the engagement proved unlucky, would hang 
town without the leaſt motion, See Olaus Magnus; 
Aſer, Ann; Bd; Gal, p. 177; ee TOA 
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130 The Hiſtory of Exc Ab. 
This gleam of ſucceſs coming to the ears of 
Alfred, he reſolved to take advantage of it, 
while the Danes were in their panic on ac- 
count of the loſs of their ſtandard, and the 
"Engliſh were in high ſpirits on account of their 
victory. He gave notice of the place of hi 
retreat to his nobility, and invited them to 
dome to him to concert ſuch meaſures as were 
- - molt likely to extricate himſelf from his pre- 
- ſent circumſtances, The propoſal was readily 
complied with, and the proſpe& of engaging 
the enemy once more under the command of 
their king gave them ſuch a glow of joy, a 
is ſcarce credible. At this juncture, he made 
his way into the enemy's camp in “ diſguiſe, 
| 0p which he was admitted into the very tent 
of their general, was apprized of his moſt ſe- 
. cret meaſures, made himſelf maſter of the fi- 
tuation and defects both of their camp and 
diſcipline: and having learnt that they were 
ſoon to celebrate ſome great feſtival, deter- 
% mined to take the adyantage of the fecurity 
their riot might produce, to attack them. 
-With this intelligence he returned to his no- 
bles, and directed them to aſſemble all their 
forces, and rendezvous on a day appointed 


1 7 , * 
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V It is generally aſſerted by later writers that he made 

. vie of the diſguiſe of a harper. But Malmeſbury, 2 

2 by Higden in his Polychronicon, calls bim in 
Ln Foculatorivs, i. e. a jeſter; which is confirmed 
by the Continuator of Bede, who ſays he got admittance 
into the Daniſh king's tent, ** ſub ſpecie M11.” 
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+ ASTÞ $6} 45 131 
at. Brixton, or the Foreſt of Selwood in Wilt-- 
dire. When he joined this ſmall body of 
men, "Who never expected to ſee him any 
more, no qne can conceive with what | 
wres they” beheld him. He took his route 

as much privacy as poſſible, and the 
third morning met with the Enemy at Vat- 
tenden, on the ſkirts of Hampſhire, | The 
Danes being thus ſurprized became an eaſy. 
conqueſt. As he had poſted himſelf fo, as to 
prevent their retreat to their ſtrong camp, 
they loſt conſiderable numbers; after their de- 
feat, they were obliged to fling themſelves in- 
to 4 ruined fort, which they fortified immedi- 
but were ſoon inveſted by the victorious 
d, The place they had retired to 
— unproyided with proviſions for. 2 
licye, they were obliged to ſurrender at 
cretion in leſs than a-fortnight. r. 
Alfred, notwithſtanding his advantage, treat 
ed them with the greateſt lenity. Such of 
them as would embrace the chriſtian religion, 
he permitted to take poſſeſſion of the king - 
dom of the Eaſt Angles, on condition that 
they mould oblige” the reſt of their coun - 
trymen to quit the iſland; and prevent them, 
to the urmoſt —4 their power from land- 
ing any more ſoreigners. Hoſtages were giv-. 

en for the 1 of theſe — 4 i 
and ſuch as wguld not part with their old re- 
gion, ri ele for” 1 landers, where they 
* * trade of ey. * 


the 
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dom of the Eaſt Angles, the country -afli 


192: The Hiſtory of Ex6L Aub. 
the command of Haſlups, one of their ge⸗ 
nerals, 

Three n after this Tolivbntion, Guth- 


run, the Daniſh chief, came with thirty of 


his officers to Aller, a ſmall village i 10 Somer- 
22 where he was baptized ; Alfred ſtood 
father, .gave him the name 'of Athelſtan, 
adopted him for his ſon. ga after this 
at Wedmore, 


| and ut ik departine wade hi n ſeveral rick 


ents, 
ke Dane, after this converſion,” ſeemed to 
have à greater regard for the facredneſs of an 
* — than he had hitherto U eee After 
a-ſhort ſtay at Chippenham, his army moved 
to Cirenceſter, where having paſſed the winter, 
they retired + the year following to the King: 


them for their habitation: Which Goth 
held as a feudatory prince. 

The tenderneſs theſe new converts had now 
for the lives of their hoſtages, the admiration 
and dread Which was extorted from them by 


the abilities and virtues of Alfred, and the 


influence Which the chriſtian” doQrines had 
upon their conduct was ſo great, that they 
ſeemed to have entirely laid aſide their former 


ies. crop "TOE CRY NOUS * 


WY 878.” + A.D. B70. in Faches 


built the town of Shaftesbury, us appears from a 
— 12 Malmo, "in he re 
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"ALFRED: . 
divided by lot; and applied themſelves to im- 
roving the ſhare which belonged to them. 
Houſes were built; the land was cultivated ? 
private property was defended; virtue and in- 
laftry was incouraged, aud every precaution 
taken to defend themſelves from the incroach- - 
ments of their countrymen, or the invations 
of foreigners. -  _ a Tp 
— 7 855 were made denizens, and Goth 
run was, by Alfred, preſented with a, ſhort 1 
code of laws for the government of his ſubz. 
jets. The contents 55 this valuable collec- 1 
tion may be divided into two parts, the firſt 
Eg religion and morals, and the ſecond. 
ſpecting the limits of the territories of the 
two kings. In the former are comprehended 
ſuch laws as had à tendency to the propaga- 
ting of chriſtianity, and to make its teachers 
Ie ſuitable to their character: next follow 
proviſions for the payment of tithes, and o- 
ther taxes due to the clergy ; for the due ob- 
ſervance of the Lord's-day, and other feſti- 
vals of the church; the puniſhment and pre- 
vention of inceſtuous marriages, together with 
abolition of trials by ordeal, and ſorcery, 
and divination. In the other part were laid 
cown the limits between the two kingdoms ; the 


* e 


rice to be paid as a fine for murder; the trial 
| dy jury of twelve in caſe of en eee | 
the neceſſity" of producing vouchers, for” les 
. 
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ile of catiſe; wn protilbirion of ae 
de ſalutary inſtitütions had their d 


136. The Hiſtory of ExeLANp. 

elles in civilizing this barbarous people, in 

preventing rapine, and in keeping the king- 
m in tranquility, during the life of Goth- 


run. = n 
A freſh body of Danes, which had landed 
the preceding year, and wintered at Fulham, 
being prevented by theſe regulations, from 
uniting with their brethren, and unable to 
make any ſettlement in theſe parts, reimbarked 
in the ſpring and ſettled in Ghent. 

+ Alfred was now poſſeſſed of a greater ex- 
tent of territory, than had ever been enjoyed by 
any of his predeceſſors ; every ſovereign within 
his iſland, either courted his friendſhip, or ſued 
_ for his protection. The princes of ſouth Wales 

bad ſubmitted to him ſometime before, and 
| _ Anarawd, the eldeſt ſon of Roderie, prince of 
| north Wales, waited upon him at this time to , 
1 Ri homage, and hold his principality of ; 
im on the ſame terms, as Ethelred did Mer- ; 
cia. The Northumbrians being, by the death p 
off Halfdene, without a king, defired him to 
| _ nominate one to rule over them; and gladly 
| _ acquieſcedin his choice of Guthred, a perſon of 
Daniſh extraction, though a Saxon by birth, and , 
 . a:chriſtian. Already convinced of the ſervice 0 
df his marine, he endeavoured to put it on 2 7 
more reſpeQtable footing, and imitating the a 
y example of the Greeks, thought his wooden 

walls, the beſt bulwark he could make uſe of. 

Hearing that four Daniſh pirates appeared off 


FAD. tante. 
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| his coaft, he went on board himſelf and falle 


after them, took two of them in the PR | 


ment, and the other two being very m 
abled, ſurrendered themſelves after. 
I The enſuing year, the Danes remained 


quiet : and gave this indefatigable prince more 


time to provide for the internal ſecurity of his 


| 1 (25 | But the year following, thoſe who 
had followed Haſten or Haſtings, ſeparated 
into two bodies, one of which after pillaging 
Flanders, Picardy, Hainault and Artois, re- 
turned to England, and landing on the coaſt of 
Kent, advanced towards Rocheſter, and laid 
| fiege to that city. The beſieged how 
though, 
el Alfred came up, forced the enemy tora 
the fiege, and to retire to their ſhips, with ſo 
much precipitation, that they left all the horfes 
: Gey had brought from France, and all their 
_ pnſoners behind hem. Wi 
Alfred having reinforced his fleet, after this 
victory, was rellved to. fall upon the Daniſh 
pirates that infeſted his coaſts, and were ſhel- 
| tered by the Eaſt-angles. His navy met with 
| fixteen Daniſh- pirates in their cruize * off 
Harwich, thirteen of which they took, funk 


che reſt and returned mh a conſiderable booty. 
. 9 = 44 | 2 1 


. 
- 


be e ee . Guthran, 
e 
I D. 885% -agcording to Aſſir and the chron. Sax, 
0 5 09 places it in A. D. 884, in the article 
the Bropraphia Brit. a6 ft, & 
* In A. B. 834, Pohcbren, A. D. 88 f. Chron, Saxen, 


1 
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ev = | 
violently attacked, held out brad, | 
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| 8 uthrun, who was far from being grateful te 
-the king for his favours, is ſuppoſed to have 
been ineenſed at this defeatof his countrymen, 
"Whole piracies he either encouraged or con- 
nived at: and ĩs ſuſpected to have aſſiſted them 
In taking revenge fox their loſs, The Daniſh 
navy, a ſhort time after this, ſurprized the 
Engliſh fleet at the dead of night, and de- 
feated it. But this defeat turned to the ad- 
vantage of the Engliſh, as it ſerved to render 
them more vigilant for the future. 
. , * TheDanesnow buſied abroad in the ſiege 
of Paris, gave Alfred a ſhort reſpite, which 
© he employed in rebuilding the monaſteries, 
Churches, towns and cities that they had de- 
' troyed. He repaired the caſtles on the ſea 
© coaſts, and built new fortifications in order to 
e his kingdom from future invaſions 
_* and infults. The only avenue to his king- 
dom which remained at the . the ene- 
my, was the river Thames, which always 
1 7 them an opportunity.” to penetrate into 
His dominions, while theygwere in poſſeſſion 
of the city of London. Having aid fie 
to this place, and recovered it from the 


Danes, he reſolved tay Keep it s a frontier. 


London ſoon roſe-out of its ruins by his 
_ munificence, he fortified it with a ftrong 

garriſon, rebuilt it entirely, and aſſigned the 
een of it to Ethelred, Who married 


g : - 
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is daughter Ethelfleda, and was created 2 
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of Mercia. This earl who was as great a 
ſtateſman as a general, and as illuſtrious for 
his virtues, as his abilities, ſoon endeared 
himſelf to his ſubjects; and by the mildneſi 
of his government, induced the Danes them- 
ſelves, as well as thoſe who had fled the city 
to put themſelves under his protection, and 
to ſettle both in London, and in other places 
under his dominion. + 

This interval of peace which ſubſiſted for 
fix or ſeyen years, was employed by Alfred 
in ſuch things as contributed to render his 
people happy, his kingdom flouriſhing, his 
reign glonous, and hib dominions able to 
refiſt the attacks of the Daniſh invaders. At 
the expiration of this term, the Danes under 
Haſtings having received two great defeats 
from Bades and Arnold, kings of France and 
Germany, reſolved once more to try their 
fortune in England, not with a view of ma- 
king any ſettlement, but in hopes of enrich- 
ing themſelves with plunder. + For this pat- 

e, they equipped three hundred veſſels, 
which they diyiged into two fleets. One of 
which confifting of two hundred and fift 
fail, bent their coun. towards Kent, an 
landing at Rye, ſeized the fort of Appledore. 


- '* Smolier ; that the peace fied tvelve e years ans with 

vul. 605 Intorra tion. 3 of fixteen PX 

thips,was deſtroyed in A, D. 885, and this invaſion hap» 

MEAD: te 892, his computation muſt be erroneoys, | 
x . 2. : 5 4 


438 The Hiftory.of ExdLAND. # 


Another fleet conſiſting of eighty fail, com- 


manded by Haſtings, came up the river 
Thames, who having landed his troops, built 


7 


a fort at Middleton; and ſhortly. after ano- 
ther at Beamfleet. | TINTED 
Though ſeveral circumſtances concurred 


to favour the deſign of the Danes in this in- 


vaſion, yet the meaſures Alfred had taken to 
ſecure his dominions more than ballanced 
thoſe advantages. by 

Ihe death of Guthrun which had hap- 
pened two or three ¶ years before, had partly 
removed the reſtraints, by which the Danes 


ſettled in Eaſt-anglia, were prevented from 


exerciſing their favourite depredations. And 


how ready they were to return to this infa- 
mous practice, appears from their taking the 
firſt opportunity of joining their countrymen; 
when they imagined their numbers were ſufi- 
cient to defend them from the puniſhment 


due to their perjury,  Guthred, king 


of Northumberland * dying likewiſe, about 
this time, removed another obſtacle, and 
left the Danes in thoſe parts at liberty to fa- 
vour their attempts. Refides, Alfred him- 
ſelf was then at a diſtance from the place in 
which the Danes had made their deſcent, 
being engaged in ſettling the affairs of Eaſt- 
angha, on accountof the death of Guthrun. 

As ſoon as he had aſſembled his army, he 
exacted an oath of fidelity, and 2 


; 1 A. P. 890, KA. D. 893. 


r Lon oo wood. ac. ho. 
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their behaviour from the Danes in Not- 
thumberland and Eaſt- anglia, and then march- 
ed to attack the enemy. Ae took his poſition 
in ſuch a manner as to prevent their junction: 
and receiving intelligence that the body 
which had encamped at Appledore, were on 
their march to get on board their ſhips, he 
intercepted them at Farnham near Ailesford, 
defeated: them, and took all their baggage. 
Such as eſcaped, got on board their ſhips, 
and failing. up the Colne, fortified-themſelves 
at Brickelſey in Eſſex. Haſtings likewiſe did 
the ſame at beamfleer near the iſle of Canvey, 
in the ſame county, having abandoned his 
foan Milan: ; 
The Northumbrians, in the mean time, 
notwithſtanding their oaths, and the hoſtages 
had given, fitted out two fleets, one 
conſiſting of a hundred, and the other of 
forty ſail, with which they plundered the 
northern and ſouthern coaſts, and in order to 
make a diverſion in favour of the other 
Danes, landed in Devonſhire, and inveſted 


Nee 


The king, receiving imelligenco of this 


, 
- 


perfidious behaviour, left a conſiderable body 
of Welch behind him at London, and put- 
ting himſelf at the head of a body of freſh | 
troops, marched in order to raiſe the; fiege. 
Before his, arrival, the Danes had made 
themſelves maſters of the place, which — 
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king inveſted notwithſtanding they made def. 
perate ſallies, and kept them blocked up cloſe. 
The Welch whom the king had left behind 
him, joined the Londoners, and hearing that 
Haſtings was marched ont with a body of his 
forces to forage on the borders of Mercia, 
took the advantage of his abſence to attack 
His fort at Beamfleet, which they carried by 
ſtorm. The booty they found in this place 
was very conſiderable, as it conſiſted in gold, 
&c. and was the plunder of ſeveral years. 
The wife and two ſons of the Daniſh chief 
were made priſoners on this occafion, but ſent 
back to him by Alfred, with the followin 
meſſage. *©* that he had releaſed them, becau 
he did not make war upon women and chriſt. 
Jans”, Haſtings overcome as much by this 
aQt of generoſity, as by the force of Alfred's 
arms, ſent to him, as he was encamped near 
Exeter and ſued for peace. The king who 
was ready to embrace every opportunity of 
putting an end to the calamities of war, 
— his requeſt on very reaſonable terms, 
which Haſtings, like a true Dane, broke 23 
on as they were granted. In the firſt place, 
he attacked the dominions of Mercia, be- 
Jopgin to Ethelred, though he had been 
a5, father to one his ſons, He then joined 
the other Daniſh army, fortified Shobury in 
the hundreds of Eſſex, thence, having been 
joined by ſame forces from Northumberland, 
he paſſed the Thames, and marched as far le 
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$eyern., From this place, he proceeded to 
Buttington, in Montgomeryſhire, with hopes 
of being joined by the Welch; but the king's 
nerals, to prevent his being reinforced, 
Flocked up the place immediately, and re- 
duced him to ſuch extremity that his men 
were obliged to eat their horſes. In the 
de deſpair they made a furious ſally, 
ut were almoſt all cut to pieces in the at- 
tempt... The few that eſcaped. made. thei: 
way into the country of the Eaſt-Angles ; 
where they xaiſed à freſh body of forces, 
. and being reinforced by a body of Northum- 
brians, under the command of Laf, a Da- 
niſh chief, made another puſh to get inte 
Wales. They marched night and day, till 
they arrived at Cheſter, where they intrench- 
ed themſelves, and remained that winter. 
In the mean time Alfred had reduced Ex- 
2 and i the Danes to Aken ic 
_ ſhipping and fly to the c they then ha 
in 2 and — the reſt of their feet 3 hav- 
9 made a fruitleſs attempt on Chi- 
r. 12. Nene T CES; 
The Danes which retired to Cheſter, ſub- 
fiſted themſelyes, during the winter, with 
ſuch plunder as they could make in Wales, 
but not daring to wait for the — of 
an Tas army, or attempt à paſſage 
throug Mercia, divided themielves into two 
bodies, one of which went to Northumber- 
land, and the other into the territories E * 
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Eaſt-Angles; whence afterwards 

_ ceeded to Eſſex, and ſeized on a Tall ifaw 
Called Merſig, or Merſey. : _ 
Towards the latter end of the year, they 
moved their ſtations to Hertford on the Ley, 
here they drew their ſhips up the ſtream, 
and erected two forts on each fide for their 
ſecurity. - The Londoners, who were very 
much curbed by their proximity, marched in 
great body to attack theſe forts, but were 
| ed with a conſiderable loſs : which ob- 
_ liged the king to encamp, in harveſt time, 
with a body of his troops, in order to cover 
the labourers from the incurſions of the 
“ One Day as Alfred reconnoitered the 
- Fituation of the enemy, he found that their 
Poſt was not tenable without the defence of 


© - the river; and entered into a reſolution to 


turn the courſe of the ſtream, By means of 
_ Nlujces he drained the channel ſo that the 
ſhips were laid dry, which obliged the 
Danes to abandon their fort and their ſhips, 
and flying in haſte towards the Sever, 
they built a fort at Quatridge, now Bridg - 
north; whither Alfred purſued them. 

Thus bunted by a prince, who would not 
give them time to breathe after * 


| . 
I +. Such of their ſhips as could be gotten. off, the Lon. 
doners carried in triumph into their own road, and the 
burnt and deſtroyed. Eebel. Rieval. p. 355. Ha, 
„ Þ. 330. Alured, Boverl, p., 42, 
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diſtreſſed for want of ſuccours, diſheartened 
by a ſeries of calamities, and ſed to a 
plague, Which ravaged the kingdom; they 
returned to Normandy, without having taks 


en one fortified town, or made one ſueceſſ- 
ful incurſion _—_ the three years they had 


| been on this if After their departure, 


Alfred found no difficulty in reducing the 


WW Baft-Angles and the Northumbrians 5 and 


| WH being convinced by | experience of the ill - 
| 9 which reſulted from governing 
| y feodary kings; took them under 


them 
his immediate authority and adminiſtration. 


The departure of the Danes gave Alfred 
; time to concert ſuch meaſures, as might ren- 
der their return impracticable. The wy Y 


e moleſtation they could give him was that of 
, irates, and the beſt manner of freeing him- | 
{ if from their inſolence, was to gain a ſupe- . 
, riority on the ocean. | "ES ITE 3 
f In point of numbers he had no hopes of 


cquling his enemies, but he found in him- 
fa reſource which removed this difficul- 
ty, otherwiſe inſuperable. He had ſtudi- 
ed the art of ſhip-building, ſo as to reduce 
it to a ſcience, and from conſidering the 
conſtruction of the Daniſh veſſels, invented 


99, 


>, 


y carried ſixty oars 
larger, ſteadier, ſwifter, 
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others, which had an advantage over them. 
2 were built in form of gallies, and 


d higher than 
thoſe of the Danes, at leaſt on the fern and 
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ſore decks, which gave his men a great ad- 


vantage in an engagement, with reſpect to 
the caſting of their javelins. They could 
eaſily run under ſhore, or up into creeks, 


werte a match for twice their number, and 
ii caſe of the enemies Tying the weather- 


gage, could bear away with 


directions to his ſhip - bailders for the con- 
ſtruction of theſe veſſels, he went on board 


them, when finiſhed; and examined whether 
they were built according to his model. 


When he had ſatisfecd himfelf in this parti- 


cular, he publiſhed the orders by which 
they were to. be regulated; which were 
neither to receive, nor give quarter, but to 


ut every one to death, that fell into their 
ands. Thęſe inſtructions may at firſt fight 


appear cruel, hut when conſidered mature- 


lyomuſt-:be : deemed no leſs prudent than 


they were neceſſary. Without mentioning. 


the perjuries of the Danes, whereby it was 
imprudent to confide in their promiſes or 
their onths; theſe gallies though large in 
campariton with othet veſſels, were not large 


enough to carry priſoners with any ſafety, 


ſince it is — they ſhould contain 
above one hundred and twenty men exclu- 


ſi ve of the rowers. Beſides it was prudent 


to ſtike a terror into theſe rovers; that by 


means of theſe examples, they might be de. 
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with ſuch ſwiftneſs, 
that ĩt was impofible for an adverſary to come. 
e Nat ſatisſted with having giv- 
7 
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terred from infeſting his coaſts, and forced 


to proſecute their piracies in a different part 
of the world. G * - „„ ai 
The ve that his ſhips were put on 
the focks, * fr pirates intel the iſs of 
Wight and the coaſt of Devonſhire, The 
king ordered fix of his new: veſſels togo in 
gueſt of them, giving them inſtructions to 


Three of the pirates ran aground as ſoon 
as they ſaw them; but the other three ſtood 
out to fea, and boldly engaged the king's 
ſhips.” Of theſe two were taken and all t 

men killed, the chird indeed eſcaped, but 
with only five men on board. After this 
ſacceſs they attacked the ſhips that had run 
aground, and killed a great number of their 
men. At length the tide took them off:; 
but in ſo leaky and battered a condition, 
that it was wich much difficulty they reach- 
ed the coaſt of Suſiex. Here they ran two 


them endeavoured to eſcape ; but being tak- 
en and carried to Wincheſter, were ſentenced 
by the king to be hangechas piratical mur- 


veilel, though the men on board were moſt- 


Engliſh were employed in attacking and ſe- 
curing the other two. No leſs than twen- 
by ve with all their men on board, 
a N were 
* D. 897. y N ; 


get, if poſſible, between them and the ſhore. 


of their veſſels aſhore again, and themen in 


derers, and enemies to mankind. The third 


ly- wounded made its eſcape, while the 
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were deſtroyed on the ſouth coaſt only within 


the compaſs of one year: a plain demonſtra- 
tion of the utility of Alfred's invention, as 
well as a leſſon to all ſucceeding monarchs 


that the bulwark of this iſlan is a naval 


force. 

In the ſequent park of this king's reign, 
nothing remarkable happened, excepting the 
prudent meaſures - he took to perpetuate 
the plan he had already laid, to oe his 
kingdom flouriſhing, and his ſubjects hap- 
py. We have reſerved; thofe conſtitution: 
to this part of his hiſtory, as greater indi- 
cations of his worth, than his military acti- 


ons. For beaſts may worry the human race, 


and ſavages, ftill greater beaſts, may gain 


reputation by the deſtruction of their fel- 


low creatures, but it muſt be a Max, ct 


ſomething more, that civilizes ſavages, diſ- 


penſes bleſſings to all that are near him, and 
eſtabliſhes ſuch a plan of policy, as conveys 
happineſs to the lateſt poſterity, Such was 
Alfred ! | 


When the intervals of peace gave him 


time to breathe, he applied himſelf to re- 
pair the damages which had been made by 
the enemy. And for carrying on his works, 
invited ſuch a number of artificers and ma- 
nufacturers from abroad, as were ſuffici- 
ent not only to execute his deſigns, but 
likewiſe to inſtruct his ſubjects. Being 4 
perſon of uncommon taſte as well as gene- 

id 85. roſity 
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rofity, perſons” that were filled in all arts 
reſorted hither from the neighbouring parts 


of the continent, ſure to meet with pro- 
tection, and to feel the effects of his bounty. 

By this means he was enabled to, under- 
take the building of cities, the repair of 
palaces, and the reſtoration of amol every 
monaſtery in his dominion. He founded 
himſelf a monaſtery in the iſle of Athel- 
ney, famous for his retreat; a nunnery in 
Shafteſbury, and another in conjunction with 
his wife at Wincheſter. | * 

Learning, and learned men particularly 
engroſſed his favour, and though at the time 
when he aſſumed the reins of government, 
there were few on this ſide che Humber 
able to tranflate a piece of Latin, or undet- 
ſtand the liturgy in the Engliſh, 1. e. the 


Saxon language; yet he took ſuch wiſe 


meaſures, that in a ſhort<time the muſes 


were cultivated all over his dominions. - 


No perſon who was not learned was allow- 
ed to hold any place under him; and all 
freeholders; whoſe eftates amounted to two 


hides of land, were abliged to ſend their 


ſons to ſchool tifl they were fixteen years 
old. To promote fo good a deſign, he em- 


8 all the men of learning he had in 


is own kingdom, and invited others over 


from foreign parts, whoſe reputation had 


extended itſelf all over the continent. In 
order to perpetuate theſe acquiſitions to 
wu e 


the 


\ 
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The lateſt poſterity, he ſettled ſeveral: ſe- 
minaries, founded the MN of Ox- 


ford, and was the patron of Univerſity 
college in that city. | 
His plan received no ſmall enforcement 
from has own example; for though involv- 
ed with difficulties, bi genius emerged from 
the cloud, which endeavoured to obſcure it, 
and, his. works ſhowed him to be. not only 
a. good poet, hiſtorian. and moraliſt, but like- 
wile a muſician, an architect, and the bet 
mathematician- that his- age produced. 
To enable himſelf to ſupport the expences, 
which his great deſigns required, without 


-* being laviſh of his gifts, or defective in his 


payments; he divided his revenue into two 
parts, one of which he dedicated to ſacred 
uſes, and the other to ſecular. That moiety 
which was dedicated to ſacred uſes, he ſub- 
divided into four parts, one of which was 
dilpenſed. to the. poor in general; another 
deſtined for. religious houſes of his own 
founding; a third was given to the 2 
ſchools, and the fourth employed in rebuild- 
ing and reheving monaſteries, and other 
ublic foundations both at home and abroad. 
he other moiety devoted to ſecular uſes, 
was likewiſe ſubdivided into three. parts, 
one for the ſupport of his houſhold, the o. 

ther for the payment of his workmen, an 
the third for the entertainment and relief of 
ſuangers who. reforted. to lis court. wy 
oF 4 
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The ſame regularity which he obſerved in 
proportioning is expences, ſhewed itſelf in 
almoſt every branch of his conduct. N 
hour of his life had its p*culiar buſineſs aſ- 
figned it. He divided the day into three 
parts of eight hours each, and 8 much 


affected with the piles, aſſigned only eight 


hours to fleep, meals and exerciſe; devoting 
the remaining ſixteen, one half to reading, 
2 and prayer, and the other to public 
buſineſs. That this diviſion of his time 
might not be confuſed by inadvertency, or 
incroached upon by ignorance, he invented 
a ſingular method * diſtinguiſhing it into 
its ſeparate periods. For this purpoſe he 
ordered fix. wax tapers to be made, twelve 
inches each in length, and of as many oun- 
- ces in weight; on their ſurfacgs he cauſed 


the inches to be marked, and having found 


that one of them burnt juit four hours, he 
committed them to the cuſtody of the keeper 
of his chapel, who gave him notice, from time 
to time, how the hours went. But as in 
windy weather, the candles were conſumed 
faſter than at another time, he remedied this 
inconveniency by the invention of horn lan- 
thorns, there being then no glaſs in the 
kingdom. 1 | | 

As he had alwoys a numerous court, 
and took pleafure in ſeeing his 'nobility 
.he contrived a method whereby. he might 
have their attendance, without injuring their 


* 
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fortunes, or diſtreſſing their families. For 
this purpoſe, he framed three houſeholds, 
each under a ſeparate lord chamberlain, who 
waited alternately, one month every quar- 
- ter; ſo that each of his domeſtics. was at 
leaſt eight months each year at home, to 
look after his private concerns. 

To render his dominions ſecure from fo- 
reign invaſions, he erected. caſtles on the 
ſea coaſts, and on the banks of large rivers, 
where-none were ever built before. But as 
fortifications of this kind are of little ſer- 
vice unleſs ſupported by a well-diſciplined 
army, he took ſuch meaſures to form a mi- 
litia, as deſerves the imitation even' of mo- 
dern ages. All, that were able to bear arms 
and enliſted in his militia, were divided into 
two corps, one of Which was kept in con- 
ſtant duty in his garriſons, whilſt the other 
. ſaid at home to proſecute their private bu- 
ſineſs, and were exerciſed only on feſtivals, but 
relieving one another by turns. By theſe 
means Kees was not a ſingle man in his do- 
minions, who was not ſkilled in military ex- 
erciſes; and by means of beacons placed at 
proper places, and lighted on any alarm, 
a body of well-trained forces, under the 
lieutenant of their county, was ready for 
immediate action. His ſubjects and his mi- 
. Hitia were ſynonimous terms: he was not 
afraid to put arms into their hands, when 

ke reigned in their hearts, and, to uſe me 
Mes words, 
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words of his laſt will, with a heart truly 
Engliſh, ** he was deſirous that all his people 
ſhould be as free as their own thoughts.“ 

As he was fond of learning, his court was 
the reſort of ſuch as were eminent in their 
ſcyeral profeſhons, and his familiar converſe 
was with ſuch as he thought were capable 
of giving him information in an * 
branch of knowledge with which e longed 
to enrich his mind. Twas by this method 
that he acquired no leſs ſkill in the mecha- 
nical arts than he had done in the liberal 
ſciences ; and introduced even the art of 
brick-making into this kingdom. 

His peculiar ſkill in ſhip-building we have 
already mentioned; and that his invention 
was not the effect of experience, or flewed. 
from the application of what he had ſeen 
or heard, or was no more than a lucky hit, 
but aroſe from a ſagacity, which acquainted 
him with the principles of naval architec- 
ture, is evident from the alteration he made 
in the conſtruction of his trading veſſels. 
The encouragement he gave for the im- 
provement of navigation, by extending the 
commerce of his Tabjeds, and”. deſcribing 
and diſcovermg remote countries, deſerves 
our admiration, and affords us an inconteſt- 
ible proof of the greatneſs and heroiſm of 
his genius. We have ſtill authentic proofs 
of his ſending perſons to diſcover the ut- 
moſt extent of the arctic regions, and 9 | 
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poſſibility of a north-eaſt paſſage ; as wel 


of his correſpondence with the inhabj- 


tants of St. Thomas in the Indies. In 
His own - tranſlation of Oraſius, we are 


informed by himſelf that Ohter a Dane ſur- 


veyed the coaſts of - Norway and Lapland, 
by his direction, and preſented him not on- 
ly with a clear deſcription of thoſe coun- 
tries, and the inhabitants, but alſo brought 
with him ſome horſe whales teeth, eſteemed 
more valuable than ivory, and gave a good 
account of the whale fiſhery. This ſucceſs 


. encouraged Alfred to ſend Wulftan, an Em 
4 18 ſurvey thoſe countries, of which 


e Hkewiſe gave him a relation; and if com- 
pared with that written by Olaus Magnus, 
-archbiſhop of Upfal, ſeveral hundered years 
Ae will aftoniſh the reader, and con- 
vince him that the reign of Alfred was a 
RI wonders. | 
The Indian voyage, was undertaken pure- 
ly on a principle. of eharity, to ſend relicf 
to the 3 — of St. Thomas. The per- 
fon pitched upon for this voyage was ore 
Swithelm a prieſt, who honeſtly executed 


— "his commiſfiion, and returned with an im- 


menſe treaſure of India goods, together 
with 3 ſtones, perfumes, and other 
ities, of which the king made 4 

| ". 0 ents 


: * From a fair copy among Junius's manuſcripts in tbe 
'Bodleian library, Oxford; tranleribed from the manuſcrip! 
| Orofius in the Cottonian library at the Britiſi muſcum. 
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fents to foreign princes, Swithelm, in re- 
ward for his fidelity, was made biſhop of 
Sherburn, and left ſeveral of theſe Indian 
curioſities to his church, as jo 4 | 
vouchers. of his voyage. It was with the 
jewels brought by this voyage, that the 
crown was adorned, which he uſed to wear 
at the great feſtivals, ſuppoſed to be that 
which is kept amongſt the regalia in Weſt- 
minſter. abbey. If we wanted any further 
proof to authenticate this voyage, we might 
appeal to the jewel dug up in the ifle of A- 
thelney, the king's retreat, now preſerved 
in the Aſhmolean muſeum. at Oxford, which. 
beſides its excellent workmanſhip, has an 
inſcription in Saxon, importing that it was 
made by the direction of Alfred. | 

His bod of laws were collected from the 
ſcriptures, from thoſe of Ina, Offa, Ethelbert, 
and the uſages of the various nations that in- 
habited Britain, which might be one reaſon for 
their being called the commen law : but alas we 
muſt lament the rage of time in having left us 
no complete ſyſtem, though we have all the 
reaſon in the world to imagine he made one. 
He was the firft who inſtituted juries, now. eſ- 
teemed the bulwark of our conſtitution, and 
was ſovigilant againſt any violation of this in- 
ſtitution, that he hanged Cadwine one of his 
Judges, for ſentencing a man to death with- 
out the aſſent of the twelve jurors. He deviſ- 


es. 
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ed the giving ſureties and bail for a perfor's 
good behaviour, in order to exempt his ſubjects 
rom unmerited impriſonment ; ebliged every 
one to produce a voucher of his property 
in any goods or cattle at the time of and 
ſale, in order to, prevent thefts ; and abolithed 
the civil juriſdiction of thanes or eoldormen. 
In order te prevent murder and other out- 
_ rages, which had long been committed with 
impunity, he- divided his kingdom into 
mires, which  ſhires were - ſubdivided into 
trythings or ridings. Theſe trythings were 
divided into hundreds or wapentakes, and 
«theſe again into tythings or dwellings of ten 
Houſeholders ; each of theſe houſeholders 
were reſponſible to the king, and a kind of a 
pledge for the good behaviour of his family, 
and 2 gueſts; at the ſame time as all the 
ten houſeholders were mutually pledges for 
each other. So that if any perſon of the 
tything was ſuſpeQed of an offence, he was 
impriſoned, if the headborough or chief of 
the tything would not be ſecurity for him, 
and if he made his eſcape the hundred was 
fined to the king. Any one who did not 
enter himſelf into- one of theſe tythings, 
was deemed an outlaw and put to death. 
Nor could any one be received in any hun- 
dred, without producing a certificate from 
that tything to which he had belonged. 
Thus had the king ſecurity for the behav!- 
pr of every ſubjeQ in his dominions, — 
2 | Eve 
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every ſubject in bis dominions was fon 
his own ſake, obliged to diſcover every 
criminal that was ſound in his neighbour- 
hood. It was in vain fo a criminal to fly from 
the ſpot in which he had committed any crime, 
he could not be entertained without a cer- 
tificate from-his own tything ; and Jt he had 
none, was obliged to enter himſelf into the 
ſervice of ſome maſter, who would be an- 
ſwerable for his behaviour; but if he was of 
ſo bad a character that no one would enter- 
tain him as a ſervant, he was obliged. to 
quit the realm, or would be ſure of being 
put to death, and buried in a profane place. 
Theſe wiſe inſtitutions had ſuch a wonder- 
ful effect, in a ſhort time, that there was no 
ſuch thing as a robbery, breach of the peace, 
mou offence, or private injury heard of. 
Virgins might travel the country without 
danger of inſult; though gold bracelets 
were hung up in the highways, no one ven- 
tured to take them down; and if any per- 
ſon dropped a purſe of money on the road, 
it was ſuffered to lie there for months to- 
pether, without being taken away by any 
ut the proprietor. | 118 Fr, 
This remarkable change from a time of 
indigence and confuſion, wherein it was as 
difficult to acquire wealth as to keep it, was 
owing to. the extraordinary vigilance of Al- 
fred, who took care to have his laws put into 
execution, examined with great ſtrictueſs 
1214 | 6 into 
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into the conduct of all his minifters and 
Judges, called them to an account for all 
their deciſions, puniſhed them ſeverely when 
guilty of partiality, and removed them, when 
be Hob from mere ignorance. 

Wie have already given inſtances enough 
of Alfred's wiſdom, but it appears not more 
in any than in the diffidence ke had paid to 
his own abilities. He never undertook any 
wn e deſtgn, without aſking the advice, 
and hearing the ſentiments of others, whoſe 
reputation for ſkill and judgment was eſta- 
bliſhed. All his reſolutions with reſpect to 
public affairs, paſſed through three different 
councils, the firft of which conſiſted of 
the biſhops, abbots, clergy, and nobles 
which attended him and were a kind of 
privy council; the ſecond conſiſted like wiſe 


of biſhops, counts, vifeounts, judges, and 


ſome of the principal thanes, theſe he aſ- 
ſembled . on the three great feſti- 
vals, zt the place where he kept his court, 
for the determination of original cauſes, 
and the hearing of appeals | ou inferior 
courts. of judicature. The third was the ge- 
neral aſſembly of the nation, called in the 
Saxon language Wittenagemote, the mem- 
bers of which owed their admiſſion to their 
own quality or offices independant of the 
king's pleaſure ; which — the troubles 
of his reign, he aſſembled only once annu- 
ally at London; but after his — 
: e 
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hetter ſettled, he convoked at leaſt twice in 
the year, at the ſame place. | 
© Religion ſeems to have had its due influ- 
ence'on his heart; but yet his zeal for it ne- 
ver ſeduced him to facrifice any of the rights 
of his crown to papal uſurpations, or lead 

him to ſabmit to any actions unbecoming his 
dignity. The prieſts who broke his laws 
were puniſhed in the king's courts, beſides 
ſuffering” penance according to the canon 
law: a plain proof that the exemption of the 
clergy from all ſecular juriſdiction, though 
afterwards claimed by the Pope, was a doc- 
trine not then known, or at leaſt not admit- 
ted. What his opinion was with reſpect to 
the doctrine of tranſubſtantiation, appears 
from the choice he made of Jokn Scotus 


Erigena, to be one of the heads of his foun- 


dation at Oxford, though be had written pro- 
feſſedly againſt the corporal preſeace in the 
At his firſt coming to the crown, he was 
furrounded with enemies, who called forth his 
military virtues to public view ; he fought 
thirty-fix battles againſt the Danes, by ſea 
and land; many of which, when almoſt loſt, 
were reſtored by his perſonal valour. Though 
he ſuffered a foil, he was never daunted, but 
was, the next moment, ready for a new action, 
in which he generally ſhowed as much vi- 
gour, 8 more circumſpection. His ſa- 

gacity in refolving on meaſures, and his fer- 

K O tity 
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tility of: invention in finding out expedicuts, 
Were accompaned with ſuch conſtancy and 
ſrmneſs ig reducing them to practice, that he 
never failed of carrying his point. In the 
nudiſt of war and public commotion, he turn- 
ed his thoughts to the advancement of learn- 
ing, and. the propagation of religion, and by 
a ſtretch of genius ſcaree to be imagined,, 
made them flourith throughout his kingdom, 
as much as they could have done, in any 
other reign, in the midſt of a profound peace. 

If he by poet faults, they.ſprung from a noble 
OuRtain, and were to be imputed/to his exceſs 
of humanity. Twas owing to this, that he 
ealily granted peace to the Danes, after 2 
feat; and ſaffored them to flay longer in 
the iflaad, tough ke had experienced they 
were neither to Pe obliged by indneſſes, nor 

. bound by the moſt ſolemn oaths, 

In his private character he was the moſt 
amiable perſon, that ever our country has 
produced, He had a fine perſon, acalm, but 
2 lively aſpect; a graceful mien, and a geatech 
addrels. His temper was ſo even, that afterhe 
2 aſſumed the crown, he never ſhewed any 
ns of inclancholy, or unbecoming levity. 
2 of a quiet but chearful temper, agree- 
able in Converſation, and affable to all, know- 
ing how to condeſcënd without finking belos 

his dignity, and how ta endear himſelf to his 
ſubjects, without leſſening their veneratiqn. 
His enemies were never poken of but in 
* terms, 
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terms, which expreſſed great tenderneſs, wr 
were his friends mentioned without a proper 
regard to their merits. e was temperate in 
His diet, moderate in all his defires, charitable, 
beneficent, and generous; at once the father 
and king of his people; without a vice to 
Jolly the luſtre of his virtues. To ſum up 
mis character, in the words of an elegant au- 
thour. ' ** If we conſider his regular exerciſes 
of religion, one would think he had never 
deen out of a cloiſter; if his wars, that ke 
d lived no where but in a camp; if his 
raing and writings, that he had paſſed all 
his time at an univerſity ; if his regulations 
for the good of his people and the fecurity of 
his kingdom, that he had made laws the 
Rudy of his life, and that the art of govern- 
ment had been the only ſubject of his reflec- 
tions. 80 Juftly did he deſerve the title of 
Alr RED the Great. © ty pf 

What wonder then that the Engliſh nation 
lamented his death, which happened in the 
ſfty ſecond year of his age! * 


The beſt authors vary much in ſettling the year 
of his death. Simeon of Durham, Alurtd of Beverley, 
and Roger Hoveden place it in A. D. 899. Higden, In- 
gulph, Robert of Glouceſter, and Mr. Carte in 4. D. 
900 ; but tlie Saxon, Peterborough and Mailroſs chroni- 
cles, Brompton, Wm. of Malmeſbury, Flor. of Wor- 
cefter, Math. Weſtm. and Mr. Walker in A. D. 901. 
- It would be an unpardonable omiſſion, not to mention 
r which happened to the corps of this prince. 
Boner was it interred in Wincheſter, but che canons 
| 9 2 
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of that church pretended to be diſturbed by bis. gha, 
which induced his ſon to move his body to the new to- 
naſtery. Here it reſted till the diſſdlution of monafteries, 
when Dr. Richard Fox, biſhop of Wincheſter, ordered the 
bones of all our Saxon kings to be collected, and put inte 
leaden coffins, with inſcriptions, containing every mo- 
narch's name, The chefts were afterwards placed on 
| the top of a wall built by him to incloſe the presbytery. 
But Sir Edward Waller, who commanded the parlia- 
nt's forces at the taking of Wincheſter, in A. D. 164 2, 
tered the cathedral, broke the windows, deſtroyed the 
8 threw down the leaden cheſts, and with 3 
barity not to be expreſſed, icattered moſt of the bones 
all over the church, and carried fome of them in triumph 
to other places. As many as could be collected together, 
were afterwards brought to Oxford, and humanely, if not 
iouſly lodged in the repoſitory adjoining to the Bod- 
cian library. William Malweſb. Higden's polychton. 
Matth. We!tm, T. Rudb. hit. maj. p. 208. Speed. B. viii. 
K. 330, Hearn's note on Spelman s life, 4 207. Alfred 
ad five children by his wife Elſwith, daughter” to earl 
Ethelred, tuo of which were ſons, and the other were 
daughters. Of theſe Edward, che cldeft fon ſucceeded him 
on the throne. His ſecond ſon Ethel ward, the youngeſt 
of all his children, was bred a ſcholar, His eldeft daugh- 
ter Ethelfleda was married to Ethelred earl of Mercia ; 
ſue was a woman of a more than feminine ſpirit, and poſ- 
ſeſſed of ſo many of her father's virtues, as enabled her to 
be of great ſervice to her brother Edward. Alfred's ſecond 
daughter named Ethelgeou or Ethilgeoa, was abbeſs cf 
"His new monaſtery at Athelney, .Hws youngeſt daughter, 
oY Elfrida, or Ethelwith married. Baldwin earl oi 
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"EpwaARrD the ELDER, 
A. D. goo. 


K IS prince was called the Elaer, both 

becauſe he was the firſt of that name, 
4 ſat on the throne of England, and like- 
wife to diſtinguiſſ him from Edward the 
Confeffor. On the death _— his father, he 
was anointed at Kingfton, Plegmund, 
archbiſhop of Canterbury, Rf though the 
eldeſt fon of Alfred, elected by all — chief 
men of the king dom, and crowned at the 
place  above-menticned. | 

When he aſcended the throne, the kin 

dom was almoſt equally divided between 5 
Engliſh and the Danes. The former occu- 
pied all Weffex, comprehending the coun 


try to the South of the Thames, together | 


with Eſſex: as for Mercia, it was in a man- 
ner divided between the two people; the 
Engliſh being more numerous in the ſouth 
and weſtern parts, and the Danes in the ea} 
and north. The Danes were in poſſeſſion 
of Northumberland and Eaſt- Anglia, from 
whence they had driven the Engliſn during 
the late wars. They had remained quiet 
during the latter 51 of Alfred's reign be- 
ing overawed b ps power, and afraid to 
cope with a derbe of of his abilities. But, as 
this tranquility was rather forced than vo- 
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luntary, they only ſought for an opportuni- 
ty to ſhake off their yoke; and recommence 
hoſtilities. Edward who ſucceeded fo illuſ- 
trious a parent, appeared certainly to ſome 
diſadvantage ; but Yet he had, during his fa- 

u 


ther's life, given ſuch indications of brave: 
ry, as made the nation conceive great hopes 
of him. To take the field alone againſt him, 
was what the Danes ſeemed 1 to do, 
but an incident happened about that time, 
which favoured their deſigns, and made them 
declare themſelves openly. 

* Ethelwald; the eldeſt ſon of Ethelbert, 
now grown to man's eſtate, was perſuaded 
to lay claim to the crown, as his due by 
birth-right, in oppoſition to the will of E- 
thelwolf, which he pretended to ſet aſide 
as illegal. Though the reaſons he produced 
in his favour were ſpecious, yet the nation 
was ſo firmly attached to the family of Al- 
fred, that he was joined by no perſon of any 

conſequence among the Engliſh, Finding 
is expectation fruſtrated in this quarter, he 
had recourſe to the Danes, who eſpouſed 
his cauſe, and had,- probably, inſtigated 
him to undertake this enterprize. 

His firſt ſtep was to ſurprize Winborn 
in Dorſetſhire, and Chriſtchurch in Hamp- 
flure. _ The king who had received intelli- 
gence of his operations; marchedagaiuſt him 
with ſuch expedition, Wat he was very _ 
* A. D. 901. 
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though Athelwold on his firſt taking poſſeſ - 
fion of it had boaſted that he was deter- 
mined to maintain himſelf there, or to die 
on the ſpdt. Edward havin halted at Band- 
bury, within two miles of Winburn, Ethel- 
wald took that opportunity of quitting the 
town by night; and, flying into N 

was conveyed from thence to Northumber-- 
land, where the Danes acknowledged him for 
their kinp. | el 
Edward who was ſenſible that this retreat 
of Ethelward might involve him in a lon 


and expenſive war, reſolved to march againſt 


the Northumbrians, before they could be 
joined by any of their countrymen abroad, 


or ſtrengthen themſelves by the union of 


any other parties in this iſland. As ſaon as 
ever he Fad taken Winburn, he march- 
ed northward, and his army which re- 
ceived frequent agceflions of men in their 


progreſs, was ſo much increaſed, that he 
cou 


d be under no apprehenſions from the 


enemy. His expedition was ſo great, that 


the Danes were aſtoniſhed, and finding 


themſelves in no condition to refiſt him, were 
conſtrained to baniſh the prince, they had 
vadertaken to protect, from their country. 
Not ſatisfied with this act of ſubmiſſion; Ed- 
ward was reſolved to make them repent 
their having eſpouſed the cauſe of his rival, 
or not having defended it better. He re-, 
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ſurpriaing him at the firſt mentioned place: 


ormandy,. 
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duced ſeveral of their ſtrong holds in Mer 


eia, which he kept by way of ſecurity in 
* his on poſſeſſion. bt 
- * Elfieda, at this time ſignalized her cou- 
rage at the head of her huſband's troops, 
and was of great ſervice to the king, in 
making head 1 the Mercian Danes, 
and preventing the Welch from coming to 
their aſſiſtance. | FP. 
- + Ethelward, who was obliged to retire 
into Normandy, was all this while endea- 
vouring to ſtrengthen his party, and pre- 
vailed on the Normans to aſſiſt him with a 
body of forces ; with ' which he returned. 
The Eaſt-Angles now ſeeing ſome 'proſpe& 
of his ſucceſs, acknowledged him for king, 
and took up arms in his 3 825 
+ The next year Ethelward aſſembled a 
a conſiderable army, with which he made 
FOR ob. ch Ta n 
7 Che was the king's ſiſter, and married to Ethelred, 
earl of Mercia. Having had a very difficult labour, ſhe 
would never bed with her huſband afterwards: and de- 
dining the employ of her ſex, devoted herſelf entirely to 
the exerciſe of arms, In this province ſhe gave ſuch fig- 
nal proofs of courage and intrepidity, that ſhe Was diſtin- 
gviſhed by. the name of Ving Elfleda, as appears from 
Huntingdon's verſes to her memory, Tu regina potens 
Rergus. Yet if we confine her praiſe entirely to the ex- 
ploits ſhe performed in the field, we do her injuſtice, for 
ſhe was no leſs remarkable for her wiſdom than ber cou- 
rage, and is faid to have aſſiſted her brother, as much by 
her council as by her arms; not to mention that ſhe built 
„„ 
TA. 904. 7 A. D. 905. 
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an incurſion into Oxford and Glouceſterſhire, 


pa ed the Thames at Cricklade, and waſted 
e 


adjoining parts of Wilts; but retired be- 
fore Edward, who was marching againft 
him, could come up with him. Tue king 
continuing his purſuit followed him to the 
borders of the Eaſt-Angles, but not caring to 
advance further in an enemy's country, re- 
treated with the main body of the army. The 
Kentiſh men, who ſtayed behind for the ſake 
of plunder, were ſurprized by the Danes near 
Bury, who remained maſters of the field, af 
ter a very obſtinate engagement. This 


the. 


rictory was bought very 2 the 


Danes, who loſt their king Eric, an 


wald in the battle, beſides a greater number 
of men than the Engliſh: On the kings 


fide were flain the earls Sigulf, and Sigelm, 
with ſeveral other Le of diſtinction. 
The enemy thus fruſtrated in their ex- 
pectations of raiſing any commotions among 
the Weſt-Saxons, after maintaining a linger- 


ing war for two years, came to àn accom- 


modation at Icktord in Bucks. 


| Not- 


A. D. gon. Sim. Dunelm. ſays that Edward was 
forced to make this peace: Speed, who calls it a truce, as 
well aa Hollingſhead, ſeems to confirm this opinion, by 


faying the loſs which the king's army had ſuftained, made 


bim the readier to enter into it. Florence, Tyrrel, and 


Milton leave this point very doubtful, ſoying only that 
a peace was made between the king, the Eaſt-Angles 


ary: Northumbrians ; Rapin, Carte, and Smollet whe 
falous him, fay polaively thas the Dane Jucd for fee. 
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. Notwithſtanding: this treaty, the Nor, 
thumbriays, in conjunction with the Danes 
of Derby, Nottin » Leiceſter, Lincoln, 
and Stam ford, continued their depredations, 
and ravaged the adjacent country. | 
Edward incenſed at their incurſion 
Hg oo, a, fleet to 9 ws os coaſts : = 
| vainly imagining reateſt part 
of hi 1 Was embarked. 4 nn £2 5 
tories with a ſtrongady of forces, in full conti- 
dence of plundering them with impunity. On 
their return they were attacked by the Welt 
Saxons, and Mercians at Totenhall in Staf- 
Fordſhire, who being defeated with the 
lots of their two Kiltgs, ſeveral cf their prin- 
cipal officers, and many thouſands of their 
common men, left the booty they had gained, 
as a prey to the WMictors. N a | 
Ihe year after this victory Ethelred couut 
palatine of Mercia died, and Elfleda aſſum- 
med the government of his territories: The 

cities of Oxford and London, being ceded 
- to Edward. Her firſt care was to fortify 
Chefter, Eddeſbury and Runkhorn in Che- 
ſhire ; Cherbury and Bridgnorth in Shrop- 
ſhire ; Weddeſborough and Tamworth in 
Staffordſhire ; together with Warwick ; in 
order to ſecure the Mercian provinces; from 
the incurſion of the Danes. After which 

ſhe marched with her forces againſt the 
| Welch. * FA a , 


A. D. 1j. A. p. 913. 


r, , han by .. 
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. While ſhe. was engaged in this expedition 
* ker brother Fdward rebuilt the town o 
Hereford, which had been ruined b the 
Danes, and afterwards marching 100 fe 
rtifed Witham, in order to Tot his 
ubjects from the incurflons of the enemy. 
r Moving 1 ufe of cheſe precautions, 
to ſecitne is kingdom, he 1 the 
ſllort tinervatef or in 
hire into art unlverfit 
5 e 3 ar. "Wiſh met Ai bias 
Welch, taking Beecknock- 


the Welch oy $ Wife and ſeveral others pri- 

ſoners. The Danes, who'conld not continue 

Feet long, marched, about this time, into 
achlre, ſurp furprized and defeated a ſmrall 

body of the Boy's. forces at Hocknorton 

ant 3 to their own fertlements wick 


4 cotifiderable booty. Another party, en- 


_ et by their ſtrccefs, - — — as far 
guton in Kedfordfiiire; but the coun- 
wy bene prepared, ro receive them, fell up- 
oA them cur them in pieces, and recovered 
their booty. Theſe- incurſions,” thought 
troubleſome; were bur the pretude to'xmore 
formidable invaffon from the ſputhern coaft 


of Britany, et th he direction of Ohter 
and Kohault, 1 Bo che Severn, 


plunicere@ the Welch aud n coaſts; 
_ raking 


. 
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taking Cumeleac, biſhop of Erchenfie ld, pri- 


* 


ſoner, who, was afterwards ranſomed by 
ward for forty pounds. aJ 
As they had only ſent ſmall detachments 
on. ſhore hitherto, this ſucceſs encouraged 
them to land their whole force, with which 
| they marched as far as Erchenfield; but the 
militia of Hereford and Glouceſterſhire aſ- 
1 ſtopt their progreſs, gave them 
battle, le Rohault and Otar's * in 
the engagement, routed their army, and 
5 a wood. In this place they 
beſieged them, till / they were forced to give 
boſtag s that they would immediately depart 
. the kingdom... But the Danes, who never 
_ xemembered their promiſes, excepting when 
they were in danger, took an opportunity 
to quit their ſhips a little time after, and 
Role to ſhore. in the night time to plunder 
the . Having divided their forces 
into two bodies, they marched with one 
party towards Watchet in Somerſetſhire, 
and with the. other to Portlockbay in the 
county, but failed in their attempts on 
both thoſe places; few of them eſcaping to 
their ihips, unleſs thoſe who ſaved their lives 
by ſwimming. After this Ry, beſieged a 
ſmall iſland, named Sheepholme, in the 
Mouth of the Severn, where they were redu- 
'  ced to ſuch great diftreſs, that many of them 
died with hunger, and the remainder fled 
to Ireland, iet incurſions ſeam to hare 


been the occaſion of Edward's fortifyi 
Buckingham, Towcefter and Bedford, anf 
demoliſhing a fort which the Danes had 
built at Themisford. Upon this Earl Thur- 
ketil ſubmitted with the Danes under his 
command, and went ſhortly after, with ſuch 
_ as would follow him, into France. 

- © While Edward and his officers were 
reaping laurels in one part of this iſland, 


his fifter Ethelfleda was no leſs victorious 


en andther ; ſhe had taken the town of Der- 
by after a narrow eſcape; no leſs than four 

her aids du camp being killed by her 
fide: ſhe had likewiſe reduced Leiceſter and 
conquered York. New ſwarms of rovers 
now infeſting the channel, Edward equip- 
ped a fleet of one hundred fail in order to 


attack them: . engaged the enemy, 


he forced the greateſt part of their fleet on 
ſhore; and then landing himſelf, in con- 


es that were in the place. | 
This was the laſt battle in which Elfleda 


* A. D. 917. . n 
+ From 4 Manuſcript in the Cettonian Lbrary- at the 
Britiſh muſeurn, marked Yep. A. 385. ; 
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by with his heroic filter + Elfleda, 
befieged them in the city of Canterbu- 
8. and taking it, flew a great number of 

A © xxl 


was concerned, Who died this year at Tam 
worth, being no leſs remarkable for her 
virtue and prudence, than ſhe was for her 
courage; and eſteemed by all as exatt a. 
Yuri P Pattern 
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zattern of her father Alfred, as the diffe- 
nce of two ſexes would admit of. | 
The death of this princeſs did not con- 
tribute a little towards enlargingand ſtrength- 
ening Edward's dominions; for immediately 
on her demiſe he ſeized. on Mercia, being 
informed that Elſwima her daughter was 
carrying on a treaty of marriage with Regi- 
nald king of the Danes ||. As for the young 
Iady he ſecared. het perſon, and after hav- 
ing exacted an oath of allegiance from the 
inhabitants, carried her away with him, 
The enſuing year, Edward found that the 
Danes were not the only enemies he had to 
encounter, one Griffith ap Madoc, brother in 
he to the prince of weſt. Wales, together 
with Leofred a Dane, came with an army 
from Ireland with a deſign to make a conqueſt 
of the welch dominions. Having landed at 


Snow don in Caernarvonſhire, they penetrated 


as far as Cheſter without meeting with any 
oppoſition. But Edward having aſſembled 
tus forces, engaged them at Sherwood, where 
he was in great danger of being taken and 
in, had not his ſon Athelſtan fled to his aſ- 
ſtarice, wounded the Dane io grievouſly in 
his. arm, that he was unable to wield his 
ſpear, and taken him priſoner. 


It was Edward's principle to depend as 


. little on the promiſes of the Danes as he 
could; and to provide againſt their pany 


Y 


* 
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by building fortreſſes on their frontiers, and 
in the countries which he had reduced. In 
purſuance of this plan he rebuilt Wigmore in 
Ficrefordthire, 2 Toceſter in Northam ton- 
ſhire; but the Danes of Leiceſter and Nor- 
thamptonſhire not - brooking this reſtraint, 
attempted to ſarprize Toceſter; the befieged 
defending themſelves bravely for a whole 
day, were relieved, and the Danes obliged to 
raĩſe the ſiege by night. Afterwards being pur- 
ſued in their retreat by the beſieged, they were 
defeated at the foreſt of Bernwood and * Ailf- 
bury with the loſs of the greatelt part of their 
baggage. The Danes inhabiting Austin don 
a Eaſt-anglia, revolting at this time, Sein 
a fort at Temsford in fordſhire, from 
whence they made incurſions into different 
parts of. the country; but having the inſo- 

ce to befiege Bedford, they were put to 
flight, with great loſs by a ſally made from 
the town. ES A" | Res. 
A conſiderable body collecting together 
from Mercia and the country of the Eaft=an- 


gles, Wigmore was again expoſed to theif- 
attacks, and underwent a ſtorm, during 


which the men behaved ſo bravely, that the 
enemy was obliged to draw / off their forces, and 


. * Milon and the Saxon chronicle make no mention of 
this purſvit, but add, that the Danes, ia their retreat, 


took a great number of men priſoners, beſides a large ' 


booty of cattle, between Bernwood fereft and Aileſhurys 
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in their retreat, carried with them all the cat- 
tle they met with. The Engliſh who lived in 
the adjacent parts, incenſed at theſe ravages, 
took the advantage of their abſence to lay 
ſiege to the town and caſtle of Temsford, 
which they carried by ſtorm, putting their 
king, and noblemen and all that they found 
in the place to the ſword: who choſe rather 
to die, than ſubmit to their conquerours. En- 
couraged by this ſucceſs, the Kentiſhmen, to- 
gether with the inhabitants of Surry and part 
of Eſſex, undertook the ſiege of Colcheſter, 
Which place they carried after a ſtrong re- 
Eftance ; and ſacking the town, put all + the 
Danes to the ſword, excepting ſuch as eſcaped 
over the wall. The ſeverity exerciſed in the 
taking both theſe places probably exaſperated 
the Eaſt-anglian Danes to revenge the fate of 
their countrymen, and the reſentment ſpread- 
ing, they were joined by a great number of 
Daniſh pirates. With this reinforcement they 
inveſted Malden, and befieged it with great 
Fury, but a body of forces coming to relieve 
the place, they were obliged to abandon the 
hege, In their retreat, ſoles overtaken by 

the beſieged who were joined by the Whoops 
that came to their relief, they were routed, 
and, in their flight, loſt ſeveral hundred of the 

landmen as well as pirates. 1 


» ” « , 
74 Smellet ſays that this was dene by Edward's order. 
Det the Saxen annals and Milton mention av fuch things 
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Aſter this Edward encamped at Paſsham 
on the Ouſe, in order to cover a party of his 
army, that were employed in fortifying To- 
ceſter; and about the ſame time earl Thur- 
furth, and the chief commander of the Daniſh 
forces of Southampton made their ſubmiſſion. 
His forces being now diſcharged, after ha- 
ving ſerved their due time, he ſent out a freſh 

y to Huntingdon, to repair the breaches 
that had been made there: which was fol- 
lowed by the ſurrender of the Daniſh army. 
The ſame year he marched with his army 
to Colcheſter, rebuilt the wall, and repaired 


all the places which were in a ruinous condi- 
dition. Theſe meaſures had ſuch an effect on 


the Eaſt-ſaxons and Eaſt- angles, that they 
returned to their obedience; and by their 


e 0 forced the Daniſh army to come in 
and 


wear allegiance to the king. Havin 


thus provided for the ſecurity of theſe parts, 


the next f ſpring he had advanced to Stam- 
ford, which ſurrendered voluntarily, and was 
fortified, bya caſtle built upon the ſouth bank: 
ofthe river Weland. Mercia being now in his 
poſſeſſion, he fortified Nottingham, and having 
reduced the country, marched to the Peake of 
Derby, where he erected a fort at Bakewell. 


All the inhabitants of theſe parts having 


ſworn allegiance to him, he moved weſtwar 


and received the ſubmiſſion of 5 Howel, 
N 1 Cledauc 
t A. D. 922. 1 8 | 


92 | ALE 
YA. P. gaz. Some place this tranſaRtion is the year befera 
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Cledayc and Jeothwel, the three princes of 

north Wales. | 2 

As his chief care ſeems to have been to ren- 

der his conqueſts — he ſecured theſe 
e 


rovinces by erecting, the || followin 

: fortreſs at * Thehyal on 3 an 
another at + Mancheſter ; and having thus 
ſecured all that he had already ſubdued, ad- 
vanced northward to reduce the reſt of En- 
land, t The terror of his arms flying be- 
ore him, Sidric and Reginald, kings of the 
Northumbrian Danes, together with the 
rinces of the Cumbrian and Strathcluyd 
Bri tons, with all their chieftains in Galloway, 
ſubmitted to his dominion. The Scots like- 
wiſe inhabiting the northern parts, which 
| formerly 


% 


I A. D. 92. Hi in his polyehron, Flo rence, 
. and Matth. Weſtm. place it in A. D. 920. a 
® 'Tyrrel ſuppoſes the name of this place derived from 

Thel Sax. the body of à tree, becauſe it was at firſt ſur- 
rounded with a fort or rampart, made of the body of trees. 
- + The annotatorof Milton's hiſtory, ſuppoſes this to be 
an errour, handed down to our hiſtorians by Marianus, who 
miſtook the Saxon annals ; which, according to this au- 
thor, dces not ſay that king Edward repaired Marichefler, but 
that he repaired mange ceaffer, that is many cities, which 
is certainly the ſer ſe Ke the place : but not to ĩnſiſt on the 
context which ſupports the old tranſlation, Higden, who 
is a very judicious author, not only eſpouſes our opinion, 
but Itkewiſe furn:ſhes us with an argument in its favorr, 
his words are, “ Jade tranſiens aquarh Merſee, inflaura-" 
dt url mainceſtre, gue off in auftralibus fathi s Ner- 
th:mbrorum”* | | bk: of £34 

4 A. D. 924. = , | 
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Wtmerly had belonged to Northumberland, 


miſſion ; their king conſenting to hold his do- 
minions in vaſſalage of the crown of England. 
The ſecu · ity of theſe conqueſts, which had 
employed moſt part of Edward's life, were 
the object of his thoughts, during the re- 
mainder of his reign, which, in the whole, was 
happily prolonged for five and twenty years. 
It wereview the life of this king, we ſhall 
have abundant reaſon to queſtion the partial- 


ity of former hiſtorians, who detract from his 


raiſe in order to aggrandize that of Alfred 
fs father. The few encomiums which his 
merits have extorted are'diminiſhed by an in- 
vidious compariſon. Malmeſbury who ac- 
knowledges that he exceeded his father in 
power and grandeur, cannot help inſinuating, 
at the ſame time, that he was inferiour to him 
in patience and learning. To have ſucced- 
ed ſo illuſtrious. a perſon as Alfred, was cer- 
tainly a great ON : but to have lived 
up to ſo great an example, requires an heroic 
ſtretch of genius. His fathe?'s fame would 
of itſelf have ennobled his fon ; but Ed- 
ward acquired his fame from the ſame 


ſpring as Alfred; from his own actions. 
If he was as great in the field, he was not _ 
inferior in his c&@dut; and the methods 


which he fed to ſecure his conqueſts, ſhew. 
him no leſs politic than brave. He might 
indeed have had the example of Alfred ta 
8 copy 


were glad to purchaſe peace, by the like ſub- 


——}. — 
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copy in this point, but he ſeems rather to have 
improved ont he original, and ＋ N to have 


Faue beyond it. If Alfred left the kingdom 
eautified, Edward left it fortified : if Al- 
fred was admired, Edward was dreaded: if 
Alfred extended his dominions over a great- 
er ſpace of this iſland than his anceſtors, 
Edward extended his not only over all En- 
pland, but compelled even the king of Scot- 

and to hold his kingdom in vaſſalage, if 
not to do him homage. Like Alfred he was 
reſpected by his neighbours and beloved by 
his ſubjects; like him was intrepid, vigi- 
Jant, and circumſpect; but in one reſpect 
was greater, he never loſt a battle. His re- 

mutation was not confined to ſucceſſes on 

and, he triumphed at Tea, and by a vigo- 
rous exertion of his naval force, ſcoured the 
channel of pirates, . and pointed out to ſuc- 


_ ceeding kings the ſureſt method of becom- 


ing the ſovereigns of the ocean, and the ar- 


- biters of chriſtendom. 'T'reading in the ſteps 


of his renowned progenitor, amidſt the hor- 
rors of war, he turned his thoughts to ſuch 
ſubjects as tended to promote peace, and 
eſtabliſh happineſs. His laws ſhew him to 
be as great an enemy to injuſtice among his 
ſabjecks as his wars an implacable ſcourge 
to rapine among the Danes. The corrup- 
tion that had crept into the courts of jui- 
tice, he reproved with great ſharpneſs, and 


at: the, fame time denounced ſuch puniſp. 


* * 
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ments, as muſt have been effectual to prevent 
it for the future. Perjary was a crime 
which he puniſhed with remarkable rigour z 
and if a perſon had once been convicted of 
it, would never admit his oath afterwards: 
One regulation which he made with reſpe& to 
ſervants, deſerves ſome notice in theſe days of 
greater refinement : ©* If a ſervant eommit- 
ted theft, the perſon who had given him a 
character was reſponſible for his crime, and 
obliged to become his ſurety.” A law which 
muſt have had a t effect in keeping ſer⸗ 
vants faithful, and making maſters circum- 
ſpect, not to ſay heneff, 1n the characters 

ey gave them. The laws concerning buy- 
ing and ſelling, and the prevention of de- 
ſertion made by his father Alfred; he re- 
vived, and eſtabliſned the county courts, 
which were then held every month, as they 
are at preſent. — 1 _ be- » 
in a tranſcript of tho ed on 
e * — Gothrun, * not 
de repeated. IAN 5-3 . | 

But his character in private life not only 
deſerves praiſe, but likewiſe calls for imita- 
tion. The education of his children pecu- 
larly engroſſed his care, and was conducted 
by a plan that is as commendable as it is 
ſingular. His daughters were inſtructed at 
their leiſure hours in all thoſe branches of 
learning, which were proper to adorn their 


Tay 9 minds 
133, of this volume, 


voluntarily congratu 
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minds; and at-other times exercifed their 
diſtaff, and employed themſelves at their 
needles. It is no wonder then that his al- 
liance ſhould be coveted by foreign poten- 
tates, and four of his daughters even 


married to foreign princes, kings and em- 


rors. His ſons were ſo inured to ſtudy, 


that, like Plato's 8 they were 
e 


maſters of every uſeful ſcience, and fit to 
aſſume the reins of government with dignity 
and applauſe. The mildneſs of his admini- 
tration might well endearhim to his ſubjects, 
while the terror of his arms operated fo pow- 
erfully, that all the petty rinces in Britain 

ated him on account of 
his ſucceſſes, willingly owned him for their 
lord, and humbly defired his protection.“ 


ATHELSTAN. A. D. 92g. 


| DWARD 8 ſucceeded in his throne 
by his eldeſt fon + Athelſtan. Though 
. 1 his 


Carte places his death in A. D. gay, but quotes the 
Sax. Chron. as placing it in A. D. 941, if it be not an 


ertour of the preis, which I am jnclined to think it is. 


Higden places it in A. D. 924. 
I He was the ſon of Edgina, who merely on account 
of her being the daughter of a ſhepherd, is ſuſpected to 
ave been no more than a concubine to Edward. Edgina 
ving in her infancy dreamt that the moon ſhone out of 


Ber belly ſo brightly, as to illuminate all England, inno- 


R her dparn tn am: PR wag, who had gar'et 
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En nominated him for his ſacceſ- 
or in his will, yet he ſübmitted his right 
geen 0 ed 


Edward at the court of his father Alfred the Great, The 
old woman aſtoniſhed at the dream, and pleaſed with the 
tharms of the girl; took her home and educated her at Her 
own expence. As for Edzina, ſhe became remarkable 
for her beauty and other accompliſhments ; Edward ſeeiig 
* in a viſit to his nurſe ſell in love with het, and had = 
by her, who on account of the circumſtance. of the 
dream, was named Tchelſtan, or Athelſtan, 7. e. the 
moſt noble. His grandfather Alfted took extraordinary 
care of his education, recommending him in his infancy 
wo his daughter Erhelfleda,. and when grown a boy, put 
him under the tyitzon of her huſband Ethelred, one of the 
greateft captains of the age in which he lived. When he 
was of an age fit to appear at court, he was introduced by 
his tutor, and charmed Alfred fo much with his ſpright- 
lineſs, beauty, and behaviour, that he, in propheric rap» 
ture, foretold his wearing the crown, and then knighted” 
him, giving him a purple robe, a belt ſet with jewels, and 
* Saxon fword in a gold ſcabbard. We have been thus 
minute, in order to introduce a defence of his legitimacy, 
and a vindication of his mother's honour ; for though ſhe 
is by ſeveral authors repreſented as Edward's concubine, 
yet as Speed obſerves, we have very ftrong proofs of her 
being his lawful wife. Brompton, who gives us the ſio- 
ot thy father's amour, ſpeaking of the ret of Edward's 
ildren, ſays, „ Ex alia «xore ſua genuit Edwinum.”* 
i. e. He had Edwin, Cc. by another wife; which is a di- 
rect teſtimony that Edward was married to Athelſtan's 
mother: and though S. mon of Durham ſays, ** by a me# 
ble lady he had his elaeſt fon Athelſtan, but by his een 
Edgiva” he had thrre ſons. His words rather confirm 
than refute chat has been offe:ed { for the mother of 
&thelſtan dyinz before his father was made king, though 
lar wr bis toit, ſhe cou nor properly be files his 2 
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to a formal ® election. The ceremony uſed b 

at his coronation was more ſolemn td: pub. : 

| he than any that had been practiſed on that a 
occaſion. A ſcaffolding was built on pur- 


ſe at Kingſton, whereon he was anoint- h 
ed by Athelm archbiſhop of Canterbury, 4 
amidſt the acclamations of a vaſt concourſe 5 


of wp, 
As e had been knighted on account of 
his extraordinary talents, by his grandfa- 
ther in his infancy ; as he had been educat- 
ed by his aunt Elfrida, who poſſeſſed all 
the great talents, and courage of the famous 
Zenobia, without partaking of any of her 


vices; 


beſides, ſhe could not have acquired the title of meble 
lady, unleſs by marriage ; becauſe ſhe.yas by birth only 
A hevhere's daughter. [o this we may add, the care 
Ales todk of Athelſtan's education, his fondneſs for 
im in his infancy, and his honour.ng him with the order 
er knighthood, as his own precumprive heir : ſtrong proofs 
indeed that Achelſtan was no baſtard ; or on the contra- 
ry. ſtronger proofs that Alfred was in this point unworthy 
| of the title of Crear. If indeed his grandfather u. 
4 weak, it is ſtrange that his father ſhould be fo too; ſince 
we find that he was c.ected king, in conſegqu-nce of his 
. - father's will ; and u hat reafon can he aſſigned unleſs his 
Icgitimacy, he this preference to the children bis father 

had by has queens, I belive no one is able to explain. 

* The Cottonian manaſcpipt lays, * eleftus oft in re- 
| gem. See likewiſe Huntingdon, &. The authors who 
4 queſtion the king's legitzmacy, ſay he was eleFcd, be- 
| cauſe his brothers were too yourg to. govern z a..cucum- 

Kance, which the reader is defired to keep in his me- 
LY | 
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vices; as he had diſtinguiſhed his courage, 


and his conduct during the life of his father, 
and had aſſiſted at his councils for a confide- 
able time before he mounted the throne, the 
cares of royalty were not untaſted by him, 
and the expectations his ſubjects enter- 
tained of his reign, were not entirely owing” 
to the charms of novelty. 


An election implying in it a right to reject 
.as well as to chooſe, fome malecontents of 


of theſe days, Who were fonder of the chil- 
dren, Shick Edward had by his other wives, 
than thoſe he had by his firit, entered in to à 
onſpiracy to remove him from the throne, 
Alfred, who was the chicf conſpirator, in- 
tended to have ſeized his perſon at Wincheſ- 
ter, and to have put out his eyes. But the 


plot being difcoyered, and Alfred pleading; 
is innocence, the king, to ſhe his mercy, as 
well as his ſtriet regard to juſtice, ſent him 
to Rome, to purge himſelf” by oath before 


the altar of St. Peter. When he came thi- 


ther, he took the oath preſcribed, but being 
immediately ſeized with a violent agony, ex- 
Hired three days after in great torment, at 
the Engliſh ſchool. John X. then the reigh-, 
ing pope, taking his ſudden death as a plain” 


evidence of his guilt, denied him chriſtian 


burial,* till he had informed Athelſtan of his 
cataſtrophe, "who, being ſatisfied with his 
Puuiſhment,' humanely requeſted that he 


might be interred with the uſual'ceremonies, = 
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after having , confiſcated his eſtates, pa be: 
ſtowed them on the monaſtery of Malmſ- 
bury, as appears from an ancient charter. 
Scarce was this ſtorm blown ovet, when a 
freſh one broke out in the north. As the 
Danes in theſe, places were quiet only by 
compuliion, and had been ſubjeted by 
force, they reſolved at this juncture to aſſert 


their independency, imagining that Athel- 
F in 


ftan was not firmly ſettled in the throne, and 
that the malecontents in his own dominions 
might, by that means, be induced to riſe, 
ad favour their. intentions. With theſe 
hopes, they took the field under their kings, 
Sithric and Inguald, and ſurprized Yor 

and Davenport. Athelſtan, on receiving ad- 
vice of..this inſurrection, marched into their 
country. with ſuch expedition that Sithric, 


king of Northumberland, having made no 


reparaticns for his defence, was obliged to 
ve for peace, which was readily granted.. 
In order to attach him ſtill more ſtrongly to 
his intereſt, he gave him his fiſter Edgitha in 
marriage, on condition of his turning chriſ- 
tian. But that his ſiſter might notbe thought 


to ſtoop too low by matching with a perſon 


that was of an inferiour. rank, he allowed 
him to aſſume the title of a king, and at the 
ſame time gave him all the country, from 
the Tees to Edinburgh, formerly known by 
the rame of Bernicia. This prudent ſtep 
might have had a good effect on the muti- 

: | nous 
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adus Northumbrians, had Sithric ſurvivell 
his nuptials longer; but his “ death, which 
happened in a few months after, unravelled 
all the political web, which Athelſtan had 
been employed in weaving. Ardulph en- 
deavoured to make himſelf maſter of his do- 
minions immediately after his death, and 
for that purpoſe, ſeized on Bamburgh, the 
capital city of his kingdom: but was ſoon 
driven out by Athelſtan, Who reduced the 

5 22 whole 

A. D. 926. Higden places it in A. D. 925. 

+ After the death of her huſband, The returned to her 
brother, and became a nun at Polefworth. "The Scotch 
hiſtorians, who bear an implacable malice to the memory 
of Athelſtan, on account of bis reducing their kingdom, 
have aſperſed the character of this lady very unjuſtly, and 
accuſe her with having poiſoned her huſband, at the in- 
ſtigation of her brother Athelſtan : but as they br.ng ro 
proof in ſupport of their accuſation, and. as ſhe was a 
woman of as great a reputation for piety, as her brother 
vas for his valour and nobleneſs of ſaulz we may juſtly 
conclude, that the whole is nothing but a malicious fic- 
tion, unworthy of the leaſt credit. wal” | 
Malmeſt ury relates, that Athelſtan married another of 
bis ſiſters to Ortho emperor of Germany, who ſent him, 
beſides ſeveral horſes and jewels, a curious Onyx, the 
ſword of Conſtantine the great, with his name enamelled 
in gold letters on the blade, and having one of the tour 
nails with which CnxisT was fixed to the crofs in the 
hilt: not to mention the banner of Charlemagne, uſed in 
his wars with the ſaracens, together with ſeveral reliques. 
But as the continuator of Bede aſcribes theſe preſents to 
Hugh the great, earl of Paris, and father of Hugh Ca- 
king of France, who married another ſiſter; it is 


Pet, 
Yo bable, that the whole is nothing leſs than a moniciſh 


= 
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whole country, and kept it for ſome time, | 
under his immediate power, not thinking | 
* ſafe to truſt it any more to a ſubordinate 
| e of the ſons of Sithric, by 
a former wife, zealous for his old religion, 
which he found declining by the introduc- 
tion of chriſtianity, and reſenting the ſervile 
condition to which Athelſtan had reduced his 
country, aſſumed the title of king, refuſed 
any longer to pay tribute, ſeized on all the 
forts, and drove out all the king's garriſons. 
He was joined in his rebellion by his brother 
Anlaff, and Ingnald king of Vork; but 
Athelſtan aſſembled his forces, and marched. 
againſt them ſo ſuddenly, that the three 
princes had ſcarce time enough to ſecure 
themſelves by flight. Though Athelſtan 
eaſily made himſelf maſter of all the country, 
excepting the caſtle of Vork, which held out 
bravely; he was uneaſy at the eſcape of the 


three princes, being apprehenſtve of their 
returning to excite freſh troubles in hot: 7 
parts. Ihe fate of Inguald is not known, 
but Anlaf fled into Ireland, and Gathred. 
| _ eſcaped into Scotland. Conſtantine, then 
| _ reigned in thoſe dominions, and gave refuge 
| to the fugitive : which Atheſtan no ſooner: 
was informed of, than he ſent deputies, de- 
manding him to furrender up his enemy im- 
Aan 1 $7 UN e:HTG TE 301 $3 5 mediately, 
x A. D. 927. This prince is likewiſe named, Cutiritb, 


- 


Geebfrid, and Curfert, by different Authours, - 


| 
| 
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mediately, and threatning in caſe of a refu- 
fal, to invade his dominions. As Conftan- 
_ tine's anſwer did not ſatisfy Athelſtan, he 
was preparing to put his threats in execution, 
when he received propoſals from the Scotch 
king, who invited him to a conference at 
Daker; but in the mean time either connived 
at, or aſſiſted Guthred, in making his eſcape. 
When they met, Athelſtan admitted of Con- 
ſtantine's excuſes, but was ſomewhat cha- 

rined at the eſcape of the Dane, who, being 
Joined by his friends in the cattle, made an 
unſucceſsful attempt upon the city of York, 
after which he turned pyrate. At this con- 
ference, he is ſaid to have exacted homage of 
Conftantine, who ſeems to have been com- 
pelled to pay it, as appears from the im- 
placable enmity he bore to the Engliſh mo- 
narch from this period: though the Scotch 
have exerted themſelves much, but in vain, 
to eſtabliſh the negative. | 
The Scotch monarch, though treated with 
ſo much mildneſs, retured home heartily pi- 
qued at this indignity offered to his a, 5. of 
laff, informed of his diſcontent, repaired 
40 his court from Ireland, and artfully in- 
. famed his reſentment, by inveighing againſt 
the outrage committed againſt his honour, by 
enlarging upon the inſolence and dangerous 
powerof Athelſtan, and at the ſame time ſhew- 
ang the practicability of reducing Northum- 
bHerland, with a few troops, which he could 
Q3 | bring 


. 


| 
| 
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bring. from Ireland. We generally believe 
what we wiſh ; and Conſtantine, for that rea- 
2 Mas: erly entered — np Anlafs propoſals. 
ey. were making prep arations to ex- 
mow their deũgn, the rn nf on Howell, 
king of Wales, to — 4 à diverſion in their 
favour. Athel as however ſoon; fruſtrated 
their meaſures by his expedition, and march- 
ing to Wales, obtained à complete victory 
over Howell, whom he took priſoner. 
After this ſucceſs; he marched into Scot-- 
land inſt Conſtantine, in order to chaſtiſe 
iq having reinforced Howell with a 
beg of lines. As Anlaff had 80 


rived with the ſuccours, he had ied, the 


Scottiſhking was obliged to yield to the ſupe- 
rior force of Athelſtan, who 4 Gary 2 from 


one part of his dominions to the other, by 

is army, and waſted: all his coaſt as far as 

Cathneſs with his fleet. Being —.— to de- 
ng 


pri ive him and Howel * of; their-kingdoms, 
e generouſly anfwered, that it was by far 
more glorious to make kings, than to be one; 
and not only reſtored them their crowns, but 


__ * hkewiſe ood godfather to Conſtantine's ſon, 


and fhewed him other fignal marks of his fa- 


J vour. 


This indulgence and generoß ty, inſtead of 
provoking the Scottiſh king to returns of 
gratitude, ſeems rather to have inflamed his 


rancour; . on his return to his 


kingdom, 


A. D. 934. 


kingdom, he entered into a freſh treaty wich 
Anlaff, and formed alances with the neighhj- 
ring ſtates to er his part. 


I While this formitla 
the carpet, Atkelſtan, whoſe ſame had made 
its way into the continent, was ſollicited by 
foreign powers, for his conſent to the mar- 
riage of his ſiſters. We have already men- 
tioned the demand made by Otho, and Hugo 
father of Hugh Capet : to theſe we may now 
add, Lewis, prince of Acquitain, ce. 
The confederates r 
years in making preparation, and formi 
alliances. The powers who had engaged in 
this. confederacy, were Conſtantine, king of 
Scotland; Owen, king of the .Cumbrian- 
Britons ; and Anlaff, a Daniſh/printe, who” 
was ſettled: in Ireland by conqueſt, and was 
on that account known by the title of the Iriſh' 
king. In conſequence of their treaty, Owen 
Rad marched Northward with his Britons, to 
Join Conſtantine, and Anlaff came from Ire- 


+ We have introduced theſe circutnftances in this place, 
merely to fill up this chaſm in out hiſtory, but Higden 
and the continuator of Bede, the Saxon annals, Florence 
and Malmeſbury place them as we have done, A. D. 924. 
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le confederacy was on 


or 925. As for the continuator, he adds, that Hardl& 


king of Norway, likewiſe ſent him a preſent, conſiſting 
of a ſhip wich a gold ſtern, purple fails, and inlait' 
with ſhields of maſſy gold on the inſide; which wascon- 
ducted by Helgrim and Offa, who delivered it to the kin 
at-York, and in return received very rich preſents — 
Athelſtan. | , - Ad 
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land with a prodigious army of Danes, No- 
tans, Scots and PiQs, in a fleet of two 
hundred and ſixteen ſail. He failed up the 
river Humber with his fleet, and having 
landed his forces, joined the allies. After 
their junction, they took their route towards 
Bernicia, intending to conquer that king- 
dom for Conſtantine; Athelſtan, who ſeems 
either to have been ignorant of their motions, 
or to have connived a; them by deſign; ſuf- 
fered them to make a conſiderable progreſs 
in his dominions before he took the field. At 
Iaſt, having aſſembled his army, he marched 
againſt them with incredible expedition, and 
at the ſame time, fitted out a ſtrong fleet, to 
attack them ol fea. The allied army no 
fooner heard that he was marching againi 
them, than they altered their route, and met 


kim at Weondune, near 1 Brunſbury in Nor- 


thumberland. | R 

When the two armies came in ſight they 

Ralted, and, conſidering. that the action 

would in all probability prove a deciſive one, 

choſe to continue on the defenſive, till ſome 
ay ears favourable 


Speed names it Brimſbury, Dr. Smollet in his hiſtory, 

Dr. Campbel in the article Athelſtan, of the Biogta- 
phia Brit. name it Bruneford, which the latter explains in a 
marginal note to be New Brumbridge, agreeable to which, 
| in his hiſt. p. 334. tranſlates it Bromrige in Nor- 
umberland ; the Saxon word in the printed copy, 3 
manuſcript Bruns 


| Brunanburh, and in the Cottogian 
Aub. 


.. . Ml... 
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ourable opportutity ſhould offer to ver- 
dallance the teeming equality of their forces. 
Anlaff, who ſeems to have formed a deſign: 
of ſurpriſing Athelſtan in his camp, and of 
Haring an end to the war by killing him in 
the confuſion, went over to the enemy in 
che diſguiſe of an“ harper. Having played 
trom tent to tent, and given no ſmall ſatis- 
faction, he was at laſt introduced to the king, 
who was ſo delighted with his playing, that 
he rewarded him handſomely. Diſdaining 
to carry away the money, he cut a hole in 
the ground, as ſoon as he came out of the 
King's tent, and hid the money under a piece 
of turf; Which being obſerved, by a, ſoldier, 
who had formerly. been in his fervice, he 
watched him more narrowly, and diſcovere& 
who. he was. As ſoon. as he was gone, the 
ſoldier went to Athelſtan, and. gave him no- 
tice of his diſcovery, ho chid him for nat 
acquainting him of it ſooner. The ſoldier 
howeyer alledged in his defence, that, 
having formerly ſerved in Anlaff's army, he 
Had {worn to be true to him, adding, that 
had he broken his oath to his old matter, - 
might probably have raiſed a ſuſpicion, that 
he would not be more faithful to his preſent- 
| | a F - 


This ftratagem, which in mot of its circumſtances, Jn. 
imilar to that made uſe of by Alfred, page 130 of this. = 
wlame, ſcems to have given riſe to the miſtake men- 


v 
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ene. The king was ſo pleaſed with his an- 
ſwer, that he applauded his fidelity, and ta- 

King his advice removed his tent. A biſhop 
whoſe coming Athelſtan had waited for, oc- 
<upied the ſpot on which the king's tent had 
Rood, and Anlaff having forced the Englith 
camp in the night, was cut to pieces, with all 
his men. This action giving a general alarm, 
Anlaff was obliged to retreat with great pre- 
i pitation. | | 
The next morning Athelſtan marched in 
two columns towards the enemy: the one com- 

manded by himſelf, which attacked Anlaff, 

and the other by Turketul, his chancellor, 

Which charged the allied army under Con- 

ſtantine and Owen. The battle was very 
long and obſtinate on both ſides, without an 
viſible advantage: their arrows being all 

: Jpent, they fought with ſword and buckler, 

ometime with equal refolution, till Tarke- 
tul, at the head ofa ſmall corps of the London 
militia, accompanied by a ſelect body of Wor- 
ceſter men under the command of Singin, 
pierced theranks of the enemy, broke the bat- 
talion of the Scotch iſlanders, unhorſed the 

_ Scottiſh king, wounded him and took him 

priſoner, having narrowly eſcaped the ſame 

te, by the —— of Singin, who reſcued 
him, when overpowered by the enemy. The 

Scots thus deprived of their king, retreated 

in great confuſion ; and the panic I 


Irn 


the army commanded by Anlaff, they fol- 
lowed their example, fled with great precipi- 
tation, and left Anlaff to retire as well as he 
could. Athelſtan and his brother Edmund, 
ſignalized themſelves very much in the bat- 
tle, and contributed not a little to the for- 
tune of the day. This is ſaid to have been the 
bloodieſt battle that ever was fought on this 
iſland, and to have laſted from morning to 


night, without the leaſt intermiſſion : beſides 


Conſtantine, who was grievouſly wounded, 
the allies loſt five kings, ſeven dukes, twelve 
counts, or generals ; Anlaff and Owen, eſ- 
caped to their ſhips with great difficulty, 

2 Conſtantine, chagrined at his defeat, or 
to avoid the diſagreeable circumſtance of do- 
ing homage for his kingdom, reſigned his 


crown, and retiring among the Culdees, 


took on him the profeſſion of a monk. 
While the king was thus gathering lau- 
rels on land, his feet was not leſs ſucceſsfut 
at fea z but the particulars of their victory; 
ſeems to have been ſo much eclipſed by that 
at land, as not to have been thought worth 
of a more minute detail. | 
Aſter this grand defeat, Athelſtan march 
ed againſt the Welch, and, having beat 
them in the field, ordered - Ludeval, their 


kis petty princes to do him homage; where 
they engaged to pay him a yearly tribute of 
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king, to meet him at Hereford, with alk“ 
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twenty pounds of gold, three hundred 
pounds of filver, * twenty five thouſand head 
.6f black cattle, and as many hawks and 
hounds, as he ſhould think pro 
The weſtern Britons, x/ 141 till this 
time dwelt along wich the Engliſk at Exeter, 
he removed to Tamar, which parts Devon- 
ſhire from Cornwal, making that the boun- 
dary of their country on that fide, as he had 
2 the 2 4 for their limits on another. By 
2 them of a place Which 
he ory veg be dangerous in their hands; and 
N fortified Exeter with a wall and bul- 
warks of ſtone, placed a garriſon in it. Art 
che ſame time, made himſelf maſter of 
Cornwal, as N from his founding the 
_ iate chu f St. Burien's at the lands 
end; 2 on lis return. refuted the iſles of 


Alter the reduckien of hs Scots, oY 
ritons, and the retreat of Anlaff, he en- 
joyed ſome reſpite from the toils of war; 
— having * the affections of his ſub- 
˖ jects, as well as the eſteem of foreign princes, 
digd, 9 reſpeRed, and univerſally 

+ this Ss @xtcenth yeat of his . 


e e ce ese sheer Hows 
Pha, i. e. the good, he wat to pay only one hundred marks. 

+ AD. 948. Malmeſbury ſays he died in A, D. 940, 
* Brompton in A. D. 943, but if be began his reign 
A. 8 and reigned fixtezn cart, he muſt haze di 


** 
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| As to his perſon, we are informed, he way 
of the ordinaty fize, his hair was of a bright 
Jlow, and he ſtooped a little in his ſhoul- 
ers ; his countenance was ratker merry than 

earful, and his body rather thin than luſty. 
Ag his nobles, he behaved with great 
* nels and gravity, among the inferior 
drt with great affability and condeſcenſion, 
often laying aſide the majeſty of *a king, to 
converſe familiary with the joweſt of his 
ſabjeQs. This condeſcention endeared him 
fo all ranks of people, and made him not leſs 
admired by his ſubjects for, his humility, than 
he was dreaded. by his enemies for his in- 
trepidity, and his valour. He was no leſs [| 
conftant in his reſolutions, than ſecret in his ; 
Souncils ; and, though ſucceſsful in war, 5 
was natutally a great lover of peace. He 
was beneficent, alle, and religious; 
directed all his anke to che good of his 

Y 


= 


ſudſects, and. throughout the whole courſe of 
his reign, particularly encouraged their trade, 
2nd endeavoured to promote their commerce. 
With this view, he enacted a law, by which, 
*©amerchant, who had made three Yorages to 
the ſtreights, on his own account, ſhould be 
ot upon the foot of a thane, or raiſed to 
he condition of a gentleman.” He praQtiſed 
every thing that he thought worthy of imi- 
tation, either in his Edward, or in 
* grandfather Alfred the 2 
and being no leſs a politician, than a general, 

Vor. I * R . took 
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took ſuch meaſures to render his kingdom. ſe- 
cure, as none of his predeceſſors had thought 
of. He diſcovered a diſlike to their policy in 
ſuffering the Danes, who had ſettled them- 
ſelves by force, to become legal poſſeſſors, in 
conſideration of ſome ſmall acknowledgement, 
and a feigned ſubjection, and, whenever he 
had an opportunity, took from all the petty 
princes ſuch places as he judged to be dange- 
rous in their hands. 

As his conqueſts were not the effects of am- 
bition, but of ſelf-defence ; they could nat 
deprive him of his equanimity, nor elate him 
with pride: for. though, by ſubduing the 
Scotch, Welch, and Daniſh monarchs, he 
juſtly deſerved the title of king of all England, 
yet his modeſty was ſo great that he never aſ- 
ſumed that title; and his humility ſo conſpi- 
cuous, .that he ſeemed more meek after bis 
victories. His laws, which are an addition 
to thoſe of Alfred, are not leſs curious than 
beneficial z and while they contributed to ren- 
der his ſubjects happy, have immortalized him 
as a conſummate politician and a writer. No- 
thing could be better calculated to prevent 
theft, or ſecure private property. thief, 
| Who was taken ia the ſat, was to expect no 
mercy ; it he made his eſcape, he was ſure to 
meet with puniſhment ;_ the leaſt reſiſtance 
Was interpreted an ag, ravation of his crime, 
and a reſcus was deemed a capital offence. 
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A perſon” guilty of coining, or embaſin 
the coin, 11 Joniftied with the loſs 
his hand; as was hkewiſe any one Who 
made counterfeit money. The many mints 
erected in bis reign are ſuch a proof of the 
wealtk of the nation, that it will not be amiſs © 
or unſeaſonable to mention them. At Can- 
terbury were ſeven, four of which were for 
the king, two for the biſhop, and one for the 
abbot; at Rocheſter there were three, whereof 
two belonged to the king, and one to the bi- 
Mop. London had eight; Wincheſter fix; 
Lewes two; Haſtings one; Chicheſter one ; 
Hampton two; Wareham two; Exeter two; 
Salisbury the ſame number; and every great 
In order to eftabliſh a well diſciplined mili- 
tia, for-every, plow a man ere he was 
obliged to keep two well · furniſhed horſemen. 
A plain indication that every man was rated 
according tb his eftate, and, as it is the moſt 
ancient law of this kind in our ſtatutes, de- 

ſerves the notice of our preſent legiſlators. * 
As nothing could contribute more to the 
1 and propagating the know- 
Tedge of the laws, than a due attendance + 
upon the public aſſemblies, ' he required the 
appearance of every one under the moſt rigo- . 
rous penalties, and puniſhed every abfenter. 
— of all his goods and chat- 
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mis enemies. As malice has not been able to 
fix any blemiſh on his reign, and every en- 
2 4 | deavour 


he only Nemim on kis reign, is the ſuppoſed mar. 
der of his brother Edwin] it is not our intention to ſup- 
on Kone incident, but rather to relate it with all its 
Ircomftances. The fact, as commonly related is thus: 
The king, ſuſpecting his younger brother Edwin defigned 
to deprive him of his crown; cauſed him, notwithſtand- F 
ing his proteſtations of innocence, to be put on boardd a ' | 
laky hip, with” his armour-beater 54nd page. The 1 
young prince unable to bear the ſeverity of the weather T 
and the want of food, in a fit of deipair jumped over- {1 
board and was drowned, Sometime after the king's cup- 5 
bearer, Who had infligated him to this act of cruelty . 
happened, as he was ſerving the king at table, to tri i 
with” one” foot, but recovering himſelf with the other, 15 
faid-to the king in a jocular manner, ** See, Sir, how 1 
one brother affiſts another,” This remark being con - 4 
firued into reproach by Athelſtan, he ordered a ſtrict ex- D 
amination to be made, and finding his brother had been | 
_ falſely accuſed, ordered the cup-bearer to be put to a | 
cruel veath,*as a ſacrifice to the manes of Edwin; but 9 
to Extirpate his own guilt, underwent a ſevere penance 2 
ſeven , and built the two monaſteries of Mid- 
Seton and Michelneſs. Buchanan has improved upon 
this ſtory, making bim guilty not only of fratricide in 
killing Edwin 1 another brother named Edred, but 
likewiſe guilty of parricide in putting his father to death, 
becauſe, adds Buchanan, be bears the title of Martyr, 
| Whatever Athelftan did to Edwin, it is certain he could 
not murder Edred, * becauſe he not only ſurvived him, 
but Lkewiſe ſucceeded him. As for the murder of his 
father, it is an accuſation, that betrays either Bucha- 
nan's ignorance or his malice : Edward the father of A- 
thelſtan was never called the Martyr, but only Edward 
the Elder, and died a . 
£ 4 . 3 f tyr 
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deavour to tarniſh: his memory. has proved in- 
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1 MUND, che fixth ſon of King Ed- 
| ward, by his wife Edgitha, ſucceeded 
his brother Athelſtau, in the eighteenth: year 
of his age, and was crowned with great fo- 
lemnity- at Kingſton upon Thames. He had 
in his er's reign given ſignal proofs of 
his valour againſt the Scots, Pits, Danes, 
and other enemies of his kingdom, and aſ- 
ſumed the crown with great expectations of 
; r fame to has brother. 
The youth of Edward ſeemed howerer'a fa- 
vourable ity to the Danes to throw of 
the Engliſh yoke; and Anlaff, who received 
intelligence of their deſigus, did not fail to im- 
this diſpoſition in order to acquire the 


great 


* Higden places this event in A. D. gat. but Spend in 
A. D. 940. a 


expelled or 3 b 
| lived in thaſe ot * — 
taking North Hd, the firſt object 
” his 1 ns His ambition increaſed © with 

Hacceſs, and he advanced into Mercia, whe 

he” was received very favourably, and 
affiſted by his countrymen in reducing ſeve 


'- : : 


s which Edward had formerly wrelted 


them. 


from intimidated by the 5. he wy 
e'enemy ; he afſerhbled his troops with the 


reſt 
auragious than difpirited by danger. 
two d Wales met at | eſt hege, ie an ob- 


York, © were brou ke to An 1 adore ot oy 


of da . u R the advantages m 
ither fide I — as equal, or were 
e parties to be other- 


"Wading- 
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many other towns, whoſe prides bay 


don, and ſcerged rather to grow = 


; making the EA. | 
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forced from him by the nobles, who were in 
has army; and his compliance was only aa 


2 to prevent a mutiny. * | 
.., Though the Northumbnans had invited An- 
laf to accept of their throne, they had lite 
cauſe to rejoice in his poſſeſſion of it. For 
having contracted large debts with the king 
of Norway, for the ance he had lent him, 
the firſt ſtep he took was to lay heavy taxes 
on his ſubjects, to pay for his ſubſidies, and 
by that means entirely alienated their  affeQi- 
ons. The inhabitants of Deira, tired with 
their burthen, revolted, and ſent for Reinald 
his nephew from Ireland, and crowned him at 


York. Northumberland thus divided into two 


factions, whercin each party endeavoured, to 
£ſtabliſh themſelves on the ruin of the oppo- 
fite, gave Edmund a favourable opportunity 


for n countries ke had ceded by 


compulfion. | | 
with ſo much ſecrecy and. expedition, that he 
was ready to attack the two kings beſore they 
knew. that he had meditated on a rupture. 
* Thus ſurprized, they were obliged to fubmit 
to whatever terms he impoſed, but as he was 


is preparations were Carried on 


rather generous than ambitious, he inſiſted 4 | 


Reinald's keeping the crown he had receiv 

and obliged them both to embrace chxiſtia- 
nity, ſtanding godfather himſelf to Anlaff at 
his, baptiſm, and adopting Reinald for bis 
fon at his confirmation. Sa a un 
| | $f OO 2 Though 
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Though the two kings had profeſſed chril- 
danity, it was rather by compulſion than 
choice, they were ſtrangers to its ts, 
and a of its lan Tons. For Edmand 
had fearcely gat to Weſſex, when they took 
op arms to free themſelves from their yoke, 
having engaged both the Mercian Danes, and 
the King of Cumberland in their quarrel. This 
miurretion calling Edmund once more into 
the field, he reduced the Mercians before their 
janQion with the Danes of Northumberland, 
and in order to ſecure the quiet of the realm, 
made them quit the towns of Derby, Not- 
ungham, Leicefter, Lincoln and Stamford. 
He then turned his arms againſt the Northum- 
brians, who were ſo much weakened by the 
violence of faction, that they were reduced 
without any trouble, and their kings having 
fed for ſafety, they readily ſwore allegiance 
to the conquerour. enn ee 
Aſter Fd mund had provided for the ſecurity 
of theſe 1 he marched the next year againſt 
the Strath-cluid Britons who had joined the 
Danes with a body of auxiliaries ; and having 
waſted” all Galloway, and reduced Cumber- 
land, he made a preſent of it to Malcolm 
King of the Scots; on condition of his defend-" 


ing the northern countries from invaſions by ® 


— ſea 
* — 
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„A. D. 945: Several hiſtorians have from this cir- 
curaftance tuferred, that the Scottiſh king paid. homage: 
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ſea and land, and of his doing fealty, by gir- 
ing attendance on ſeveral high feſtivals. © 
| "Ihe fame of this king, too great for the 

bounds of this ifland, like that of his 
ather, extended itſelf even into the continent, 
and attracted the reſpect of foreign powers. 
Lewis, the foreigner, king of France, was at 
this time deprived of his dominions by Hugh 
the reigning king; Edmund commiſerated his 
condition, and 1. ambaſſadours demanding 
_ his reſtitution : what ſucceſs they met with 1s 
a ſecret, though their commiſhon is an ar- 


gument in favour of the firength of their 


The nation now being at peace, began ta 
| wear out the traces of its former commotions, 
and enjoy the ſweets. of Edmund's govern- 
ment; when an extraordinary accident dark- 
ened the proſpect, and robbed it of all its 
hopes. | As the king was ſetting at table with 
his nobles on the feſtival of Auguſtine at Puc- 
kle-church in Glouceſterſhire, he obſerved one 
Leof, a notorious felon, whom he had baniſh- 
, ſetting at ane of the tables, and command- 
ed the ſteward to apprehend him. But the 
Villain making a terrible reſiſtance, er 


- Goin of Scotland: which is as abſurd, as if they were to 
ſay, the kings of England were vaſſals to France, becauſc 
they did homage to the French kings for Normandy ; or 
that the kings. of. England, as ſuch, were vaſſals to the 
r of Germany, on account cf their doing homage 


emmperour 
to him for the electorate of Hanover, 
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ſermed to endanger the ſteward's life, he was 
ſo exaſperated, that he ſtarted from the table, 


- . 


ſeized him by che hair, and pulled him down 


now looking upon his death as certain, drew 


his dagger, and, in a fit of deſpair, plunged it 


into the boſom of the king, who immediately 


to the ground, falling himſelf upon him. Leof, 


expired. * The nobles, who were witneſſes of 


this treaſon, fell upon the regicide and ſoon 


diſpatched him; but what atonement was this 
for the Joſs of a valuable king, cut off in the 
flower of his age? g Ty | 


The youth of this king mjght have been 


pleaded in his excuſe, it he had been guilty 
of any of its weakneſſes. Its impetuofity 
ſeemed to be reſtrained b dence ; and to 
have been one cauſe of his kingdom's ſecuri- 
ty. Had he been leſs warm he might poſſibly 


able. The meaſures he took to prevent di- 
ſtarbances, by removing his enemies from ſu- 


ſpicious or. dangerois places, es a depree 


of caution not unbecoming the hoary h 


wiſdom. Had he carried: the ſame ſteadineſs 


por life, as he appears to have done in 


warmth of his paſſion, he had not loſt his life 


in chaſtifing a wretch, who deſerved to be pu- 
_ niſhed only by the hangman. But what mo- 


parch ; what mortal has not bis faults 7 tho 


have been leſs ſucceſsful, as the power of his 
enemies wanted only time to render it inſuper- 


public capacity, and reſtrained the natural 


uideed ſeveral may 2 in bis 


weak 
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weakneſſes, yet very few can ſurpaſs him in 
bis virtues. _ His exploits in the field may be 
eſteemed, as a proof of his intrepidity ; but 
the care he took. to improve the civil poliey of 
| his kingdom are noble illuſtrations of his hu- 
manity.. His laws, provided for the payment 
of eccleſiaſtical dues, the ſecurity of charity, 
and the puniſhment of perjury. Obſerving . 
that natural affection might engage a perſon to 
conceal a criminal, he made it as criminal to 
harbour a brother, or a neighbour, as to ſe- 
crete a ſtranger, or a foreigner... Conſiderin 
that fines were inſufficient to prevent thefts _ 
robberies, which were generally committed by 
ſuch as had nothing to looſe, he ordered that 
the eldeſt member of a gang ſhould be hanged. 
on conviction, and ub. of the reſt whipped 
thrice, and have his little finger cut of. for 
an example. This ſeems to be the firit law 
that made it death to be guilty of robbery. 
That which chiefly recommends this king's. 
inſtitutions, is the anxiety he ſhews to promote 
mutual love and friend{hip, and to extirpate 
all feuds; between his {ubjeAs. It will not de 
improper to mention, that.in caſe of murder, 
the friends ot the deceaſed were accuſtomed. in 
thoſe days to avenge his death, by killing any 
ot the relations of the murderer. | This bar- - 
barous cuſtom Edmund entirely aboliſed, de- 
claring, that if ſatis faction was made for the 
crime within one year, all animoſities ſhould | 
ceaſe ; and that any one who harboured the 


mur- 


bd 4 
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& aber, or afliſted him, ſhould fotfeit all his 
eſtate to the king. Nay, he ordained thathis 
own palace ſhould afford the murderer no re- 
fuge, till he had firſt made ſatisfa&ion to Gon, 
and the kindred of the deceaſed, beſides hav- 
" Ing performed whatever was enjoined him by 
the bitho of the dioceſe. But in order to de- 
ſtroy thet: e crimes in their embrio, he enacted, 
N a breach of the peace, committed by ſet- 
- ting upon a man in his on houſe, ſhould ſub- 
ject the criminal to forfeiture of all his eſtates, 
and that his life ſhould lie at the king s mer- 
cy. And in order to deter perſons from any 
quarrel, which might lead te the commiſſion 
of theſe crimes, he, by another law, expreſs 
I forbids that“ Fybruzte or Manbote ſhould 
' be remitted. 

As the ceremonies, and cuſtoms enacted to be 
obſerved previous to celebrating marriages, may 
* the curious, we need make no apology, 

r tranſcribing them in the note at the bottom 
olf the page. — n not think them 


2 W n 


. . Any fine for fighting or killing, 
+ © Where a man reſolves tq marry a woman, with 
her friends conſent, the bridegroom ſhall give caution or 
ſurety by his friends. not only to marry her, but alſo to 
fulfil che covenants made between them, and ſhall lke- 
Wiſe oblige himſelf to maintain her. After this, 
bridegroom is to declare what he will ſettle on the bri 
in caſe ſhe ſhall ſurvive him; befides what — ſhall have 
allowed her before. In caſe both gree, the act 
EI bar en one 
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No ſooner had Edred returned, thanithe 
Danes broke their oath and made another at- 

tempt to recover their liberty. For this pur- 
2 they recalled Anlaff from Ireland, and 
ced him on the throne ; moſt of their nobi- 
lity being en in the revolt, and eren 
Walftan, archbi pof Vork, ſtrongly ſuſpect- 
ed to be —. in the conſpiracy Alſtan, 
bowever, did not long enjoy this dignity; far, 
following the impulſes of his tyrannical dif] 
ſition, he ſo far alienated the affections ofthe 
Northumbrians, that they excited a powerful 
faction againſt him, made him abdicate the 
—_— and filed it with a nobleman called 


_O party continuing ill — 4 
tached to his intereſts, the king of Northum- 
derland became a prey to the contending par- 
ies, and Edred took this opportunity to re- 

duce it. At his approach Eric fled into Scot- 
land, and the Danes imploring Edred's cle- 
mency, were forgiven their rebellion an their 

binding themſelves © by oath to future fideli- 
ty. Having thus a ppeaſed the troubles -in 
h 1 and. reſtored Eric to the 


| Ethe/wered the ſame, the words of the latter are, 

© quippe ein * becauſe he was next heir. The 
——— chilkes was but 4, andthe youngeſt 
3 years old, _ 
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aten through che Northumbria ssitg ie, 
But the Danes, not to be wrought 
on by kindneſs, arr — 
ties of an oath, phi man- 
ner in which the ag therrow: 
8 ſallied out of — and fl 
* e 's rear, which not his 
. yaloor could have — from 
jpg out into pieces: This inſtance of in- 
gramrade an atitude and rr that 
Agam into their country, 
—— the monaſtery of Rippon, laid the coun- 
try waſte for ſeveral miles, and would have 
the tebels in his fury, had they 
as y their ſobmiſhon once more diſarmed 


Ide blame of this wn de uses laid en- 
tirely on Eric, 5 
tim to appeaſe Edred' guation; and were, 
on account of this act of their - — 
more honoured with his 8 . 
vent any revolts for the he 
their towns, filled them — Engliſh — 
ſons, and left Aſulf, nne, for their 
_ governour. 
: Theſe commotions were ſucceeded by a pro- 
-found calm, during which he-ſpent his time in 
athe fopperies of ſuperſtition, and was the dupe 
of the famous Dunitan, abbot. pf Glaſtenby 2 
| ence, which ſeems to have interpo 
elf fo 4 che 6 kderics of this nation 
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POE i were in imminent 
thought proper, at this time, to remove 


uin which waſted Aer 5 
Fo — . — x! 
From a of the teign gn of this king, 
we may be able to form a tolerable idea of tys 
character, notwithſtanding the flatteries of 


multitude. The wars he was engaged in für- 
niſh us with abundant proofs of 4 1a 
and the ſilence of his enemies, with reſp 

bis vices,” are a tacit argument in favour of his 


bis power too much, and to have been elated 
dy his ſucceſſes, from the fondneſs he ſhowed 
ſor titles, being the firſ perſon who aſſumed the 
ofa of * — of Great Brain ;“ or monarch 
| wad... This weakneſs indeed had 


r 

pity chat religion ſhould ever be amed 
in 5 as there have been ſo few monarchs 
who have had 
make a proper diſtinction, and 

the miſconſtruRion of a term, h ge- 
neral, 'as to adunit of an abuſe. 8 


rr of Reculver, 2 


to another world, 3 | 


3 but another, which be was. 
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monks,” and the ſervile applauſes of a deluded 


virtue. «He ſeeins, however, to have known 


any at all: R | 
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_ Tis The Hilary of Efcr and. 
the ornament of our nature, while ſuperſtition 
lis its diſgrace ; the former is productive of 
: virtues, while the other renders us in- 
[ative and indolent. The one is always con- 
ducive to order and happineſs, but the other, 
the parent of diforder and miſery :- while the 
one walks hand in hand with reaſon, the 
other is putting out its eyes, and introducing 
whimſey in its throne. Twas thus with En- 
f gland in the pacific intervals.of Edred's reign ; 
.Juperſtition made him tired of che cares of 
royalty, and bigottry raiſed in him ſuch a ve- 
neration for Dunſtan, that he intruſted him 
wich the management of public affairs, made 
bim his treaſurer, obeyed his councils with the 
moſt implicit ſervility, and even ſubmitted to 
receive corporal diſcipline from his hands. 
The creatures of Dunſtan ſhared with him in 
the ſpoils of the kingdom, and occupied all 
the poſts of dignity and profit. As all the 
great offices were at the diſpoſal of Dunſtan, 
we need not wonder that his creatures were 
loud in diffuſing his praiſes, and repreſenting 
him as a ſaint, a praphet, and an apoſtle. 
Edred, thus ſeduced: by his character, diſ- 
- carded his reaſon to make him the more ſure of 
getting to heaven, and while he was ſecuring 
the proſpect of eternal happineſs, was paving 
the way for bringing his poſterity into inſupe- 
' rable miſery. ' If his confiderice in the abbot 
Vas abuſed in this inflance, he was no leſs 
- Hecorved in another ; for though Dunſtan K. 
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enough to get himſelf canonized for a 
int, he ſeems not to have had virtue enough to 
merit the character of an honeſt man. Though 
ſent for to perform the laſt offices to the ex ir- 
ing king; he protracted the time by var 
Pretences; and when he was aſſured of 


Yeath, pionſy embeuzled the WP 
his hands. money be bad 


e A. D. 965. 


DWy, who aſcended the throne, was 
_brother to the deceaſed monarch; and 


rs ele og by the ſofa ges of the clergy 
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pihaps fa 5 bis bre 
52 rams two ra Ty Eli nid and Bertil. 
red atever impor 0p of his being 7. 
-3ed, it is im le for us to co are at this 
Gftance of 7 5 t could — 12: be their 


bie profuge iſaffection to their father. 
fion 8 the prieſts had abun- 
22410 ſecured him the love of his ſubjects ; 
dwy, who 1 Rim, was but four- 


l years 211 This young monarch w 
remarkably handſome, that he acquired 15 


2 ack wo of 1 or the Fair "on at 
ceſſion was ſo much in the eſteem of 
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WM Hiſloty of RN Av. 
a king had married a very beautiful lady t 
named Zlgiva, or Zthelgiva, whoſe very t 
name ſhows that ſhe was 9 noble family, if 
not nearly related to the crown, This match 
"being contrary to the opinion of the biſhops I © 
and nobles, gave riſe to ſuch a ſeries of trou- IF © 
' bles, as deprived her of her life and Edwy 
of part of his kingdom. His fondneſs for MW © 
this lady weakened the influence of Dunſtan 1 
ſo much, that he was glad of embracing any 
occaſion to break the match, which he looked 
upon as the chief obſtacle, to his returping 
idto favour: and on the very day of the king's 
- coronation, met with an opportunity of = 
ting his project into execution. Aſter din- 
ner, the youthful king, perhaps to avoid the 
exceſſive drinking then too common in ſuch 
entertainments, withdrew to enjoy the con- 
verſe of his beautiful bride, who was in eom- 
pany with her mother in a private apartment. 
e nobility reſenting Edwy's abſence as a 
t indecorum, the archbiſhop commanded 
Akim to be fetched back again. Though every 
body elle refuſed, yet Dunſtan was very ready 
to execute Odo's 3 3 into the 
_ queen's apartment, found the king in company 
- Sith his wife and his mother, 4 . 
proaching him for his fondneſs, dragged him 
gde company. 55 6 
Such an ourrage on majeſty could not fail to 
- g reite the reſentment of a young monarch; 
nd the king's friends, who were m_ 
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tue overbearing pride of the abbot, uſed all 
their endeavours to add ſuel to his reſentment. 
He immediately demanded & reftitution of the 
ſums, which Edrid had committed to his 
charge; and ſtrongly infinuated, that he had 
embezzled the ubfe money. Dunſtan haugh- 
tily anſwered that the money had been applied 
to pres uſes, by the late king's expreſs orders, 
and by this artful reply, ſtopt their preceedings 
of that nature againſt him. ; 

The means which Dunſtan had made uſe 
of to _aggrand:z2 himſelf, ſeemed to be ſuch. 
as might be employed with the greateſt ſafety 

init him, Every ſtep he had taken in favour 
of the monks, were annulled, and, if we believe 
Malmeſbury, they were ejected from the mo- 
naſtery, from whence that writer is named, to 
make room for ſecular prieſts, which that au- 
thour virulently ſtiles the turning it into a ſtable. 
Dunſtan himſelf was at laſt abaniſhed the king- 
dom and retired to Flanders, | 

Odo, the archbiſhop of Canterbury, thinking 
the dignity of the prieſthood wounded by the 
exile of Dunſtan, was determined to revenge 
his diſgrace, and, tranſported with the fury 
cf fanaticiſm, ordered. a party of- ſoldiers to 
fetch the beauteous, 4 the palace 
of her huſbatid,,. ordered her face e be ſeared 
with a red h n contrary ts the las then in 
being, anq; tanſported her for life into Ireland. 

Dun being young, Vigaraus, 
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ptizing; alarmed at the danger in Fes de 
25 his örder Miche 1 reſenting 
rhe diſgrace in which he was turned out of bis 
_ ediployment, 5 d ufed, before His ba- 
niſhment, by the archbiſh 1 form & con- 
& racy againſt, Edwy. For this urpoſe, the 
araGer of the king was aſperfed wick the 
molt infamous Font. Fay and the treatment of 
the monks, was repteſented' as a perſecution, 
that threatened the very vitals of chriſtianity. 
J Dunſtan s Exile, inſtead of hinderin the con- ; 
irdcy from taking effect, was the chief means 
f haſtening its execution.” The Mercians and 
_*  Northumbrians entered into the meaſures of 
ie achbiſbop: they rebelled, ſet up Edwy's 
Nu 0 brother Edgar, a boy abour thirteen 
- «years old, for their king, who recalled Dun- 
fan and por Himſelf under his direction. 
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